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PREFACE.

—m—

THIS history was undertaken at the request of

the Huddersfield Wesleyan Methodist Council.

To all who have in any way helped in its preparation

I tender hearty thanks. Mr. George Gelder and

others have furnished valuable information. The

illustrations are through the kindness of the Rev.

Nehemiah Curnock. It has been a work of love

to fix in affectionate remembrance sainted names

eminent for sanctity, zeal, and service. Short biogra

phical sketches of many others no longer of the

church militant would have been given, had they

been communicated. There is, for prudential reasons,

the omission of names that survive. These continue

to speak by their unremitting zeal and unabated love

of Methodism. It is hoped the book will have

an appreciative reading and a beneficent mission.

Sunday School Committees would extend its circu

lation, and encourage in young people a love for the

Church of their fathers, by making it a reward book

to the scholars. It is peculiarly suitable for presenta

tion in Sunday Schools of the Huddersfield, Holm

forth, and Denby Dale Circuits.

]01:L MALLINSON.

Glenside, Huddersfield,

}'auua1'y, I898.
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HISTORY OF

METHODISM IN HUDDERSFIELD.

HOLMFIRTH, & DENBY DALE.

 

CHAPTER I.

VENN.  

HE rise and progress of Methodism was the

most important ecclesiastical fact of the

eighteenth century. History and tradition testify

that, next to Whitefield, John Wesley was the

most illustrious of preachers of that age. The

opinion of George III. of Wesley and the

Methodists was of the highest. The king, once

passing a Methodist meeting-house surrounded by

a tumultuous rabble, said: “The Methodists are a

quiet, good people, and will disturb nobody. Any

persons in my employment disturbing them shall

be immediately dismissed.” In June, 1757, the Rev.

John Wesley rode over from Halifax to Huddersfield,

and records in hisjournal : “A wilder people I never

saw in England. The men, women, and children

filled the streets and appeared just ready to devour

us.” Huddersfield was then an insignificant village,

IX



I2 METHODISM IN HUDDERSFIELD,

and the villagers, as elsewhere, were given to pugilistic

contests, bull-baiting, intemperance, and dissipation.

In his IVal,€,s about Hudder.g/ield Mr. Phillips says,

“The people were degraded and wild in their manners

almost to savagery.” Mr. Wesley took the oppor

tunity of preaching to “the wildest congregation he

had seen in Yorkshire, and believed some felt the

sharpness of the Word, while all were restrained by

an unseen hand.” The visit and preaching of Wesley,

and repeated rumours of the doings of Methodists

in Leeds and elsewhere, awakened no small amount

of interest. The names of John Nelson, of Birstall,

and William Shent, of Leeds, were already familiar.

The story of Nelson’s conversion, through Wesley’s

instrumentality, had a great fascination for the West

Riding rustics, and those seriously disposed ever wel

comed his presence and preaching. Already from

Netherthong, Honley, and Almondbury journeys to

Birstall, to hear the converted stonemason and other

kindred spirits, had been taken ; and tidings were

circulated which roused curiosity and provoked

admiration. By day at the loom or on the farm,

and by night around the cottage hearth, the con

versation turned to the people called Methodists,

and to the doctrine of justification by Faith they

persistently preached. Here one and there another

wrestled with the Angel, as Jacob by the brook

Jabbok, until they could speak of sin forgiven.

In 1759 the Rev. Henry Venn, an evangelical and

faithful minister of Christ, became the vicar of Hud

dersfield. He came from the curacy of Clapham,

where his character and preaching had produced
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profound effects. For ten years his ministry in

Huddersfield attracted hearers for miles round. A

new impulse was given to religious life, and a new era

dawned on the people. Venn never officiated at a

fireless altar, and never preached soulless sermons. It

is related that a neighbouring clergyman, lamenting

his failure as a preacher, was advised by Mr. Venn

“to burn all his old sermons, and try what preaching

Christ would do.” Between Wesley and Venn a true

affection arose. They were like-minded. The pulpit

of the parish church was readily placed at the dis

posal of Wesley when he visited Huddersfield.

Several entries in Wesley’s Journals clearly indicate

the friendship and fervour of Mr. Venn. “April 25,

I 761, I took horse early, and breakfasted with Mr.

Venn. 1761, July 24. From Bramley I rode to

Kippax. Mr. Venn came a little after we had gone

into church. I764, July 6. Preached at Halifax,

where I had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Venn, with

whom in the morning I rode to Huddersfield and

preached between eleven and twelve. The church

was pretty well filled, considering the short warning.

1765, August 14. Preached in the evening at

Leeds; next morning in Huddersfield, Mr. Venn

having given notice on the Sunday of my preaching.

I766, August 8th. Rode over to Huddersfield. The

church, though large, was exceedingly hot through

the multitude of people, on whom I enforced Paul’s

words, ‘God forbid that I should glory save in the

cross of our Lord jesus Christ,’ etc. I774, April I7.

I came into the church at Huddersfield while the

vicar was reading the Psalms. It is well the people
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had no notice of my preaching before I came

into the town. They quickly filled the church; I

did not spare them, but fully delivered my own soul.”

Other extracts of a like character might be

given. In consequence of the evangelical ministry

 

  

NETHERTHONG CHAPEL

of Mr. Venn, Mr. Wesley did not think it

necessary for him or his preachers to visit

the town more than once a month, whereupon

his followers resolved to make provision for them

selves, and initiated the holding of more frequent

services. The year Mr. Venn came to Huddersfield

a few godly men and women, followers of Wesley,
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met together for prayer and Christian fellowship at

1Vet/zert/zong Their number gradually increased, and,

after prayerful consideration, it was resolved to build

a chapel. Accordingly, a site was secured and careful

preparations made, and in 1769 one of the first

chapels of village Methodism was erected and opened.

It was about the sixth Methodist chapel in England.

The first was at Bristol, the second Birstall, the third

Newcastle, and then Hipperholme, Howarth, and

Netherthong. The Conference contributed £ 104, and

in 1772 a further grant of £13 to this chapel. On

two occasions Mr. Wesley preached in the chapel.

The first was on July 8th, 1772, when he preached

at ten o’clock, having preached the same day at

Halifax at five o’clock in the morning, and in the

afternoon at two in the Market Place, Huddersfield,

and in the evening at Dewsbury. The other occasion

was on July 6th, 1773. On returning from preaching,

Mr. Wesley was accompanied by many friends

through the Hagg Wood, where they took leave of

him, after heartily singing:

Ye hills and ye dales, In praises abound,

Ye mountains and vales, Continue the sound,

Break forth into singing, Ye trees of the wood,

For Jesus is bringing Lost sinners to God!

At the Conference of 1803 the question was asked,

“What collections are to be made for chapels this

year?” The answer was, “The chapel at Nether

thong, through the Leeds and Dewsbury Circuits.”

I820 witnessed at Thong a great revival known as the

“Reins Revival.” The meetings were thronged with
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eager seekers of mercy, and many remarkable cases

of conversion were recorded. Ten years later

a second revival was experienced, and almost every

house resounded with repeated praise for one or more

members of the family obtaining salvation. From

Netherthong several have gone into the ministry, of

whom we find the names of Revs. Jonas Jagger,

George Jagger, Joseph Roberts, George Roebuck, and

John Jagger. The last was the son of a greatly

beloved father, who had nobly served his generation

and Methodism by a highly consistent life, faithful

stewardship, and an effective advocacy of truth in the

pulpit and on the platform. He lived to a patriarchal

age.  /okn was converted in early life, and began to

preach at the age of sixteen. He was a diligent

student, sympathetic pastor, and useful preacher. He

fell on sleep on April 25th, 1890, in the forty-first year

of his age and the seventeenth of his ministry.

The practical sympathy of well-known ministers

in the Church of England with the work of Wesley

had a quiet and far-reaching result. Wz'llz0am

Grz'ms/zaw, incumbent of Howarth, had great admira

tion for Wesley’s lay preachers. He placed the

kitchen of his parsonage at their disposal. When

William Shent, of Leeds, preached at the parsonage,

Mr. Grimshaw was greatly affected, and fell down

before him, saying, “I am not worthy to stand in

your presence.” After hearing Benjamin Beanland

at the parsonage, he said, “The Lord bless thee,

Ben; this is worth a hundred of my sermons.” The

name of William Grimshaw appears on the Mz'nutes

of Conference as the “Assistant,” or Superintendent,
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ofthe Howarth Circuit. He rode over the surrounding

hills, and frequently preached in farm-houses, cottages,

and the open air. Grimshaw’s course of action was

considered more than once by the Diocesan; and, had

it not been for the success of his labours in his own

parish, it is likely censure or imposed silence would

have followed. He died in triumph in the early part

of 1763. From Howarth, Birstall, and Netherthong,

reports of revivals reached Almondbury. James

Lockwood and Edmund Mellor became awakened

to their danger as sinners, and impressed with the

wisdom of seeking safety in Christ. They had con

versations about joining the Methodists, and ultimately

decided to invite them to Almondbury. The Con

ference of 1765 made Birxta/l the head of a Circuit

which included the now Huddersfield, Dewsbury,

Holmfirth, Denby Dale, and part of one or two other

Circuits. The first appointed ministers were John

Murlin, Parson Greenwood, and John Pawson. James

Lockwood sought an interview with the Rev. John

Murlin, who agreed to visit Almond/wry. The place

had gained considerable reputation Its elevated and

salubrious position, commanding an expansive view of

hill and dale, of wood and moorland,and its renowned

Castle Hill, where King Stephen built a castle sur

rounded by fortifications in 1130, explain its name:

Almond from Altus Mons—high mount; and Bury

from burgh—a fortified place. In 1272 King Edward

constituted it a market-town. The once distinguished

place had lost its historic prestige and become a large

village, with quaint houses indicative of the trade of

their owners. The Rev. John Murlin preached in

2
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the house of Edmund Mellor, Town End, in 1766,

from the words, “ Repent, and be baptized, every one

of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission

of sins,” etc. The next service was conducted by

Parson Greenwood, who preached from “God so

loved the world,” etc., and subsequently John Pawson,

who was twice elected as President of the Methodist

   

HOUSE IN wmcn THE FIRST me'rHOn1s'r sEImoN WAS PREACHED BY

JOHN iuukun.

Conference, preached from “As many as received

Him, to them gave He power,” etc. The services

incited the ungodly to violent persecution. The

aged vicar, the Rev. Edward Rishton, in his eighty

second year, was alarmed at the innovation of

Methodist preachers, and appealed to the Archbishop

Of York against “the deceivers,” but was advised by
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his grace “not to meet the evangelical movement

with controversy and opposition.” Despite the wise

counsel of the archbishop, the early Methodists of

Almondbury were destined to bear and to bleed

’neath the barb-pointed arrows of calumny and

malice. The house of Squire Studderth, afterwards

  

SCENE OF THE RIOT.

occupied by the Co-operative Society, was licensed

for preaching. In I 770 the Rev. W2/lz'am Dame;/, of '

Netherthong, a burly Scotchman of distinguished

saintliness and writer of hymns, periodically preached

in the licensed house. The wrath of lewd fellows of

the baser sort was kindled. An attack was resolved
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on, and forthwith, headed by Joseph Kaye, constable

and parish clerk, an excited mob broke into the

preaching-place. Approaching the preacher, Kaye

ostentatiously lifted his staff and with stentorian voice

cried: “I charge thee in the name of King George to

come down.” Darney firmly retorted: “I charge

thee in the name of the King of kings to let me

alone.” The retort was met by a brutal attack, in

which the preacher was severely wounded and nearly

killed. The assailants, when summoned before a

Justice of the Peace—the Kev. /lir. Zouc/2, vicar of

Sandal, near Wal<efield—pleaded the “Five Mile

Act” of Charles II. as justification. The Act was

declared against them, and Mr. Zouch threatened

transportation at the Quarter Sessions if the matter

was not settled before then. The carrier-pigeon was

not thrown up, according to previous arrangement,

to announce on its return to Almondbury the triumph

of the assailants; but the delinquents, disappointed

and crestfallen, returned home under cover of night.

Shortly after, Rev. ]€obertRoberts, of Birstall, preached;

and after the service was entertained at the house of

Abraham Moss. Exasperated by the result of the

trial and taunted by the rabble, they threatened they

“ would do” for the next Methody who came. As

Mr. Roberts was quietly seated in the house with his

friend Abraham, there was at rush at the door; the

next moment an excited mob entered and savagely

assaulted the preacher, furiously dragged him out of

the house, and violently molested him until he made

his escape by taking refuge in the house of a publican.

Colonel Hay’s representation ofJim Bludso, who sacri
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ficed himself in saving others, is applicable to the

protecting publican :

He weren’t no saint, but at jedgement

l’d run my chance with Jim

’Longside of some pious gentlemen

That wouldn’t shook hands with him.

Persecution, rightly interpreted, meant extension

of Methodism, and not extinction. The Church in

Samaria was planted there by reason of the per

secution at Jerusalem. Methodism for the same

reason pushed out and became established at Fenny

Bridge, Newsome, and Ashes Common. A class was

commenced in the house of Matthew Lodge at Bank

End, under the energetic and faithful leadership of

Abraham Moss. The class ultimately met in the

house of John Dobson, Almondbury,where preaching

services were conducted every alternate Sunday morn

ing and prayer meetings held on Sunday evenings.

The Society had comparative peace. The spirit

of persecution subsided. Here and there were strong

minded, commonsense young men who joined the

Methodists, and were able to give intelligent reasons

for their deliberate action, Of these Alzra/mm zlloss,

the converted shoemaker, was one. In his shop

villagers gathered and discussed the round of events.

Uppermost was the Methodist in-coming to the place.

Abraham was appealed to before his conversion, and

then he answered with emphasis, “ You say they are

deceivers, and I say they are not! They read out

of the Bible, they select the text from the Bible, and

they prove everything from the Bible ; and if they are

deceivers, then the Bible deceives, which cannot be.”
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It was found in course of time that a decided change

came over the people, and that a feeling of respect in

word and deed was sensibly present. Meanwhile, the

good work was gaining ground in other parts,

Skelmanthorpe, Lockwood, Clayton West, Honley,

Huddersfield, Lindley,Emley, and Thurlstone. Almost

simultaneously these places established cottage meet

ings, from whence sprang flourishing causes. This

was about 1770, the year Mr. Venn left Huddersfield.

Several incidents contributed to spread, strengthen,

and establish Methodism at that time in and around

Huddersfield. Opposition, like the wind, had fanned

the fire it could not extinguish. The storm is the

Lord’s servant, and the flame is His messenger. The

changed lives of new converts, sustained by consis

tent character, silenced many objectors. The rulers

of the Jews, “beholding the man which was healed

standing with Peter and John, could say nothing

against it.” Where opposition continued, and for a

time a Society was disbanded, like the early Christians,

the members scattered abroad went everywhere preach

ing the word and testifying for Christ.

The visits of the Countess of Huntingdon, the

Rev. John Fletcher, vicar of Madeley, and of George

Whitefield, who spent some weeks in Huddersfield in

October, 1767, and preached in the parish church,

were contributory to Methodist interests. Moreover,

the leaving of Mr. Venn for the rectory of Yelling,

in Huntingdonshire, after a distinguished ministry of

eleven years, and the less frequent visitations of

Mr. Wesley, made it imperative the Methodists

should open up new ground and resolve to worship
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according to the dictates of an enlightened mind.

So, for miles round, Huddersfield witnessed the com

mencement of Methodist prayer and fellowship

meetings and preaching services.

PLACES AND MINISTERS IN BIRSTALL CIRCUIT, 1776.

Birstall Middlestown, Midgley

Dawgreen Emley

Hightown Lepton

Mirfield Thong, Huddersfield

Dorker, Ossett  Southroyd

Briestfield Shafton. Carleton

Ambury (morn.), K. Heaton (nt.) Burton

Gildersome.

l\lINlSTERS.

John Pawson John Morgan

Joseph Thompson Wm. Thompson.

Edmund Bray opened his house in Kirkgate,

Huddersfield, for preaching. The house, unfor

tunately, suffered from a smoky chimney, and with

difficulty at times could they see the preacher or

comfortably worship. From this fact the house was

called Ree/2 ’cm. Notwithstanding the inconvenience

of the smoke, the congregation grew, and many were

added to the “Church in the house.” Increased

accommodation became an urgent necessity, and,

after many prayers and frequent conversations,

authorities were approached with a view of securing

land called Underba1zk, at the end of the now Buxton

Road. The round preachers, as the ministers of the

circuit were called, periodically preached, and by their

ministry, visitations, and counsels the Society con

tinued to report increase of membership. Others

who were not members became sympathetic and

evidenced a spirit of liberality. Parson Greenwood,
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who for the second term of years was stationed in

the Birstall Circuit, with his colleagues Thomas

Johnson and Thomas Lee, rendered excellent service

in the transfer of land, the deed of which bears date

1775. In due course the chapel was built and

opened. The chapel at Highfield had been incon

veniently crowded, and on the opening of Bank C/zapel

many joined the Methodists in worship. The chapel,

in consequence, received the name “Catch ’em.” The

debt incurred was considerably more than the friends

could meet, and permission was asked of the Con

ference to collect beyond the circuit.

Q. 23 : “Our brethren at Huddersfield desire leave

to collect money in the neighbouring circuits. May

they do it ? "0

A.: “Yes; on the terms mentioned in the late

Minutes.”

Large congregations gathered, the ministrations

were plain, pointed, and powerful,  and times of

refreshing were numerous. Four young men from

Newsome were converted, and immediately under

took Christian work at home and neighbourhood.

Prayer meetings and preaching services quickly

followed, and so from the altar-fire at the Bank Chapel

the lights of personal consecration were kindled,

which in turn meant bright and shining lights of

Methodist Societies in country places. In connection

with the building of the brick Bank Chapel and the

further development of Huddersfield Methodism, the

name of T/zomas Goldt/zorpe has honourable mention.

Five years before the opening of the chapel, he

obtained a clear sense of his acceptance with God,
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while receiving, in the sacramental service at the

parish church, the emblems of the offered body and

shed blood of Jesus Christ. For some time before

he had earnestly desired to live a godly life—a desire

arising from a firm resolve made during a recent

illness, in which he vowed, if God were pleased to

spare his life, that life should be yielded up to God

in love, obedience, and service. After prayerfully and

deliberately pondering the question to which religious

community he should connect himself, he decided to

join the Methodist section of Christ’s Church. By

careful reading of Scripture and attention to private

and public means of grace, his Christian experience

grew, and the fruits thereof were abundant and

practical. He gave of his substance, collected sub

scriptions, and visited other places in the interests of

the projected chapel scheme. His personal super

vision was unabated when violence and hostilities

were threatened. To those who, like sleuth-hounds,

ferociously attacked his good name or doggedly

growled they would drive him from the town,he said:

“You may kill me, but you cannot injure my

soul”; and “You may say you will hunt me out of

' the town; but I belong to Huddersfield, and you

cannot drive me away except to the poorhouse.”

With thoughtful care he chose the stone on

Taylor Hill, and directed its preparation in the

quarry for the building of the chapel ; but a lawless
crowd lfeloniously appropriated and clandestinely

removed it for the construction of a weir in the

river a little above the Lockwood brewery. When

the chapel was erected he was anxious to see it free
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from debt and in every prosperity. In his will he

bequeathed “ the interest on four hundred pounds to

be paid to legatees while they lived, after which the

principal devolved on trustees for the good of the

Gospel.” He was buried in Bank Chapel.

Services were started in the house of Matthew

Mellor, near Castle Hill, and over thirty persons

obtained mercy there. A weekly prayer and ex

perience meeting, established at Lockwood, in the

house of William Schofield, in the year I 770, was

especially successful. Scores attended. The meet

ings were spoken of in the shop and mills and in the

homes of the hill-girt town. From that meeting

several young men entered the ministry.

Honley is a notable instance of the civilising power

of the preached Gospel. It was notorious for bull

baiting and like cruel sport, and the population had

gained the unenviable name of “bulldogs.” The

finer instincts of humanity in too many had been

injured or sacrificed in brutal combat, or dissipated in

honour of Bacchus. In I770, yo/m A/lay was

appointed to the Birstall Circuit. He was a York

shireman, well educated, was convinced of sin in

a love-feast, and soon after converted. For eight

years had exercised his gifts as an itinerant preacher.

Coming to Honley he was received much more

respectfully than a predecessor twelve months before,

whose youthful appearance led a woman to ask, “ Is

that bairn come to be christened?” Benjamin Little

wood prepared a large outbuilding in which to hold

the serv ice conducted by Mr. Atlay. There was an

attentive and appreciative congregation, and from
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that night it was resolved to hold meetings for prayer

and praise. In 1772 John Nelson preached in the

village. He was at that time stationed in the circuit

for a second time. One T/zomas Hazgh was convinced

of sin as he heard the mighty preacher, and found

peace. He became an active worker, useful leader,

and an effective local preacher. On Sunday, April

30th, 1788, John Wesley preached in Honley church,

on “It is appointed unto men once to die, but after

this the judgment.” And many felt as well as heard

the word. The members walked to Netherthong,

Huddersfield, or Almondbury to public worship sum

mer and winter, and rejoiced in the preached word.

The Sunday School at Honley has always been an

important feature. As early as I 790 the Wesleyans

joined the Church of England and the Independents,

and opened a school at Upper Steps Mill. It was the

rallying place for teachers and scholars from Castle

Hill, Berry Brow, Woodroyd, Smithy Place, Oldfield,

Netherton, and South Crosland. Writing formed part

of the curriculum of the school. The pen and other

necessary material were of the most primitive descrip

tion. Each scholar was provided with a box of Calais

sand for copybook, and a pointed piece of wire for

pen. The writing was easily erased by running the

hand over the sand. This method continued until

1814, when the Methodist scholars removed to Green

Cliff, where the chapel was built. The school accounts

were kept with commendable accuracy, and preserved

with great care to the present time. A study of the

books discloses the minute entry of the smallest item

of expenditure, even to a halfpenny dip. Other
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entries show that scholars paid for instruction and for

loss of books. The first reference to a School Feast is

on June 7th, 1824, when £1 16s. 2d. was paid for two

stone of malt and 160 cakes at 2d. each. The school

had five sets of superintendents, of whom Squire

Brooke was one for 1824 and 1825. On March 25th,

1827, there is an entry of a request of the committee

in‘ respect to the “rej>az'rz'ng” of Bibles and Tes

taments. In 1829 are resolutions appointing sick

visitors of scholars, and prayer meetings on behalf of

the school On May 27th, 1833, the committee

agreed “that the children have a form of prayer

drawn up, and that they repeat the same on entering

the school and chapel.” It was also resolved “that a

library be established in the school for the benefit of

the teachers and scholars of the higher classes, and

that part of the money collected for the School Feast

be appropriated to the formation of the said library.”

The greatest care was taken to preserve order and

obedience, to inculcate moral principles, to lead in the

way everlasting, and to prepare the scholars for an

honourable discharge of the duties of life. The good

seed sown appeared in the glad harvest of conversions.

Mr. Thomas Haigh, of Honley, preached at the

neighbouring hamlet of Farnley Y)/as on Easter

Sunday in 1780. As Mr. Haigh was setting forth

the glory of a risen Christ ready to save, the -Holy

Spirit sealed the word. John Schofield, burdened

through conscious guilt, began there and then pleading

the merits of the risen Lord, and came to know “the

power of His resurrection.” He became a class

leader and local preacher, and was the means, under



HOLMFIRTH, AND DENBY DALE. 29

God, of great good. Preaching services were held

once a fortnight in three cottage houses, of which

John Schofield’s was one. The house of Joseph

Shaw was lz'censed for preachz'ng. The house was

built in I7I7, and a slab-stone built into the wall

over the door had the following inscription :

Remember, thou that passeth here,

Thy naked soul must soon appear

To give account before thy God

For all thy actions good or bad.

It is related that on one occasion, while service

was being conducted in one of the unlicensed houses,

Mrs. Shaw thwarted the purpose of a drunken rabble

to stop the service by summoning the congregation

to follow her to the licensed preaching house. The

congregation formed a line and walked in procession,

singing as they walked, “Jesus shall reign where’er

the sun doth his successive journeys run.” And as

they passed the public-house they struck up the verse:

Jesus, the name high over all

In hell or earth or sky.

The preaching services were held fortnightly, and

on the alternate Sunday the members went to Thur

stonland, Netherthong, and Kirkburton for worship.

The difficulty of the small Society was not from

factious assailants, incited by excessive libations, but

from the persistent refusal of land on which to build

a place of worship. Influence, adverse to the laudable

wish of the godly few, was used, which provoked an

emphatic denial of land, and for generations there

was the refusal of land on the one hand, and the

exercise of patience on the other.



  

CHAPTER II.

SHELLEY BANK AND HUDDERSFIELD CIRCUIT.

HE year I770 saw the introduction of Metho

dism to the villages of Skelmanthorpe, Clay

ton West, Thurlston, Hardingley, and Shelley. Mr.

\/Vesley visited S/zrlley Bank more than once, and

took a special interest in the establishment of Metho

dism there. Under date May 1st, I788, there is the

following entry in his Journals: “The congregation

at five a.m. at Huddersfield was exceedingly large,

coming from many miles ; but that at Shelley, a lone

place six or seven miles from Huddersfield, where I

was constrained to preach in open-air at nine a.m.,

was six or seven times larger; indeed, the largest I

have ever seen since I left Manchester; and the

power of God was\ eminently present both to wound

and to heal.” The congregation at the Sunday

services at the chapel was from fourteen villages. In

I 783 land was secured for the erection of a chapel,

which was opened on Whit Sunday, I785. A stable

was built for the convenience of those who came on

horseback, and in the yard were mounting-steps, by

means of which ladies took their seats on the

30
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pillion on horse’s back. The chapel was settled on

nine trustees for a term of 999 years. The deed

contained the following extraordinary clause: “ If

after the death of Mr. Wesley there should be two

Conferences, the trustees shall choose from which

Conference they will be served with preachers: pro

vided always, that the persons so appointed shall not

  

SHELLEY BANK NEW CONNEXION CHAPEL.

preach any other doctrine than is contained in Mr.

Wesley’s notes upon the New Testament and his four

volumes of Sermons.” A clause of the character of

the above might fittingly constitute a cross on the

Methodist chart, clearly indicating a shoal Where

perilous danger exists. It proved to be perilous in

this case. About midway between Huddersfield,
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Vi/akefield, and Barnsley is Clayton lVest. Here the

round preachers and others conducted cottage and

open-air services. On the window of a farmhouse

near the village is an inscription dated August 1st,

1771, and initialed “ S.B.,” believed to be the initials

of the Rev. Samuel Bardsley, who was in the Carver

Street Circuit, Sheffield, and was closing his ministry

there at that time.

Fear God and honour the King.

Farewell, my friends, Farewell.

I want your souls to Fare-well.

For what shall it profit a man if he gain the

whole world and lose his own soul?

Emley was favoured with Methodist meetings and

services. For many years Briestfield had a Society

Class, led by John Green, to which Jonathan Bedford

and others from Emley went. According to a Birstall

Circuit plan for I 776, there was preaching in the

village once a month. John Green, leader of the

class at Briestfield, exercised his gifts as a local

preacher. On several occasions he and his friends

were mobbed. There was no resentment, but a quiet

persistence. Affection for the people, conviction of

duty, and earnest purpose rose superior to the senti

ment of peace at any cost, and with a dignified

serenity he calmly pursued his holy duties and

charged the ungodly to “flee from the wrath to

come.” The Rev. Mr. Wooler, incumbent of Emley,

rode over to Briestfield to persuade John Green to

desist from preaching at Emley, but failed in his

purpose; neither promise nor compromise was con
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ceded. In 1798 a room in the village was duly

registered as a place of worship for Protestant

Dissenters, and was entered as a licensed room in

the Consistory Court of his grace the Lord Arch

bishop of York, and the licence signed by Joseph

Buckle, the0\Deputy Registrar. John Silverwood was

  

INSCRIPTION ON “’INDOW PANE.

one of the pioneers, and right worthily did he sustain

the honour and character of Christian living.

Thurlstone shared in the gracious wave of revived

Christianity. The chapel was built about I790. The

trust-deed contained a provision to the effect “that if

at any time after the death of Mr. Wesley there

should be two Methodist Conferences, the majority

3
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of the Trustees should determine from which Con

ference they would have the ministers.” VVhen the

Kilhamite division took place, the majority of the

trustees elected to have ministers of the Wesleyan

Conference. The work of the Lord made steady

progress, and the evenings devoted to Christian

communion and united prayer proved incalculably

helpful to young and old. Many unimpeachable

lives and triumphant deaths conclusively answered

disputants and confused controversialists.

Hardz'ng/ey is another village where, for over 120

years, Methodism has been recognised and welcomed,

and, like Cumberworth, is greatly indebted to Metho

dist influence for the moral tone and religious

principles that enrich its inhabitants and homes. In

these country places Methodism was chiefly intro

duced by small manufacturers and employers of

labour. In the market the news of prominent

evangelical ministers, and the unconscious influence

of their preaching over trade and commerce, were

favourably discussed, and, returning to their respec

tive homes, the tradesmen re-told the news and

repeated the expressed hope of Christianity sus

taining and extending trade. The doors were thrown

open to the messenger and the message of the Cross.

The love of the oft-preached Cross, like leaven,

assimilated the heart and permeated the life. Cum

berwort/z of to-day presents a striking contrast to

the description of it as given by Henry Tilson,

Bishop of Elphin, driven from his diocese by the

troubles in Ireland in 1645, when his palace was

pillaged, his library burnt, and his property destroyed.
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His lordship officiated at a small chapel at Cumber

worth for several years, and, when close on eighty

years of age, travelled week by week about twelve

miles to fulfil his duties, for which he received the

allowance of £26 per year. Writing to an intimate

friend, his lordship, under date I651, says : “I preach

every Sunday at a place in the mountains called

Cumberworth, two miles beyond Emley, where I have

Lawrence, the rector of Emley, for my host. It was

proffered me by Mr. Wentworth, of Bretton, and I

took it to be pointed out for me by God as a little

Zoar to preserve my life, though it will not reach

forty marks per annum. These wild mountaineers

had taken a somewhat discreditable part in the Civil

War against Charles I. from I642 to 1649, and had

become greatly demoralised in consequence of it,

their mode of warfare being marked by plunder and

lawless violence.”

In the memorable year of I 770 Lz'nd/ey re

sponded to the preaching of Wesley’s coadjutors, and

three years later the house of Mr. Joshua Dyson was

duly licensed as a meeting-house for worship. The

following is a copy of the licence :

“This is to certify whom it may concern that the

house of Joshua Dyson, situate in the parish of

Lindley, in the County and Diocese of York, was

this day registered in the Consistory Court of his

Grace the Lord Archbishop of York, as a place of

public worship of Almighty God for Protestant

Dissenters-—Witness my hand this Seventh day of

April in the year of our Lord one thousand seven

hundred and seventy-three.” Signed Richard Machley,
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Deputy Registrar. In this registered house the

eminent physician Sir \/Villiam Henry Broadbent,

M.D., London, was born. Mr. Wesley preached

July 9th, 1784, and May 28th, 1786, at “Longwood

House, near Lindley.” He refers in grateful words

to his hosts: “They are a blessing to all the

poor both in spirituals and temporals.” An en

  

HOUSE AT LINDLEY, WHERE SIR WILLIAM HENRY BROADBENT WAS BORN.

couraging and growing class was under the leader

ship of Joshua Dyson. In 1795 the first chapel was

erected. It was a plain, unpretentious building,

having two small cottages at one end, one of which

was occupied by the chapel-keeper. Over the cottage

was a long, low-roofed building which, until 1853,

served for the schoolroom and week-evening preach

ing services. The chapel had a three-sided gallery,

approached by stone steps at each end and supported
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by wooden pillars. In the area there were two pews,

one on each side of the pulpit and Communion rails,

and beneath the gallery the scholars were accommo

dated. Four other pews facing the pulpit were added

subsequently. The chapel was lighted by candles,

the snuffing of which caused no little amusement.

The repeated preaching of Mr. Wesley in Hudders

field, Honley, and  Shelley was succeeded by his

preaching on Heymoorhouse Common in the year

1788, on the 1st of May, between Shepley and

Shelley, to a very large congregation. George Smith,

who heard Wesley, and two of his sisters were

amongst the earliest members of Society. For

years the members walked to Thurstonland, three

miles distant, for public worship. The first preaching

service at Kz'r/éburton was held in the farthest cottage

from the road behind the “George Inn.” There

the Society met for mutual encouragement and

edification.

Twenty years after the first visit of Wesley to

Huddersfield he is there again. The note in his

Journal is brief but significant. It reveals the fact of

a great moral change in the people. This is the

note Sunday, June 8th, 1777: “Another multitude

assembled near Huddersfield iii the evening. Many

of them had never heard a Methodist preacher before;

yet they all behaved well.” Mr. Wesley preached

to the assembled multitude near Huddersfield. It

was in a village. Village preaching opens an interest

ing subject. It has been one of the most fruitful of

Christian works. It has not been accomplished with

out at times peculiar difficulties, arising from prejudice,
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misunderstanding, indifference, and hostility. The

many lay-preachers in our Connexion have rendered

priceless service. Had it not been for them in

numerable hills and dales and far-away retreats

would have continued longer in spiritual destitution

and darkness. Unnumbered thousands, pressed by

care and need, bowed by age and infirmity, or starting

upon life with its unknown and uncertain possibilities,

have been strengthened, cheered, guided by the

gospel of love and grace preached with great

acceptance by lay-preachers. They have possessed

an acquaintance of the peculiar trials and manners of

the villages, and been able to adapt themselves to the

idiosyncrasies of the people. Methodism has reaped

where it hath sown. From the villages rich harvests

of renewed souls have enriched the Church. Many of

our most illustrious preachers and leaders have hailed

from the villages.

In I779 there was a remarkable revz'"ual in Hud

dersfield and neighbourhood. Prayer meetings, early

and late, frequent preaching services, judicious

button-holing, and holy living told mightily for

good. Aged and grey-haired men and women,

young men and maidens, and boys and girls yielding

to the drawing of the Spirit, sought and found

salvation. Some cases were conspicuous. Sin

and ignorance had told their tale in action and

character more emphatically and fully than words

could represent. But the grace of God triumphed,

and the well-nigh lost souls became trophies of saving

mercy. Wesley writes : “ April 26th, I779. I

preached at Huddersfield, where there is a great
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revival of the work of God. Many had found peace

with God ; sometimes sixteen, eighteen—yea, twenty

in one day.”

lfolmfirt/1 formed a Society Class in I780. The

class was well attended and increased in membership.

For nine years after the establishment of a Society

Class the members, with their families, worshipped at

the Netherthong Chapel. The consideration of a

new chapel was often under formal notice. In prayer

and in general conversation frequent mention of the

proposed chapel was made. The conversation took

a practical turn, and at length the chapel was built at

Cuttell Bottom, on the site of the now Liberal Club. In

size and structure the chapel answered somewhat to

Thong. The pulpit was between the twoentrance-doors

and the gallery occupied three sides, while the school

was below and the approach to it down a flight of

steps. The property was vested in thirteen trustees.

The Conference of 1794 gave permission for the

sacrament to be administered in the Huddersfield,

Netherthong, Shelley, and Holmfirth Chapels.

In I760 Huddersfield was constituted the head of

a Circuit which extended from Dean Head and

Marsden, in the west, to Dodworth, near Barnsley, in

the east, and from Langsett, near Sheffield, in the

south, to Flockton, near Wakefield, in the north. It

had hitherto been part of the Birstall Circuit. While

the Circuit was considerably circumscribed in com

parison with the Circuit of which it formed a part,

it was an extensive Circuit. In addition to the now

three Huddersfield Circuits, Holmfirth and Denby

Dale Circuits, there were Dodsworth and Hoyland
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Swain, now in the Barnsley Circuit, Flockton in the

Ossett Circuit, and Dean Head in the Stainland

Circuit. The Huddersfield (Queen Street) Circuit

had two ministers appointed to it—the Revs. Parson

Greenwood and Thomas Johnson. They were not

strangers to each other nor to Huddersfield. Parson

Greenwood had been appointed on three occasions to

the Birstall Circuit. The first two appointments were

for one year each, and the third appointment was for

two years. On the last occasion Thomas Johnson was

his colleague for the two years. They were men of

tact and ability, devoted to their work and to their

people. They had won the esteem and confidence of

the Circuit when it formed part of the Birstall Circuit,

and the appointment was regarded with considerable

favour. They knew the characteristics of the West

Riding folk, their deep convictions and strong

earnestness, their independent spirit and indomitable

will. The villages on the hill—sides, the upland

districts and dales, develop natures that reflect their

geographical features. The bold range of undulating

hills, the wild moorlands, the sweep of country with

corn fields,~pastures and woods, and the deep wide

valleys, contribute to build up a robust physique and

sturdy manner as trees give colour to the insects that

live on their leaves and as water imparts its hue to

the fish which disport therein. The curt speech and

gruff manner are compatible with kindly feeling and

a generous soul. No misunderstanding arose and no

offence taken where it was never intended.

In the new Circuit were over forty Societies, with

considerably more than 1,000 members. These
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walked in the fear of God and were multiplied. The

attendance at the weekly class meeting indicated a

healthy tone of spiritual life. That meeting promoted

union, oversight and mutual edification, developed

talents of affection, fluency, and energy which other

wise would have remained dormant, and encouraged

the habit of meditation, watchfulness, and self

examination. So the lives were ennobled by the

virtues and graces that beautify, because the souls

were temples of uprightness and purity, within which

self kept conscious watch. T/ze Class Jlleetz'ng is more

than a time-honoured institution. It bears the seal

and stamp of God’s approval and blessing. It gives

stability to the wavering, strength to the feeble,

comfort to the troubled, and encouragement to the

faint, while it shields and secures, settles and stab

lishes in righteousness. “Wherefore comfort your

selves together and edify one another, even as also ye

do.” It is not history but experience we look to.

And the retention of our purity and power as a

Church demands the retention of those means which

have been the secret of our nourishment and strength.

Men of science and literature, politics, art, and

commerce meet for mutual consultation and advice.

If union is necessary in the secular, it is in the

spiritual. “Let us consider one another to provoke

unto love and to good works. Not forsaking the

assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of

some is, but exhorting one another ; and so much the

more as ye see the day approaching.” A company of

sincere souls met in Christian fellowship especially

enter into the spirit and confident hope of the verse—
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Thee we expect, our faithful Lord,

Who in Thy name are joined ;

We wait, according to Thy word,

Thee in the midst to find.

The prosperity and perpetuity of Methodist

interests were due largely to individual fidelity to

the means of grace. Faithfulness thereto incited

personal holiness and mutual sympathy.

Within eleven years of the formation of the Queen

Street Circuit, Huddersfield, the venerable founder of

Methodism died. With the word “ farewell ” on his

lips John Wesley fell asleep in Jesus. The announce

ment thrilled England and America beyond expres

sion. From one end of our own land to the other

there came a deepening sense of our loss and of our

responsibility. The thousands gathered into the fold

ofChrist’s Church mourned thedeath oftheir leaderand

shepherd, and reconsecrated themselves to the work

of seeking and saving the lost.

Within twelve months of his death, Wesley visited

Huddersfield, and preached at Halifax, where, “on

tottering up the pulpit stairs, the whole congregation

burst into a flood of tears; and more than once

his memory failed him.” The ministers stationed in

Huddersfield when Wesley died were George Story

and Robert Smith. They were not slow to take

advantage of the occasion, and with solemn earnest

ness strove to incite the Societies to holy emulation

of the saintly spirit and life of their departed chief.

Young men were enjoined to whole-hearted dedi

cation and self-sacrificing labour. Men were perish

ing, and the appeal was who will “consecrate his
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service this day unto the Lord?” The appeal was

not in vain. Abraham Moss, the converted shoe

maker, had taken more or less a leading part for

over twenty years in the Methodist Society at

Almondbury, and resolved, God helping him, to

  

exhort publicly. Though forty-one years of age, he

gavehimselftopreach

ing,and for forty-eight

years faithfully kept

his appointments. In

his first year’s preach

ing he had over one

hundred appoint

ments. He urged the

supreme importance

of the soul’s salva

tion on others as he

did when besought

by his mother to re

nounce religion for

fear of his being

thought a fit candi-1

date for the asylum.

“ Mother,” said he,

“the salvation of my soul is to me of the utmost im

portance, and on that point I can submit to none but

God.” Like Christian on pilgrimage, he closed his

ears to entreaties, and ran crying, “Life, eternal life!”

An aged minister, John Sugden, late Bishop of

Teddington, etc., who went out from Kirkburton into

the ministry, wrote recently: “Chief among the

worthies who visited Kirkburton as local preacher

LATE BISHOP SUGDEN.
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was good old Abraham Moss, a cobbler, who lived at

Almondbury, and preached not only at the Wesleyan

chapels and stations in the neighbourhood, but occa

sionally as a supply at Dogley Lane. On these

occasions he was my father’s guest, and amongst my

oldest and treasured memories are those of him. His

picture still abides as a clear mental photograph.

His quaint appearance and dress, his grave, solemn»

impressive voice and manner as he used to say grace

before and after meals, made them like a very sacra

ment to me. He was one of that apostolic band ‘of

whom the world was not worthy.’ ”*

Another young man, yosep/z T/zornton, responded

to the appeal of the Circuit ministers, and with

renewed zeal entreated sinners to be reconciled to

God. Thornton was a native of Honley, and found

“ peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” in

early life. He himself had heard Wesley preach in

I787 on several occasions, and the death of the aged

Founder made a deep and lasting impression. His

first sermon was preached in Netherthong Chapel in

I790. On Sunday, February 20th, 1831, he was

starting for Slaithwaite, when he heard Mr. David

Shaw, his friend, was not able to go -to Slaithwaite to

preach through indisposition. He at once said: “I

 

* Mr. John Sudgen, of Kirkburton, was ordained in London,

March 20th, 184.5, at Bishopsgate Street Chapel, by the Rev. Richard

W. Hamilton, LL.D., the Rev. Thomas Binney, and others, and

appointed a missionary to Bangalore, where he remained about seven

years. He was consecrated a Bishop of the Free Church of England

on the 20th of August, 1876, by Edward Cridge, Bishop of the

Reformed Episcopal Church, Victoria, British Columbia, and Benjamin

Price, Bishop Primus of the Free Church of England.
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feel so strong this morning; I can manage both

services.” He mounted the gig and immediately

sank lifeless into the arms of the driver. Mr. Thornton

took an active part in the erection of the first Queen

Street Chapel, in 1800, and in the erection of the

present substantial and commodious building erected

nineteen years later. The trustees of the Queen

Street Chapel erected a tablet to his memory, with

the following inscription :

To the memory of Joseph Thornton, of Huddersfield, who

was born January 1, 1765, and died February 20, I83I.

At this time Timot/1y Bentley, of Lockwood,

remembered for his liberal benefactions to the poor,

was conspicuous as a successful class leader, for

active interest in the promotion of Methodism, and

for whole-hearted devotion. He died suddenly while

sitting as a special juryman at York. At his death

his will directed that the interest of £1,000 be given

for ever to the Methodist Female Benevolent Society

of Huddersfield. The inscription on the tablet in

Queen Street Chapel reads :

Sacred to Faith, Hope, and Charity, all eminently

exemplified in the life and spirit of Timothy Bentley, of

Lockwood, Esquire, who fell asleep in Jesus March 31, I830,

in the 62nd year of his age.

Methodism spread with remarkable rapidity, was

heartily welcomed and readily rooted, and more than

maintained a quickened interest in Christian work.

Its brief existence bespoke permanent continuance

and immeasurable moral results. Its claims to per

petuity were soon to be tested, as subsequent events

showed. The law of reciprocity is everywhere;
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action and reaction is unceasing. The ecclesiastical

and the political are not excepted. The principle is

in the nature of circumstances and events. At the

Conference of 1795, after fasting and prayer, a com

mittee of nine preachers was appointed to draw up

the Plan of Pacification, which decreed certain regu

lations as to the Lord’s Supper, baptism, the burial

of the dead,. and the trial of preachers, carefully

guarding the sole right of the Conference to appoint

the preachers. The plan was rightly named one

of “l’acification.” The Conference strove to avoid

controversy and contention on these sacred ques

tions, and for a time succeeded in their attempt.

But “the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace”

was ultimately broken by the dissemination of

pamphlets throughout the land denouncing the

action of the Conference and agitating against the

accepted Plan of Pacification, and seriously reflecting

on the character of venerable and revered names, to

the perilous arrest of the work of God. The attacks

on the character of the brotherhood was connexion

ally actionable, and at the Conference of 1796 Mr.

Alexander Kilham, the author of the pamphlets, was

dealt with. After the greatest fairness and Christian

consideration of the whole case, the Conference unani

mously agreed to adjudge Mr. Kilham “unworthy of

being a member of the Methodist Conference.” Mr.

Kilham himself, according to the acknowledgment of 

his biographer, was ready to own the Conference had

treated him with respect, and that his examination

was as fair as Conference would admit. The agitation

‘which culminated in the Kilhamite disruption took
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place in times of political disquiet. The French

Revolution on the one hand and the Irish Rebellion

on the other shook Europe to its foundations. It is

impossible to say to what extent the ecclesiastic and

politic influences act and re-act on each other. The

connexional controversy in the opening years of the

nineteenth century was reflected in serious loss of

membership. The following statzlrtzks show how far the

Societies in the Huddersfield Circuit were affected :

 

Mem. Mem. Mem Mem.

Places. in in Places. in in

1797- 1799- 1797- 1799

Huddersfield . . I27 83 I-Iagg Lees . . 32 —

Golcar . . . . I9 I3 Denby Dale. . 36 37

Longley . . . 2o -— Kirkburton . . I4 —

Netherton . . . 20 — Farnley . . . I3 13

Crosland . . . 2| — Emley. . . . 43 31

Bag Green. . . I4 17 High Hoyland . Io 9

Little Hill . . . 9 — Slaithwaite . . I2 7

Berry Brow . . 20 — Dodworth . . I5 3I

Armitage Fold . 20 —~ Silkstone . . . 33 25

Cawthorne . . I3 9 Honley . . . 58 I9

Thurlstone and Marsden . . . I8 2o

Penistone . . 93 56 Crawle . . . I7 ~

Skelmanthorpe . 46 38 Woodhall. . . 32 —

Lepton . . . 80 21 Netheroyd H11]. 26 -—

Houses . . . 27 23 Holmfirth . . I22 I22

Kirkbeaton . . 73 56 Hepworth . . 27 20

Kay Lane . . 20 23 Maythorn(Melt

Paddock . . . 32 — ham) . . . 44 II

Nab Hill . . . 8 7 Scholes & Jack

Lockwood . . 32 —- son Bridge . 36 .. 36

Lindley . . . 46 I9 Huncoate. . . I7 20

Woodhouse . . 22 — Shepley . . . 38 25

Newsome . . 28 24 Shelley . .' . II7 9

Quarmby Cliff . I2 — Cumberworth . I4 30

Deighton . . . 34 — Tunnacliffe Hill 14 I0

Netherthong . . 75 64 Gawthorpe . . I5 21

1,114 949'
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The membership in I797 was 1,714; and the

membership two years later was 949, being a loss of

765 members.

New places Mem. Mem. New places Mem. Mem.

 opened in in opened in in

 In 1798. 1798 1799 In I798. I798 1799.

Smithy Place . 29 26 Langsett . . I2 10

Thurstonland . 40 34 Intake . . . 13 I7

Shelley Wo0d- Wooldale . . 23 19

house . . . 5 — Linthwaite . . 2I I3

Stocksmoor . II I2 I-lighgate Lane — I9

Moldgreen . . II — Dean Head. . — 6

I-loylandswain. 6

I71 I56

From 1797 to 1799 other places were opened up,

and in I799 they totaled 156, which, when subtracted

from the losses of other societies, left a nett loss of

609 members in- the Huddersfield Circuit at the time

of the Kilhamite division. It is sincerely hoped most

of them joined the New Connexion Church or some

other section of Christ’s Church. ' A moment’s glance

at the number of new places opened and Societies

formed furnishes conclusive evidence that the Rev.

George Highfield, the Superintendent at that time,

with his colleagues, worked with a steady purpose

and sustained will. The difficulty and danger were

wisely' met by patience and precaution. Loving

counsel and earnest entreaty marked the appeals of

the preachers, while with becoming firmness they

sought to enjoin the honouring of the law of God and

the Methodist Conference. To the most astute the

piloting of the ship was no easy task, but one of

constant thought and anxiety. With the loss of

members there were other considerations which

intensified the perplexity and grief of faithful
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Methodists. Chapel cases arose which occasioned

bitter feeling and legal proceedings Chapels were

erroneously transferred to the New Connexion, and

for years the contentions of the two Conferences were

continued.



  

CHAPTER III.

OLD BANK CHAPEL.

HE dates I797 and 1849 are as landmarks in

Methodism. Between one and the other are

sayings and doings, circumstances and characters, we

would not overlook. The Superintendent, George

Hzlgr/zfield, was comparatively young, for in December,

1839, forty-two years after the memorable year of

I797, we find him giving a ticket of membership to

a veteran Abraham Moss, who was then in his

ninetieth year. Abraham said, “God had been good,

and religion was better than ever.” He had tried it

for seventy years and knew what he was saying.

“Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good!” When

George Highfield replied, he fully endorsed Abraham’s

assertion, for he, too, was old. Moses said, “Thou

shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God

led these forty years in the wilderness,” and he could

not forget. And the old man’s thoughts reverted to

the experiences of forty years. Then joined the

Apostle, “ From henceforth let no man trouble me : for

I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.” He

had gone through the conflict, and like a warrior bore

50
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 waite was in the neigh

"-bourhood of the church,

/and was occupied by a Mr.

the scars of combat. He gloried in them ; but would

not in his advanced life wish to go through the

experiences of the past. “ Let no man trouble me.”

And he, like his friend Abraham Moss, was saved

from the trouble to come of 1849. In I 798, of the

ten places reported to the Quarterly Meeting as being

newly opened, we have

T/zurstonland with forty

members, and Lz'nfit (or

Linthwaite) with twenty

one. In both-places, as in

every other instance, the

meetings and services were

first held in Cottage

Houses. The one at Linth

Mellor. TheN hymns of

Wesley and the tunes of

the Wesleyans, with their

repeats and refrains, were

sung and re-sung. Ancient

senators used to sing in

public the newly-enacted

laws, so that the people

might catch the tune and above all learn the law.

In singing, Wesleyan theology was largely learnt,

and new converts built up on the faith. The

Church in the house grew in spiritual life and

numerical strength. Souls were saved through

the ministry and the means. The neighbours

  

ABRAHAM MOSS
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were drawn by magnetic lives and impassioned

entreaties.

At the Conference of 1798 the Conference asked,

“What can we do for our brethren who have had

their chapels and houses taken from them P ” Answer :

“This year we will assist Nottingham and Hudders

field, as they are places of the first importance. First,

by subscribing something handsome ourselves; and‘

secondly, by dividing the kingdom between these two 1

places, and making a public collection in all our

chapels as soon as convenient after the first quarter.”

Assisted by these means, and favoured by providential

circumstances in obtaining land, the Society pro

ceeded to erect a small chapel, which was enlarged

twice before the Large and elegant chapel in Queen

Street was built.’ Correspondence and interviews1

were exchanged by representatives of the Wesleyan

and New Connexion Conferences, with no likelihood

of the matters in dispute being amicably and justly

disposed of; and after years of waiting and hoping,

the Wesleyan Conference resolved on an appeal to

the Court of Chancery. The chapel at Brighouse,

near Halifax, was taken as a test case. On the 5th

of March, 1810, the case was heard and determined

before the Master of the Rolls. His verdict was,

“That as, what was now called in the pleadings, for

the sake of distinction, the old Conference was the

ONLY Conference which existed at the time of the

execution of the trust deed, and for many years

afterwards, it must be determined to be t/zat Con

ference only which was referred to in the deed. And

as the Trustees had not reserved by any clause in the
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deed power of making new regulations by any

decision of a majority of themselves, they must be

compelled to execute the trust according to the laws

and regulations of that Conference, for the use of

which they held the trust estate, and admit those

preachers only who were sent by the old Conference.”

This decision legally empowered the Conference to

demand the restoration of chapels that were in

dispute. Three years after the decision of the Master

of the Rolls, the solicitor to the Conference wrote on its

behalf to the trustees of the chapel at Huddersfield

“for the possession and enjoyment of the above

mentioned chapel and premises, etc.” The trustees

met, and communications made, which resulted in the

restoration of the Old Bank Chapel to the Wesleyan

Conference in the year I814, January the 2nd day.

-In due time the Sunday School, which had been

conducted at two different places, one in Upperhead

Row for the boys and the other in King Street, was

transferred there. The chapel had a square gallery,

in which a long-cased,old—fashioned eight days’ clock

was fixed. On the side nearest the site of the model

lodging-house in the area was a large pulpit, near

which stood the Superintendent’s desk. Under the

opposite gallery were the writing desks, where by

pointed short sticks words were written on fine sand

placed in shallow boxes. There also were the “read

ing-made-easy ” and New Testament classes, and the

Bible classes were on the opposite side. The area

was occupied on week-days as a boys’ school, con

ducted by a Mr. Tattersfield ; the girls’ school was in

the gallery. In a three-cornered pew at the top stood
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the Superintendent’s desk. After the reading lessons

the books were strapped together and taken to the

Superintendent. There were curious modes of punish

ment, all of them more ludicrous than agreeable.

An offender would be directed to stand within view

of the whole school, and around his neck would be

fastened a strap on which was suspended a huge card

bearing in large letters the word “ Talkative,”

“Truant,” “Sabbath-breaker,” according to the offence

of which the unfortunate culprit was guilty. Another,

and more drastic method, was to put the offending

scholar into stocks, which consisted of two pieces of

wood like a milkman’s panniers, with holes for head

and arms. The scholars worshipped in Queen Street

Chapel, and after the service those who had-come

from a long distance walked back to Buxton Road to

eat the dinners brought with them from home. Two

of the teachers were deputed to keep order during

dinner. The Anniversary Services were held on

Whit Sunday, in the afternoon and evening, when the

scholars who came from a distant village or hill-side

were taken in groups to various houses to tea. The

collections at the Anniversary ranged from £26 to

£30, and afterwards exceeded that amount. When

the collection was announced the girls curtsied and

the boys bowed. The Anniversary was known as

“Cap Day,” because on that day the girls wore white

frilled caps provided by the school, and crimped by a

machine kept for that purpose.

The Almondbury Socz'ety was actively engaged in

good works. On the death of Mrs. Dobson, eminent

for her Christian graces, active interest in and
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devotion to the Methodist cause, the alternate Sunday

morning preaching services and Sunday evening

prayer meetings were transferred to the house of

Charles Whittell, which, in course of a short time,

became inadequate to the congregations. A site for

a chapel was obtained from Mr. Batty, of Fenay, and

the foundation stone of a new chapel was laid July

1st, 1814, by the father of the Rev. W. L. Thornton,

who, in 1864, was elected President of the Conference.

The entire cost was £1,155. Before the chapel was

completed services were conducted in it. On Christ

mas morn, 1815, at six o’clock, a memorable prayer

meeting was held, when 300 persons were present.

The hearty singing and the earnest prayers of that

Christmas morn hallowed the time and place, and

from that scene and day holy influences went which

long inspired with hope and strength. The chapel

was formally opened on Whit Sunday, 1816, by the

Revs. D. McNicoll and W. McKitrick, and the mem

bership in one year rose from twenty-four to IOO.

The Sunday Sc/2ool, which was commenced in

1808 in a room adjoining the “Rose and Crown” Inn

by the conjoint action of Churchmen and Wesleyans,

was conducted in the old National School, Westgate.

The united management continued for a while, but

was not considered satisfactory. The Wesleyans

removed to a large room in Mr. Farrand’s warehouse

until other provision was made in the chapel and

vestry. In 1824, on Good Friday, the new Sunday

School adjoining the chapel was opened by the Rev.

David Stoner. The Holy Ghost accompanied the

preached Word, and many hearts were smitten.
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Several additions were afterwards made, and altera

tions effected to both the chapel and school. The

services of the Rev. yo/m Hanna/z were highly suc

cessful in reducing very considerably the debt. With

the special efforts to grapple with the debt, there was

no slackening of effort in the building up of the

 
 

ST. JOHN0S CHAPEL, ALMONDBURY.

spiritual life. The ministry of the Word was mighty

u-nto salvation, and in 1832 a gracious revival was

experienced. Teachers and .scholars, parents and

children, were led to a personal saving interest in

the Saviour. '

In May, 1861, the Society suffered the loss,

through death, of M1’. Be1zjn11zz'rz Corker, who was
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associated with the building of the Almondbury

chapel and early aggressive Methodist work in the

place. With conspicuous faithfulness he discharged

the duties of local preacher and class leader to the

edification and comfort of all. His long life was

characterised by signal activity and exemplary

godliness.

The result of the serious division was a reduction

of members in the Queen Street Socz'ety to 127. The

names of Webb, Brooke, James Lockwood, Thomas

Mitchell, and Joseph Thornton are amongst those

who continued faithful. They were “troubled on

every side, yet not distressed ; perplexed, but not in

despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down,

but not destroyed.” They prayed, and made suppli

cation. The ministry of Highfield, Gloyne, and

Drake was accompanied by demonstrations of the

Spirit, and many believed unto salvation. A plot of

ground called “ Bone Croft” was leased ~for a chapel

and minister’s house, February Ist, I798. The lease

was for sixty years, renewable every twenty, and the

annual ground rent £7 8s. The old c/zapel, Queen

Street, was twice enlarged. In twenty years the

chapel, though enlarged twice, was not adequate

to the congregation. If, through insufferable

heat, members of the congregation were over

come by drowsiness, they rose in the pew and

stood until the drowsiness passed off; if perchance

one fell asleep, he was awoke by the rod of

an official whose duty was to rouse up the sleepy.

Some might say the sermons were long and un

interesting, and others might attribute it to the
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eagerness of the congregation to receive the Word.

This is most likely, we think, because of the crowds

that gathered, the willingness to stand, or, if overcome

with sleep, to be roused up by an official. The Word

was precious in those days, and it was accounted so.

In 1808 and 1809 Robert Nera/ton-—afterwards Dr.

Newton—was the Superintendent. It is not necessary

for us to give a long account of the character and life

of that great man. He was early brought to the

knowledge of the truth, was eminently gifted and

honoured of God ; equally distinguished as a Christian

orator, teacher, and divine, and unceasing in labours.

He gloried only in the Cross, and was uncompromising

in his fidelity to Methodism ; and his death was one

of triumphant joy, April 30th, 1854, in the seventy

fourth year of his age, and the fifty-fifth of his

memorable ministry.

In the year 1809 an incident happened which will

illustrate the power of Robert Newton as a preacher.

George PVz0l.ron, then forty-seven years of age, a

frequenter of the public-house, and gifted with the

skill of mimicry and song, was induced to hear Mr.

Newton. He heard him, and at once felt he was a

great sinner, and must seek forgiveness. He sought

and found mercy. For many years he held the office

of Society steward and local preacher, took a deep

interest in the erection of Queen Street Chapel, and

was one of the trustees in 1824. Not less remark

able was the conversion of Mrs. Wilson through the

ministry of the Rev. Robert Newton. Driven by a

heavy shower to find shelter in the Wesleyan Chapel,

Queen Street, she heard Mr. Newton preach, and was
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convinced of sin. On returning home she said to

her husband, “I have been to the Methodist chapel,

and I have heard such a man‘ as I have never heard

before. If he is right,‘I am wrong. I will hear him

again.” She heard him again, with the result that

light—the light of God’s reconciled face—shone into

her soul. At this time the work of God greatly

prospered. Many were added, not to the‘ Church

only, but unto the Lord. The Rev. Isaac Clayton

was a colleague of Mr. Newton’s. They were mutu

ally helpful. Mr.Clayton was ready in every cause to

sustain and encourage his Superintendent, and the

wholeCircuit rejoiced greatly in having men eminently

devoted and successful. The local preachers’ plan

had‘ names that were towers of strength. Notably

David Shaw, who was conspicuous for exemplary

Christian fidelity and zeal and for thirty years’ suc

cessful preaching. He was one of the first trustees of

the Queen Street Chapel, and greatly esteemed by

all who knew him. - ' -

During Mr. Newton’s superintendence the cause

at Outlane was begun. Desirous to extend the know

ledge of Christ, he rode to the Moorland hamlet and

inquired if there were any Methodists in‘ the neigh

bourhood. On learning that Mr. and Mrs. Wood,

late of Greetland, resided there, he at once called and

made arrangements for cottage services. Two or

three formed the nucleus of a Society, and met regu

larly with gratifying results. Others hastened to join

them, and eventually the meeting was held in a room

over cottages. The room was significantly called the

“long baulk.” Ultimately it was again deemed
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necessary to acquire larger accommodation, and a

chapel was built in 1822. The opening services were

conducted by the Rev. David Stoner. Abel Taylor,

of Longwood, an earnest local preacher, was appointed

class leader, to the joy and spiritual progress of the

Society. Afterwards the late lllr. Butterwort/z

Broadlrent had charge of the class. It is impossible

to recall his name without feeling that in his life were

enshrined the elements of a bright and manly religion.

At the time he was a leader at Outlane he had the

oversight of a class at Longwood. A man of strict‘

uprightness and thorough kindness, of unassuming

manner, assiduous in work, and commanded the ad

miration and respect of all. His sun went down

while it was yet day. Among his last words was

an expression of regret he had not more strength

to sing the beautiful hymns he had so often sung

when in health.

Some years' after, at a missionary meeting held at

Outlane, his son, Arnold, then a young man full of

hope and promise, when called upon to address the

meeting, began by a very tender reference to the

memory of his father, and then said he hoped so to

live and serve the Church of his choice as to be

worthy of the name he bore. Father and son have

since met in heaven. Their names are an inspiration

to heroic and devoted lives. The Outlane Society

has, like many good people, known what it is to be in

want of money, especially when they wished to build

the chapel they now have. Their monetary difficulties

have developed the rich qualities of self-denial and

self-help. At the present time the entire trust pro
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perty, including chapel of 500 sittings, complete with

organ, school, and class rooms for 300 children, is free

from debt. The hearty congregational singing, led

by an efficient choir, is a characteristic feature. Our

hymns are made good use of, and, by means of well

selected tunes, largely become the people’s liturgy

and the exponent of their hopes and fears, sorrows

and joys. Charles Wesley is to them a second

Psalmist. Outlane Methodism is a striking

illustration of the ‘grace and guidance of God.

A  few years after the “ new drop ”— a local

name for the Reform in‘1849—the Sunday School

was opened by the singing of a hymn only, prayer

being omitted. A 1'e21z'zIal in 1857 and 1858 in the

Huddersfield and Holmfirth Circuits, in which Mr.

Storr and~Squire Brooke took a prominent part,

swept over the village, and many were saved. The

revival resuscitated the school-, and in 1860 there were

200 scholars and an efficient staff of teachers, mostly

members of Society. A Band of Hope, formed in

1879 with sixty members, has now an enrolled mem

bership of upwards of 200, the larger portion being

adult scholars.

At the Conference of 1810, Holmfirt/z was made

the head of a new Circuit. For two years Mr. Newton

had been in the Circuit before the division, and it

was with regret he was not longer to remain in

Huddersfield. The regret, however, was not without

a grateful consideration that the removal was only as

far as Holmfirth. A good work had gone on, and

the Society increased from the time of its estab

lishment as a separate and distinct Society, and there
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were evident signs of a most prosperous Circuit. Mr.

Newton and his colleague, the Rev. John Brown, were

most cordially welcomed, and the year was entered

upon with renewed consecration to God. In the new

Circuit were Thong, Thurstonland, and Hepworth, and

376 members. The congregations increased, and a

spirit of earnest expectancy and fervent desire

possessed the people, and the work of conversion

followed. The old chapel became inadequate, and the

trustees and congregation resolved on a new chapel.

The present site was secured for 999 years, at a

rental of £22 per annum, and a larger and more

suitable place of worship was built to accommodate

about 650 persons. A two-storeyed school was built

behind the chapel, the boys occupying the lower room

and the girls the upper. The trustees gave the stone.

Some of the fittings of the chapel at the top of

Victoria Street were utilised in the new erection.

There were seventeen trustees, of whom the Revs.

John Barber, Jonathan Parkin, and Robert Newton

were three. The cost of the chapel was £2,700,

towards which subscriptions amounting to £750

were given. Before the chapel was completed,

services were held therein, the congregation occu

pying the gallery, with temporary seats formed of

planks. The chapel was formally opened on

April 17th, 181 I, by the Revs. Jabez Bunting, Richard

Elliott, and others, and the collections amounted to

£52 I7s. II{;d. The choir was situated in front of

the pulpit, and various kinds of instruments accom

panied the singing. ' The lighting was by candles for

over a quarter of a century, when oil lamps superseded
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the candles. The return of membership at the first

quarterly meeting of the new Circuit was as follows :

Holmfirth 180 members and II classes.

Thong 5I ,, ,, 4 ,,

I-Iepworth 78 ,, ,, 6 ,,

Thurstonland 38 ,, ,, 2 ,,

Meltham 20 ,, ,, I ,,

376' 24

The total contributions from the Societies were

£51 7s. I0§d. per quarter.

The preachers laboured incessantly, and, under

the influence of their preaching, the congregations

were swayed like a field of corn. If not both

appointed on a week evening, they not infrequently

went together. On one occasion Mr. Newton was

conducting the service in a private house, from which

all movable furniture had been removed to make

standing-room for the congregation, when a voice

from without cried : “ Mr. Newton, there are as many

outside as in.” In a moment he asked: “Will any

of you open his house ? ” One replied : “ I will open

mine.” That night two services were held simulta

neously, a revival began, and in a short time sixty

were added to the Society. The European wars

involved great distress, which was intensified by

the depression of trade and the indifferent har

vests. All British goods were precluded from the

Continent; a decree placed the British Islands

in a state of blockade; communication, as well

as commerce, with other Powers was prohibited;

English goods found in France, in the territory of its
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allies, were confiscated; the Berlin Decree and the

retaliatory councils of the British Government, with

the indifferent yearly produce of agriculture, told

with crushing severity on the English people.

A deep-seated and widespread dissatisfaction

reigned. Many West Riding workmen joined together

to destroy machinery in revenge for existing evils. A

secret conspiracy was formed, headed by an imaginary

General Ned Ludd. Hence the agitators and avengers

were called the Luddites. The organisation was

cemented by a solemn oath. Their plunder, demoli

tions, and violence were strangely attributed to divine

overruling, as on a former occasion the merciful heal

ing of a demoniac was falsely attributed to Beelzebub.

It was determined1 by the Luddites to remove one Mr.

Horsfall, of Marsden, who was known to favour power

looms, a newly-invented machinery. Three men were

chosen by the confederacy to carry out the murderous

purpose. On Tuesday, April 21st, 1812, Mr. Horsfall

was returning home from the Huddersfield Market, by

way of Crosland Moor, when he was shot by agents

of the league. He was taken into the “Warren

House” Inn, and died there. The unhappy men

were arrested, condemned, and hanged. It was sus

pected stolen firearms were secretly hid in the roof

of a chapel in the Holmfirth Circuit. The roof was

searched, but no firearms were found. The Societies

were thrown into alarm, and feeling rose to a high

pitch of excitement. Mr. Newton did his utmost to

allay the Luddite feeling, and on leaving the Circuit

received a letter of thanks from a magistrate for his

efficient help in the preservation of law and order.
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The Revs. John Kershaw and Philip Jameson

succeeded Rev. Robert Newton and his estimable

colleague, Isaac Clayton, to the pastorate of the

Huddersfield Circuit. Mr. Kershaw had spent one

happy and successful year with Newton before the

division of the Circuit. The circumscribed Circuit had

two ministers. It must have been regarded as more

compact, though, judged from a modern standard, it

was still an extensive Circuit. The reduction of the

ministerial staff did not alarm Mr. Kershaw, who had

been a party to the division of the Circuit and the

reduction of the ministers from three to two in the

Huddersfield Circuit. He had never been afraid of

work, and with heart and hope entered on the new

order of things, regarding the many Societies as a

farmer his fields enclosed in a “ring fence.” The

work of the Lord continued to prosper. The local

preachers and class-leaders worked with considerable

unanimity and with admirable courage and zeal.

The Lz0nt/zwaz'te Socz'ety made encouraging progress.

The meetings and services were decidedly successful.

The Church in the house exceeded the available

accommodation. Frequent suggestions for a chapel

were made, and at length acted on. A site must be

secured, and excavations done and stone secured.

All these were strictly and duly seen to. Gladly did

the members offer time, sinew, and gold. In

excavating a spring was struck, which necessitated

work by day and by night. The members were

equal to the need. In I810 the chapel was opened

by a young minister--Henry Taff, who had four years

before travelled in the Circuit, and was greatly

5
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beloved for his devotion, courtesy, and power as a

preacher. The Linthwaite chapel was the second

__\\   1n 1,  1  1 ,

 

village chapel in the now Huddersfield Circuits.

With varying results the Society worshipped in the

old chapel until the erection of the present one in the
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year 1867, at a cost of about £3,000, and the gift of

the late Mr. George Mallinson, who died in the hope

of the Gospel, April 3rd, 1885. Interesting reminis

cences are given connected with Methodism in Lin

thwaite. Squire Brooke preached in the old chapel

April 15th, 1826. During the service he observed a

stranger in the pew of Thomas Shaw, of Low-West

Wood. After the service he asked Mr. Shaw, at

whose house he was to dine, “Who is that young

lady that sat in your pew this morning?” “She is

Miss Martha Smith, of Greetland, and has come to

request you to preach there. She will be at my

house to dinner.” Miss Smith became the wife of

Squire Brooke. The popular preacher always

attracted large congregations because of his unique

character and remarkable usefulness. On one occa

sion he said to Abraham Ashton, the chapel-keeper,

“John, have I preached from this text here?” “ Yes,

sir.” “And this text?” “Yes, sir.” “And this?”

“Yes, sir.” Thinking the chapel-keeper was mis

taken, he quoted another. Again there was the

answer, “Yes, sir,” when the squire replied, “Nay, I

never have; I never preached from the text in my

life." It was not unusual for members of the con

gregation to make audible responses when the

sermon was being preached. It happened that one

George Dyson, subject to fits of depression, was, with

Betty, his wife, listening to a cheering discourse on

the goodness of God, when Betty, anxious her husband

should be encouraged to greater hopefulness, repeat

edly said, “Yer thee, George; does tha yer ought?”

It was too much for the despondent husband, who at
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length warmly answered, “I wish tha’d ’old thee

noise, and leave me alooan.” Revival services were

held, and anxious the following day should not go by

without a service, one of the members said, “I will

undertake to secure a preacher.” Early the following

morning a journey was taken to Thurstonland to

secure James Hobson. He came, and the son of the

one who offered to secure a preacher was converted.

A young man who from childhood was impressed

he would be a preacher, prayed, “If it were the

Lord’s will -he should preach,” might he know

it beyond doubt during the coming month, by

being requested to take an appointment that

otherwise would not be filled by reason of the

absence of the preacher planned. It happened

exactly as the young man prayed, and he became

a Wesleyan minister. The lovefeasts and cottage

Sunday evening prayer meetings are spoken of. On

alternate Sunday evenings prayer meetings were

held at Helme, Blackmoorfoot, High House Green,

High House, Clough, South Riding, and elsewhere.

There are names worthy of being had in remem

brance Grace Brayshaw, an old widow woman, ever

present at the preaching services, class meeting, and

Saturday night band meeting. In the dark and

wintry nights she would be there. Thomas Sykes,

of Blackmoorfoot, converted in 1816 under the

ministry of the famous David Stoner, for thirty-two

years Sunday School superintendent, twenty- eight

years chapel steward, and thirty years a leader of

a Society Class, and who was killed October IIth,

1852, at Slaithwaite Station by a passing train. The
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t/zree brot/zers, Edmund, John, and James Sykes.

Edmund was a local preacher fifty-eight years, and

class-leader fifty-six years, and died November 4th,

1866. John is gratefully remembered as class-leader

and Sunday School superintendent, which offices he

faithfully sustained for fourteen years. James was a

man of God, and rendered excellent service. Samuel

Dyson, converted when nineteen years of age, during

a lovefeast conducted by Squire Brooke. He was

appointed class-leader by the Rev. Thomas Dickin,

the first Superintendent of the Buxton Road Circuit

when divided from Queen Street at the Conference

of 1845, and was placed on trial on the local

preachers’ plan in I852, and for twenty-nine years

acceptably kept his appointments. Like Enoch, “he

walked with God,” and after a few hours’ illness, like

Enoch, “was not, for God had taken him,” April 19th,

1881, aged 66 years. Abra/zam As/zton, for many

years chapel-keeper and Sunday School teacher,

loved by all and a lover of all, a man of simple and

transparent life, who lived to the age of eighty-three,

and at the moment of death waved his hand and

said “ W/zod7Il ! ”—true Yorkshireman that he was!

Then there was good yo/m PVa/ker, who died in 1895,

at the age of eighty-four. A man who did more by

his thirty years’ superintendency, fifty years’ leader

ship of a Society Class, and many years’ visitation of

the sick than earth will ever know. He, for sixty-four

years of Christian profession, maintained an un

tarnished shield—the pledge of victory through

Christ. When asked, on his death-bed, “ Is all well P ”

he firmly answered, “Yes; and will be.” There is
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another name of precious memory—Benja1;zz'n Lock

wood; converted in early life, Sunday School teacher,

class-leader, choirmaster, trustee. While yet young

he fell a prey to small-pox, to the deep grief of

the whole township. A minister’s house was built

in 1867, and ever since the Society has had the

personal supervision and influence of a resident

minister. The Sunday School has received constant

attention, and scholars have received good, several

of whom have entered the Methodist ministry.



  

CHARTER IV.

DENBY DALE.

' IN 1813 Denby Dale became the head of a Circuit.

" The division of the Barnsley Circuit, twice in

‘thirteen years, testifies to the rapid growth of the

work, and the joyous increase of membership. There

were now eight ministers where, thirteen years before,

there were only three ministers. So mightily did

the Word grow. The increase of the sowers of seed

resulted in more profuse scattering, and a correspond
I ing harvest reaping. Thomas Gee and Thomas Stead

"were appointed as the first ministers to the newly

formed Circuit. Like their namesake in the Gospel

they were matter-of-fact men, and prayed to have

visible tokens of the Saviour’s presence. The same

year a minister’s house was built at Denby Dale,

which, with the land, cost £729, and was defrayed by

subscriptions and collections. The chapel was built

in 1801, and would seat 450 persons

IV/r. I1Vood, senr., a life-long friend of Methodism,

was foremost in the advancement of the Christian work

in Denby Dale and the Circuit. He was brought to

the knowledge of God in his youth, and for many

71
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years worshipped in the Shelley Bank Chapel. On

the trustees electing to join the New Connexion, he

opened his warehouse at Denby Dale for Methodist

services until the present chapel was opened. His life,

shadowed by sore trial, clearly witnessed to the suffi

ciency of grace. For several years he was a Circuit

steward, trustee,and class-leader, and, after sixty years’

  

WESLEYAN CHAPEL, DENBY DALE

fellowship, died in the hope of the Gospel. A short

but significant letter to the Rev. Isaac Clayton is

preserved, of which the following is a copy:

. Denby Dale, Dec. 25, I8|6.

DEAR SlR,—I forgot to tell you that we have a good and

very handsome chapel at Skelmanthorpe. It was opened by

the president, Mr. Reece, on the Ioth November, ISI6, and is
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rather larger than ours. I hope it will be made a blessing to

the inhabitants of that place, for many of them want both

civilising and humanising.—Yours, etc., JOHN WOOD

In his will he directed that £100 be given to the

Denby Dale Wesleyan Chapel, on condition that the

trustees annually pay the sum of £2 to the Denby

Dale Society, and the sum of £2 to the Wesleyan

Missionary Society. To him the words of Charles

Mackay had great meaning:

Goodness is alone immortal ; evil was not made to last.

Penz'stone formed part of the new Circuit,being,with

Denby Dale, detached from the BarnsleyCircuit. Here

for four years fortnightly preaching services were held

on Sunday evenings, and at other times the Society

attended Thurlstone for morning and afternoon wor

ship. The old chapel would hold 120 persons. The

Society was poor, and not equal to a larger and costly

building. It was the day of small things, and the begin

ning of better. Within the unpretentious sanctuary

there were hallowed seasons of divine manifestations.

J. Melling, Esq., of Sheffield, and the Rev.W. H. Major

interested themselves in the Methodist cause, and by

their united instrumentality a scheme for the building

of a new chapel was developed. Various meetings

were held and subscriptions promised, and ultimately

the memorial stone was laid by the much respected

John Dyson, Esq., of Thurgoland, in the year 1871.

The chapel will accommodate 500, and cost £1,600

Subsequently the minister’s house was built at a cost

of £900.

In 1814, during the superintendency of the Rev.

John Braithwaite, in the Huddersfield Circuit, Cowms
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and Kz'r-‘/Ieburton made substantial progress. A chapel

was opened in Cowms, vigorous meetings held, and in

the following year I70 sittings were let. In I816 a

chapel was built at Kirkburton, the site of which

was given by Mr. Joseph Savage. The Country

Methodist Society gave four local preachers to the

Circuit, and two preachers—the Revs. Joseph Earn

  

PONTEY CHAPEL 

shaw and John Booth—to the Connexion. The

neighbouring chapel at Pontey was well attended.

The singing was accompanied by the bass, played by

Jonathan and George Smith, and led by John Horn,

standing, with swallow-tailed coat, in front of the

pulpit, with one hand on his chin and beating time I

with the other.
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In 1816 we have the appointment of George

Sargent, James Sykes, and David Stoner. The

year was distinguished by a general revzk/al in the

Circuit. The work of Stoner is known wherever

Methodism has found acceptance. His maxim was

“If you wish to see extraordinary effects you must

use extraordinary efforts.” An extract from his

memoir will represent to us the life-long ardour in

preaching and insatiable desire for conversions.

Towards the close of his last discourse, founded on

Luke xi. 32, he exclaimed, “Yet forty days and

Nineveh shall be overthrown !” And then after a

solemn pause, added, “Yet ten days, and perhaps

your preacher may be a lifeless corpsel” The pre

diction was fulfilled, exactly ten days later, on the

23rd of October, 1826. His last words reflected his

intense and powerful ministry. “Lord, save sinners!

Save them by thousands, Lord ! Subdue them, Lord !
Conquer them, Lord.” He reiterated these petitions I

nearly twenty times; then sank down, reposed his

head on the pillow, and expired without a struggle or

a groan, a little before twelve o’clock, aged 32 years

and 6 months; universally lamented.” During the

year 1816, as we have already mentioned in a letter

of Mr. John Wood to the Rev. Isaac Clayton, the

S/tel11zaut/zorpe C/zapel was opened. The Society lost

only a few members by the Kilhamite division. The

lines of Wordsworth adapted represent the Skelman

thorpe Society.

While as one growing Church retires,

Another takes its place.

Under the fostering care of Mr. /osep/z Fz'eld, the
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Society revived. From early manhood he devoted

his life to God, and of him it may be affirmed, “ God

was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man.”

Mr. yo/uz was greatly interested in the building of

the commodious chapel, and lived to see it well

attended, and the Society established and flourishing.

Mr. Rz'c/zara', son of John, followed the parental

example. His manner was reserved and retiring,

his piety deep and fervent, and his services, as class

leader, chapel and Society steward, and Sunday

school teacher, were loving and faithful. On attain

ing his sixtieth year, he retired from business and

devoted his income, beyond a given sum, to various

religious and charitable objects. “He only who

forgets to hoardhas learned to live.”

In 1817, Sl222'!/zwazle shared in the beneficence of

Methodism. William and James Pogson, of Lingards,

and William Holroyd, of Holthead, previously con

nected with the Linthwaite Society, met for prayer and

worship inthe “Long Baulk.” They suffered for con

science sakeat thehandsof thoughtless andwicked men.

The persecutions united them more closely together in

brotherly love and in godly purpose, and like Israel

in Egypt, the more they were oppressed the more

they increased. The “Long Baulk” was a good

sized room, extending over two storeyed cottages

and situated at Scarr Hall. At the right hand

gable end was a flight of stone steps, protected

by iron rails, leading to the second storey of the

cottages, and from the landing at the top of the stone

steps there was a second flight of steps of wood,

which led to the entrance of the rented room consti
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tuting the primitive sanctuary of the early Methodists

in Slaithwaite. The long beam or Baulk which

spanned the room furnished the name by which the

room was known. One of the leading spirits was

blind Mary May. When she spoke at the lovefeasts

and other meetings, she reminded the company in

exultant tones, “Bless you, when I get to heaven I

shall see as well as any of you,” “ And they shall see

His face.” The names of Priscilla Quarmby, Nancy

Haigh, Sally Lees, Peggy Varley, Neddy Haigh,

Benjamin Sugden, Joseph and Mary Heaton, are

reverently associated with early Methodism in Slaith

waite. Prayer meetings were held on Sunday morn

ings at eight o’clock, in the house of Neddy Haigh.

There are names of a more recent date. The two

Wi/,{’z'12sons—_7o/1n and Charles, both local preachers,

and like David and Jonathan indissolubly joined in

love stronger than death. For about forty years

Charles preached and in many ways served the

Church with fidelity. John received his first ticket

from\ the Rev. George Highfield, and a note of

authority to preach from the Rev. Thomas Dickin.

His first sermon was preached in the body

of the present chapel, from “God so loved the

world, etc.” John iii. 16. He preached an hour.

His own words are, “\Vhen I saw I had preached

the clock round I thought it was time to drop

it.” He was most exemplary in keeping his

appointments, and would say when the weather was

most uninviting :

Come hail, come wind, come rain or snow,

I’m a local preacher, and I must go.
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He often told of his conversion, and invariably

added :

VVhen I was willing with all things to part,

He gave me His bounty. His love in my heart.

The summary of his Christian experience he said

was, “I began singing, and then praying, and then

praising, went teaching, and then preaching, and last

of all it’ll be glory.” When asked on his death-bed

by a brother local preacher, “Well, how is it with you

now, brother? Is there firm foothold, or do the

stones give way?” the instant reply was, “No, no!

firm as a rock, firm as a rock.” He “fell on sleep”

June 30th, 1882, aged 68 years. jfosep/z Hazglz is spoken

of with affection. His inoffensive, kindly spirit won

the loving approval of all. For forty years he was

leader of the choir. His house was called the

“Pilgrim’s Inn,” because Methodists were always

welcome there. Thomas Sykes rendered enduring

service in several official capacities, and his memory

is precious. The present chapel was built in 1839, at

a cost of £1,800, and accommodates 450. The ex

cavations were done by the members. Services were

held in the building before it was covered in. The

formal opening was by the Rev. Charles Hayden, who

preached twice.

A Queen Street prayer-leader’s plan, bearing date

1818, indicates there were twelve weekly meetings held

in Huddersfield in private houses after the Sunday

evening service. A foot-note directs the twelve bands

of four prayer-leaders each to retire into the vestry

after the evening service is concluded to set out to

their respective appointments, and earnestly requests
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that the meetings, which began at eight, be concluded

at nine o’clock. One of the twelve houses was that

of Mr. jfosep/z Bower. He was loyally attached to

Queen Street. His will bears date January, 1836, in

which, after making provision for an invalid daughter,

he directs that six cottage houses in Dock Street be

sold, and the interest of the money distributed to

the poor of Huddersfield and its neighbourhood by the

Superintendent and chapel stewards of the Wesleyan

Chapel, Queen Street, Huddersfield, upon the first

Monday in October yearly and every year, at the vestry

of the Queen Street Wesleyan Chapel, Huddersfield.

18I9—182o. Joseph Fowler, the father of the

Hon. Sir H. H. Fowler, was appointed in the

Huddersfield Circuit with Cleland Kilpatrick and

John Storey. This period was marked by aggressive

work in the villages. Ritualistic form and ceremonial

circumstances have never been the essence of

Methodism, and seldom, if ever, her characteristic

features on entering a new place. A small Society

Class met in a cottage at Stafford Hill, Kz'r,€‘/zeaton.

Preaching services were conducted in the same house

once a quarter, after which was the quarterly renewal

of tickets. A second Society Class was held in a

cottage at Lea Head, Dalton, and continued to be

held there for nearly twenty years. The class

was subsequently transferred from Lea Head

to the house of Mr. John Taylor of Nettleton,

where it continued to meet for many years. On

the removal of the Swedenborgians from a

room over the two cottages at Upperheaton

in 1828 to the chapel at Grove Place, Dalton, the
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vacated room was offered to the Wesleyans at a

rental of one shilling per annum. Services were

conducted morning and afternoon and evening every

alternate Sunday, and morning and afternoon on

the other Sunday, when an evening service was held

in the house of John Taylor, of Nettleton. This

arrangement continued for forty-one years, after which

the services were conducted entirely at Upperheaton.

During the ministry of the Revs. James Carr, Alex

ander McAulay, and Samuel McAulay, a revival was

experienced resulting in the addition of sixty to the

Society. The conversion of an old man, seventy

years of age, is reported. After repeated attacks of

illness and repeated invitation to the house of God,

he went to hear an old mate preach. The Word

smote the heart of rock. He mourned his sin, and

sought Christ. He said, “ I can’t help fretting about

it, sir, but I hope the Lord will forgive me,” and the

tears coursed down the deeply furrowed cheek. And

then with rising and appropriating faith he rejoicingly

said, “ I can’t help fretting about it, sir, but I believe

the Lord has forgiven me.” At the close of life the

old man’s thoughts bridged the intervening years, and

his never-to-be-forgotten penitential grief was recalled,

while with faith and thankfulness, which knew no con

demnation, he said, “I used to fret about it all day long,

sir, but the Lord has brought me above that now.”

The words of Bunyan’s Pilgrim were true of him—

’Tis true, ’twas long ere I began

To seek to live for ever,

But now I run fast as I can;

’Tis better late than never.
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Wz0/lz'am Medley was closely identified with Upper

heaton Methodism. From the time of the commence

ment of public services there to the time of his death

—a period of twenty-three years—he was Society’s

steward. For the same number of years he was only

absent from the Sunday and week evening services

three times, and then he was unavoidably prevented

from attendance. He loved the way to Zion’s hill,

and paid his constant service there.

We find /lln/a/zam /l/Iellor, of Almondbury, busily

engaged in practical godliness. His consistency and

generosity were marked by all. The irreligious

affirmed “Abraham Mellor is a good man, he is one

of the right sort.” Spare hours were gratuitously

spent in digging out for the foundations of the

chapel, and toward its building he contributed

£100, which was more than half of all he possessed.

He obtained good through the preaching of the

Methodists, and sought to be the means of good to

others.

Deadmanstone is another village that in 1820 gave

a welcome to the Methodist preachers. It is believed

the name arose from a gruesome discovery made in a

natural archway existing in the rocks, which are still

preserved intact behind the chapel vestries. It is

assumed that during one of the early Border wars the

place was held by one of the Scotch forces, and a

sentry, caught asleep, was walled up by the enemy.

The discovery of his remains gave the name of

Deadmanstone. Society Classes were established at

Armitage Bridge and Taylor Hill, under the leader

ship of Benjamin Naylor and Frances Vickerman.

6
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The Circuit ministers often preached from the rock,

which became a sacred temple floor. Here the

chapel—known in the district as the “Rock Chapel”

—was built. The solid rock remained, and the chapel

was made to suit the place, and not the place the

chapel. The architecture is consequently unique.

The large, square, upper room would hold about 200

people. The pews were arranged in gallery form,

and a few benches were placed on either side of the

pulpit for the scholars, and the singers’ pew was

beneath the pulpit desk. One of the opening sermons

was preached by David Stoner, who called the Rev.

Mr. Ashton, pastor of the Lockwood Baptist Church,

into the pulpit to take part in the service. The

chapel became a centre of active Christian influence.

Hallbower, Newsome, Taylor Hill, Armitage Bridge,

and Castle Hill were without a place of worship. A

class meeting was started at Taylor Hill in the room

now used as counting-house by Messrs. Benjamin

Vickerman and Sons. From the neighbouring

villages the chapel was well attended by a quiet and

appreciative people. The Sunday School was worked

with vigour, and proved a fruitful branch of the work.

Many noble and useful men and women in various

parts of the world have to thank God for the succes

sion of true and faithful teachers. The name of

George A t/za cannot be forgotten—class leader, local

preacher, and Sunday School teacher until over seventy

years of age. There are other respected names.

Christopher Tinker and his son, John Tinker, who

is still living, and in his eighty-seventh year. John

Berry, who is said to have been a “severe, yet the
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most beloved of Superintendents,” Joe Bray, Reuben

Berry, and John Bottomley took prominent part in

the Society and school. The names of William

Donkersley, William Cockshaw, and Henry Smith,

all of them class leaders and able local preachers, are

as ointment poured forth. The memory lingers

lovingly over the names of Joshua Robinson, George

Burhouse, Allen Stringer, and John Taylor; Mrs.

Joseph Vickerman, Miss Mary Lodge, Mrs. John

Lodge, and Miss Selina Burhouse.

The name of T/zomas Seymour, of Green Ham

merton, near York, familiarly known as “Hallelujah

Tommy,”deserves special mention. Afterhis expulsion

from Netherton School, he went to the Rock School,

and shortly after became converted under the ministry

of the Rev. James Caughey, of the Methodist Epis

copal Church in America, during a visit of that

gentleman to Huddersfield. Soon after his conver

sion he met John Berry, Superintendent of the Rock

School, with the remark, “Nah, John, I’ve come

seeking a job ; can you give me one, for I’ve gotten

converted?” Noticing his happy, smiling face, John

replied : “Ah, lad,tha looks like it ! ” “ Hallelujah! ”

said Tommy, “he sees it in my face ! ” “Well, what

can ta do?” “I can happen teach the A B C

class,” replied Tommy, and he was immediately

installed as teacher, and became most popular in

the school. He soon was called on to give short

addresses to the school, and was promoted to teach

the large adult class of females. He afterwards left

to fill higher spheres of labour. His preaching is

marked by great fervour, striking illustrations, and
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impassioned appeals to the unconverted. God has

greatly honoured him in his work.

The Longwood village was not a stranger to the

evangelistic labours of the early Methodists. With

others they had been constrained to go and hear the

popular Methodist preachers, and as they heard they

were convinced, and started prayer meetings in their

own homes. Class meetings were well attended, and

the foundation of a strong and active Society was

laid. An urgent need for a chapel arose, and in 1837

one was built that would hold 250 people in the

gallery, which was on three sides. The floor was not

pewed, and was used for Sunday School purposes.

The cause prospered and a spirit of earnestness was

roused. The heads of families saw it was in the

interests of their children to attend the school and

the chapel, and eagerly they applied for sittings.

The demands could not be met, and in several

instances families could only secure two or three

sittings or must be prepared to sit in different parts

of the chapel. An enlargement of the “Shell,”

by which name the chapel was known, became im

perative; and after careful consultation of the trustees

and congregation, was effected at a cost of £300.

While the shell was enlarged, the Society was by no

means unmindful of the kernel; that was guarded

from harm and sustained in soundness by the culti

vation of prayer and godly living.

The name and family of the late Mr. _‘}’o/tn

Broadoent are indubitably identified with Methodism

in Longwood and beyond. At a quarterly meeting

held at Buxton Road, June 22nd, 1874, Mr. Broad
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bent spoke with great power as he gave an account

of his conversion. He said “ he had been to the first

quarterly meeting of the Circuit in September, 1845,

and to many in Queen Street before the division of

the Circuit. He wanted to come once again. He

was nearly eighty years of age, and had been a ~

Methodist fifty-four years without break or interval.

When he was converted, it was a complete ehange in

his character and life. Being in Huddersfield one

day, as he was passing, a man fell dead in a cart.

When the doctor came, he got hold of the man’s

hand, felt his pulse, and roughly said: ‘He’s dead

enough.’ He was deeply impressed, and became so

miserable that he would have preferred to have been

one of the brute creation rather than a responsible

being. The Spirit continued to strive with him and

led him to seek mercy and to believe in the Lord

Jesus Christ for salvation. \/Vhat a happy change

that was! He was alone at that time, but his

brother coming in immediately afterwards, he asked

him to read a chapter. He read the fifty-fourth

chapter of Isaiah, which contained the very precious

promise: ‘No weapon that is formed against thee

shall prosper.’ The way had sometimes been rough,

but he had always kept his ‘title clear,’ and had

allowed nothing to interfere with his religious duties.

The fact of his responsibility had pressed heavily on

him, and he promised to give a tenth of his income

to the Lord. He remembered his vow and kept it.

He only wished he could give ten times more, and so

help the cause of God in the Circuit.”

The gracious work ofthis memorable year reached
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Marsden. A few good people met for Divine worship

in a private dwelling in the Planks, and subsequently

in a house at the Bridge End, afterwards occupied as

a clogger’s shop. The preacher stood in the stairs

and preached to those in the chamber gallery and

also on the floor. In the year 1824, a more com

modious and suitable place was built. The one

storeyed chapel with rising gallery would accom

modate about 150. A schoolroom was provided by

Mr. William Bent for 80 scholars. The chapel and

schoolroom cost £500. Mr. William Robinson was

the pioneer of \/Vesleyanism, and the first of a

family of stalwart Nonconformists. There were

Luke and Fanny Shaw of blessed memory, blind

William and old John Buckley, the Barretts, the

Fieldings, Samuel Howley, and many other good

men and women, among whom were Mrs. Mary

Schofield and Mrs. Bent — William and James

Schofield in the front of the willing workers and

willing givers.

Mr. Wz'llz'am S/zaw witnessed the inauguration of

Marsden Methodism. He joined the Society in 1828,

and continued a faithful and consistent member. He

was the oldest trustee of the chapel, a man of few

words, and of deep and sustained interest in the

cause of God. He was in his usual place in the

sanctuary three times on the day but one before his

death, and in the afternoon of the Sabbath partook

of the Lord’s Supper. He was seized with apoplexy

and, after a few hours, joined the innumerable com

pany the last day of the old year 1872. His funeral

was on his 81st birthday, and was attended by
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ministers of the circuit, the vicar of Marsden, and

many friends.

Mr. l/Vz0llz'am Sc/zofield received his first ticket of

membership from the Rev. Charles Haydon, in the

centenary year of Methodism, 1839. He became a

Sunday-school teacher, and for nearly thirty years a

superintendent, when his failing health compelled

him to say to the teachers seeking his re-election,

“Nay, thank you, I cannot attend to it as I ought,

and I’ll not make a mock of it.” With Mr. S. Hill

he established the first temperance society in Mars

den. He was true to duty, just to man, and con

siderate to the destitute. He evidenced a good

confession in times of sorrow and failing health. His

faith and hope were firmly fixed. With triumph and

composure he testified: “ I’m ready to go or willing to

stop as the Lord sees fit. I’ve put myself in His hands,

and He can do what seemeth Him good.” When it

was known William Schofield of Marsden was dead,

the neighbours said “He was a good man, and we are

sorry he is dead, but he is better off.” Mrs. Bent was

a “ mother in Israel.” For many years she was local

secretary for the Foreign Missionary Society, thirty

years a class-leader and Society Steward, and for

thirty-eight years Chapel Steward and Treasurer tothe

Sunday-school. She was practical without hardness,

and sympathetic without weakness. She undertook

official duties at a time of difficulty, and the perma

nency of her continuance therein was accounted for by

her remarkable fitness, and the Society’s willing

acquiescence.

1821. The Conference appointed John Slack
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and William McKitrick. Both were greatly beloved

and “always abounding in the work of the Lord.”

SCENEO1n1CO1n1CC_1\.

 

Mr. Slack was the first minister to remain three

years. The longest term had been two years, and

according to Conference rule the term of two years
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had not been exceeded except in special cases. About

the close of Mr. Slack’s superintendency, July 28th,

1823, the Rev. George Sargent, a former superinten

dent, met with a fatal accident by the upsetting of a

.coach at Shellybank Bottom. Mr. Sargent was one

of eight ministers travelling by the coach“ Fleece ”to

the Annual Conference to be held in Sheffield. Local

doctors, and his son, Dr. Sargent, rendered prompt

but unavailing help. He lingered for two days, was

heard to say “happy, happy,” and died. He was

removed to his son’s residence in Huddersfield, and

was the first to be buried in the newly constructed

vaults under the Queen Street Chapel. The other

fatal case was that of the Rev. Edward B. Lloyd, who

was stationed in the Halifax South Parade Circuit.

He survived the accident nine days. Shortly before

his death on the 6th of August, aged thirty-three, he

said, “Oh, my friends, how sweet it is to die. I had

no idea it was so pleasant. I thought I was in

heaven.”

In 1824 there was a decided forward movement

in the Hol1/zjirt/z Cz'rcuz't. The congregation and

Society had become well established, frequent con

versions filled the ministers with joy, and the people

were willing in the day of the Lord’s visitation.

Additional land was purchased for £445, and the

lease cancelled of the old ground. Two houses were

built for the ministers at acost of £750, towards which

the Circuit subscribed £311. Afterwards a special

effort was made, when £800 was raised, and the debt

reduced by that amount. Holy living, healthy

activity, willing service, and generous giving
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abounded, and the spirit of harmony and goodwill

rested on the Circuit.

While the villages were advancing, Hudders

field was making remarkable progress. It took

the lead and set the example, which surround

ing villages were not slow to follow. Owing

largely to the magnetic soul-winning ministry of

eminent ministers, and the moral and spiritual

forces freed from the paralysing bane of sectarian

contentions, the Society devised liberal measures, and

developed a spirit of enterprise. In three years 410

members had been added to the Church, and the

people with one accord said, “We will arise and

build.” T/zo Queen Street Chapel scheme was 'per

fected, the foundation laid by the Superintendent,

the Rev. Thomas Cooper, and, when built, was

consecrated to the worship of Almighty God on

Friday, July 9th, 1819, when Mr. Cooper preached.

The part taken by Mr. Cooper is a clear indication of

his practical interest in the work, and of the affection

in which he was held by the Society. Dr. Stevens,

in his Hz'story of Metnodzswn, speaks of the chapel as

“the largest Methodist chapel in the world, except

one at Leeds.” The trustees were sulmmoned before

the Conference to justify the building of so large a

chapel, and were frequently taunted for building for

posterity, instead of letting posterity build for itself.

The cause prospered, and the large chapel was not

large enough to hold the vast crowds that came. At

the quarterly love-feasts, to which there was admis

sion by Society ticket, the gallery,which seated about

1,000, was crowded to excess. The membership in
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forty years was increased by 900. In 1838 the large

vestry known as the Band Room was made by

removing the solid clay. The ceiling of the chapel

‘was sprung ten inches, new gas pendants were fixed,

and the body of the chapel re-pewed, at a cost of

£2,077. The Sunday School received careful atten

tion, and was energetically worked. The chapel and

school were mutually helpful, and both were regarded

as one in spirit and work and purpose. The success

of the school demanded more suitable premises, and

in 1845 the Fountain Street School was built,

costing £1,500.

For three years from the Conference of 1825 the

saintly and cultured jfo/m Bowers was in Hudders

field. He became President of the Conference,

1858, and was Governor of Didsbury Theological

College for fifteen years. His thoughtful ministry

did much in building up and consolidating the

Societies, and in provoking an eager desire for

Scriptural holiness. The Rev. John Bowers was suc

ceeded by the Rev. James Bromley,a man greatly

esteemed, and an excellent preacher. The torchlight

 of evangelical truth was kept burning brightly, and

the light shone upon many hearts and was reflected

in many lives.

The Honley Chapel was in course of erection when

Mr. Bromley entered the Huddersfield Circuit in 1827.

Six years before the “Reins Revival” swept over

Honley and resulted in increased membership and

holy living. The Methodist fervour did not cease

as did the moving of the waters of Bethesda’s

pool on the departure of the angel. The people
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were roused to continuous faith and love. The

Cliff Chapel was more than filled. The present

chapel to accommodate 600 was built at a cost of

about £2,000. Before the chapel was more than half

built the services of Mr. William Dawson, of Barnbow,

near Leeds, were secured ; and six months before the

formal opening, Mr. Dawson preached. There was a

crowded congregation to hear the popular and

eloquent Yorkshire farmer, whose fame had gone the

length and breadth of the land, and the people sat on

the floor and on the framework of the pews. The

eccentric originality was accompanied by an impres

sive unction which powerfully swayed the congre

gation, and the service was long remembered and

spoken of. On Sunday, Nov. 26th, the chapel was

dedicated, when Squire Brooke preached in the morn

ing from the words “ Let us alone.” We learn from

his diary that “he found great liberty, and a back

slider cried for mercy.” The afternoon and evening

services were conducted by the Rev. Joseph Entwistle,

and the word was with power. The services were

continued on Sunday, Dec. 3rd, when the Rev.

William Jones preached in the morning, and the Rev.

Edward Gibbons, afternoon and evening. The collec

tions at the opening services amounted to £700.

Every sitting was let, and the chapel well attended.

In 1845 there was a reduction of membership, conse

quent on the works of Mr. Benjamin Shaw being

removed to Leeds, and many having to leave

Honley.



  

CHAPTER V. '

SQUIRE BROOKE.

QUIRE BROOKE was a brave, true-hearted,

frolicsome lad, with love of sports, dogs, and

horses. He grew up to be a keen sportsman, but

never interpreted that term as a synonym for a

gambler. The plain and pointed words of Thomas

Holladay, a Primitive Methodist, “Master, you are

seeking happiness where it will never be found,” were

well aimed and well meant, and did more execution

than all the sermons he had heard preached. The

young squire was out shooting on Honley Moor, and

got shot. For three weeks he mourned his sin and

unweariedly prayed, when, at four o’clock, a light

beyond the brightness of the morning sun dispelled

the gloom of unforgiven sin; and, bounding up the

broad and sounding stairs to his sister’s room, he

announced the glad news of his conversion, and

forthwith sped to the house of Ben Naylor, and they

two summoned Joseph Donkersley, and the three

prayed and praised, sang and rejoiced, together. At

the love-feast in Green Cliff Chapel the new convert

rose and said, “The camel has got through the

93
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needle’s eye.” Every heart was moved, and “the

glory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord.”

Every Thursday morning he ‘devoted to the visi

tation of the sick

and the relief of

the poor. To a

dying saint he said,

“I wish I could

change places with

you.” “No,” re

plied the dying

one ; “you have to

preach the Gospel

for many years to

come, and to be the

means of bringing
SQUIRE BROOKE hundreds to God.”

It was a prophetic utterance. Edward Brooke lived

many years to preach the Gospel, and was the means

of hundreds turning to God with full purpose of heart.

He became a class-leader, Sunday-school teacher

and superintendent; and in June, 1825, the Local

Preachers’ Meeting resolved that “Edward Brooke

have a Note on Trial as a preacher,” and the next

September twelvemonth the meeting of Local

Preachers “resolved that he be received on Full

Plan.” Released from the cares of business, he gave

his time and strength to evangelistic labours and

preaching the theology of the heart. From the time

he preached his first sermon in the house of Mr.

James Donkersley, from “The wicked shall be turned

into hell, with all the nations that forget God,” in the
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year 1825, to the last time he preached on Sunday

evening, January 15th, 1871, from the text “ And the

hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number

believed and turned unto the Lord,” he never turned

aside from his one purpose of glorifying God in

promoting the salvation of souls. For over forty

five years he preached “Repentance towards God

and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.” Oliver Gold

smith’s lines aptly represent him—

Truth from his lips prevail’d with double sway,

And fools, who came to scoff, remain’d to pray.

The service past, around the pious man,

With steady zeal, each honest rustic ran.

He had a wonderful way of speaking a word in

season, and still more wonderful way of speaking a

word at times apparently to many out of season.

The manner and the message roused sympathetic

interest, awoke sleeping memories, and often resulted

in sound conversion. To a card player he said,

“Young man, you have a mother praying for you.”

On journeying through a village he enquired the way

to “Paradise.” The man said he had lived in that

village forty years and had never heard of such a

place. “What! never heard of such a place as

‘Paradise’? I am going there.” “Ah, master, I

understand you now.” A toll-gate keeper was

startled by the words, “ So you are going to leave?”

“What? Why, the master was here the other day,

and he said nothing.” “ Yes ; you are going to leave,

and the next man who comes after you won’t stay

long. Mind you are ready when the Master calls

H

you. To a man gathering nettles on a Sunday
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morning, he said, “Thou poor sinner, art thou going

to sell thy precious soul to the devil on a Sunday

morning for a few paltry nettles?” “You are very

busy,” he said to a servant-girl, who had opened the

door and shown him into the room. “Yes, sir. We

should have been straight, but we have been waiting

for the whitewashers.” He asked solemnly, “ Has

Christ washed your soul whiter than snow in His

most precious blood?” He never forgot that the

word spoken to him on Honley Moor by the humble

yet earnest Thomas Holladay was the means, under

God, of his conversion, and believed that under the

same Divine blessing a stray word or a direct appeal

might mean salvation to others. When he preached,

he often struck up a familiar tune to words equally

familiar, such as, “ There’ll be no more sorrow there,”

or “There is sweet rest in Heaven,” or “Come to Jesus,

Hewill saveyou,”and thecongregation gladly caught up

the tune, and sang with heart and voice. The common

people heard him gladly, and, may we not add, the

uncommon people, too? On Sunday, January 22nd,

1871, he had a paralytic seizure, and died on Monday

evening, January 30th, in the seventy-second year of

his age. The following resolution was passed by the

Buxton Road Circuit Quarterly Meeting :

“That this meeting cannot allow the present opportunity to

pass without expressing its consciousness ofthe great loss which

this Circuit and Methodism at large has sustained in the removal

by death of Edward Brooke, Esq. As we call to mind his

‘labours more abundant,’ his zeal for God, and his great success

in winning souls for Christ ; and when, in addition to the

spiritual obligations under which he laid the Church, we think
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1

of the help he so often afforded in its more temporal concerns,

we feel our loss to be no common and ordinary one. But while

we ‘sorrow most of all that we shall see his face no more,’ and
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that his voice shall be no more heard in our congregations, we

cannot but rejoice in the sure and certain hope that he has gone

to an eternal rest where his works do follow him.” -

7
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The following resolution was carried unanimously

by the Halifax and Bradford District Synod, May,

1871 :

“That this meeting wishes to place on record its sense of

the loss sustained in the lamented decease of the late Mr.

Edward Brooke, of the Huddersfield (Buxton Road) Circuit.

In grateful memory of the devoted and successful labours of

this excellent local preacher, so generously and indefatigably

rendered to various parts of the Connexion for a long series of

years, and blessed to the good of multitudes, we would offer our

sincere condolence to his family; and, above all, glorify God,

the giver of all grace, and humbly pray that rich fruits of

Methodism may never be wanting as were shown in the

remarkable conversion, the pure and exemplary character, and

the useful labours of Mr. Brooke.”

Methodism in caring for the villages is charac

terised by the spirit of its Founder as the Levitical

economy indicates the mind of Moses, and as the

Christian economy testifies to the spirit of Christ. In

1829 a little Methodist chapel was built at [ngbz'rc/z

wort/z, on which a debt remained for near forty years.

The poor villagers raised thirty pounds, and the late

George Jessop, Esq., of Honley, cleared off the re

maining balance ot £110.

The year 1830 saw a good work in Cowmr. Over

fifty joined the Society, and for weeks a very special

power rested on the people. Prayer meetings were

continued until a late hour, and on one occasion was

not closed until four o’clock in the morning. Squire

Brooke went and enquired for Joseph Newsome. On

meeting him the squire was hailed, “ Well, Mr. Brooke,

we’ve been praying for you to come all this last week.
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We want you to help us in the revival." Mr. Brooke

was only too delighted to help, and went several times.

The debt on the chapel in 1830 was £1,118, a serious

liability for a poor people, and a hindrance to the work.

The revived Church worked hard for the reduction of

the debt, and generous friends responded to worthy

appeals, and £920 was raised.

In 1830 the appointment to the Circuit was that

of jfo/zn Hanna/'2, yo/zn Farrar, and Willz'am M.

Buntz'ng' A remarkable appointment; one that says

much for the status of the Circuit. It is clear an

excellent work had been done, and the Circuit must

have in strength of numbers and influence compared

favourably with the best in Methodism. The advent

of the Divine kingdom was the supreme object of

their desire and effort. They rendered invaluable

service to the cause of religion by their unswerving

insistence on the law of the Lord as the unfailing

and infallible standard of daily ethics and personal

godliness. They were indefatigable in their attention

to the spiritual and temporal interests of the Circuit,

and an ensample in all that enriches character. The

produce of their minds, the results of their labours,

and the influence of their lives are the abiding

memorials of their honoured names. Under their

ministrations there was a silent ripening of the

spiritual life, a growing concentration of Circuit

forces, and a decided gain in Methodist strength

and influence. Their public deliverances were largely

expository. While they consolidated the Churches,

they comforted believers by their pastoral attentions

and practical sympathies.
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During the last year of the Rev. John Hannah’s

superintendency, Edward Walker was his colleague.

Mr. Walker went out from Almondbury, and was led

to Christ through the ministry of David Stoner. In

1834, the Rev. Robert ~jizokson was on the Circuit.

He was the youngest of four brothers, three of whom

became “men of renown” in the Methodist ministry.

He gave special attention to the children of the

Circuit, holding special services amongst the Sunday

school scholars, founding catechumen classes, and

rendering aid with the publication of the Cater/zumen

Reporter, which was finally merged in the present

Sunday So/zoo! Magazz'ne. During his ministry,

hundreds of young people were led to Christ, and

will be the crown of his rejoicing in the day of the

Lord Jesus.

n/osep/z Newsome, of Kirkheaton, was at this period

arresting attention and drawing crowds by his

brusque individuality and racy preaching. When

convinced of sin ‘he rested not until converted.

Referring‘ to the change of heart, he said, “I wor

‘converted when a young man i’t’ corner uv a field,

<we'er' ah’d goan to pray for pardon, and ah ex

perienced theer such a change as I could not ’ave told

to onybody.” His first attempt at preaching was a

failure. His text was, “ Loose him and let him go.”

He frequently quoted his text, and that was about

all. An old woman in the congregation made an

unexpected application of the text to the preacher,

and called out, “Come thee dean and get thee

whome. Tha canna preich.” He sought to champion

the interests of the poor, and on the employment of
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machinery was betrayed into unguarded denunciation

which occasioned the reproof of his brethren, the

local preachers. He was, withal, a man of honest

purpose, deep sympathy, and integrity of life. In

describing critics, he placed his hands together as if

full of chaff and corn, and blew, then said, “Critics

have not hen sense. Hens pick up the corn and

leave the chaff; but critics take the chaff and leave

the corn.” He died in the triumph of the Gospel,

July 8th, 1849, aged 66.

\ The Bank Chapel was restored to the Wesleyan

jC0nference the 2nd of January, 1814, having been

;used by the New Connexion friends from 1797. It

§ was a plain building—-much less than the present

jchapel; the approach was down many steps, the

1 gable end was towards Chapel Hill, where gates were

erected for the convenience of funerals, the grave- -

'yard being a large one, and extending into where the

\road now is. Chapel Hill was then much narrower

and steeper, the flags in front of the minister’s house

being the height of the roadway. The chapel-was

0used for years as a- private day school and Sunday

school, and for occasional preaching. The increased

number of scholars requiring further accommodation,

and the seats in Queen Street Chapel being all let,

the erection of the present Buxton Road C/zapel, on

the site of the old Bank Chapel, to seat 1,400 persons,

was decided on, The progress of the Society, and

the demands for suitable school and chapel premises,

justified the decision. Much interest was excited,

and many prayers were offered,and,with accompanying

unanimity of opinion and goodwill, the chapel rose
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to its completion. The first dedicatory service

was conducted on Tuesday evening, July 18th,

1837, by the Rev. Robert Newton, when the

collection was £195 11s. 9d. On Wednesday,

the 19th, the Rev. James Parsons, of York, and

the Rev. John Harris, of Epsom, preached, the

 

 

  

BUXTON ROAD CHAPEL, HUDDERSFIELD.

former in the forenoon, when the collection was

£169 10s. 1od., and the latter in the evening, the

collection being £277 18s. 3d. On the following

Sunday (July 23rd) simultaneous sermons were

delivered in Buxton Road and Queen Street Chapels,

as follows :
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Buxton Road Chapel. ,{ s. d.

Morning (The Rev. John Hannah) Collection 106 10 4

Afternoon (The Rev. John Hickling)... ,, 80 17 0

Evening (The Rev. Dr. Beaumont) ,, 136 19 8

Queen Street Chapel.

Morning (The Rev. G. B. McDonald) Collection 165 4 5

Afternoon (Mr. Wm. Dawson) ,, 102 2 3

Evening (The Rev. W. M. Bunting)... ,, 119 5 4

On Sunday, August 6th

(The Rev. Jabez Bunting, D.D.) Collection 224 18 6

Making the total amount of Collections £1,578 18 4

The subscriptions, independent of the collections

at the opening, amounted to £2,600, and the debt

remaining did not exceed £1,800. Queen Street

and Buxton Road Chapels were originally on the

same trust deed.

There was a memorable revival in the year 1837

at T/zurstonlarm’. The experience of the Society for

nearly thirty years had been like Joseph’s coat of many

colours. At the time of the Disruption there was a

strong Society of forty members, and services were held

in cottage houses until, in 1810, through the inter

vention of Rev. Robert Newton, the Church, Indepen

dents, Quakers, and Methodists joined in building a

chapel. A mutual agreement was adhered to until

1833, when the Church party, having a majority in

the trust, and the deed not preventing, resolved the

pulpit should be occupied by a clergyman of the

Church of England. The pulpit was supplied by a

curate from Kirkburton, and the Wesleyans continued

to worship as in times past in cottages. Here the
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ark of the Lord found peaceful habitation. Many

prayers arose for the conversion of souls. After con

siderable difficulty a site for a chapel was provided

by a Holmfirth gentleman. The chapel was built and

opened, and the whole Society rose in earnest suppli

cation for the twin dedication of the temple and of

themselves. The answercame. The cloud descended,

and the voice was heard proclaiming the name of

the Lord and His mercy. Men and women, young

and old, were heard to plead earnestly, and many were

the saved of the Lord. From Thurstonland Society

Methodist families have gone to neighbouring towns,

and been an inestimable blessing in their new abode.

fames Hobson, of Thurstonland, is a name well known

in the Holmfirth and surrounding circuits. Tall and

athletic, he was a village Samson, whose word would

alarm delinquents for miles around. Under the

preaching of Mr. William Wilson, of Sedberg, he was

led to Christ. That was the great turning point of

his life, and henceforth we see in him manly integrity,

directness of purpose, and labours more abundant.

For thirty-six years he preached with conspicuous

effect. He was a man of “grit and grip,” and his

preaching stirred the pulses of the people. He was

amazingly and deservedly popular, and was in frequent

request for anniversary and revival sermons and

missionary meetings. This prince in Israel received

the “well done” of his Lord April 18th, I873, at the

age of sixty years.

Clayton I1Vest was making progress. There had

been accessions, consequent on the removal of Messrs.

Wood & Walker, worsted spinners, from Bradford
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 to Clayton West. Many of the work-people were

Wesleyan Methodists. Mr. J. Woodhall formed a

Society class, which was largely attended. Cottage

services were re-established, and met with gratifying

success. In 1839 a chapel was built. The site -was

given by Mr. William Walker, and liberal subscrip

tions promised by other friends. Revival services

were subsequently held, and many were saved- A

notable case may be recorded. Mr. and Mrs. Vickers

knelt together as penitents. At that time, the mother

of Mrs. Vickers was reading her Bible at home, Emley

Lodge, a farmhouse about a mile from the chapel,

when she was impressed her daughter had found

mercy, and her son-in-law was seeking the blessing.

When the members of the family returned home, Mrs.

Vickers said, “You need not tell me the glad news-,

for I am confident my daughter is saved, and that her

husband is seeking Christ.” At Emley, a small chapel

was built that would accommodate eighty persons, at

a cost of £250.

For three years from the Conference of 1838, the

Rev. Robert Wood was Superintendent of the Hudders

field Circuit. He was known to take a deep interest

in young people, and to have made special efforts in

the way of delivering weekly lectures, covering a wide

range of subjects. He was not a stranger to junior

classes conducted on a Saturday for the welfare of

young children, to whom, with great tenderness and

simplicity, he gave instruction, and became affec

tionately endeared. The appointment was received

with thankfulness and hope. On the 7th of February,

1 1840, the Queen Street Society sustained the loss of
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Dr. George Sargent, son of the Rev. George Sargent.

For twenty years he had rendered valuable service in

various departments of Christian work. He was

secretary with the Rev. W. C. Madden to the Hudders

field Auxiliary of the British and Foreign Bible

Society, treasurer of the Religious Tract Society, and

' treasurer to the trustees of the Queen Street Chapel,and

of the Auxiliary Wesleyan Missionary Society for the

Halifax District. He took an activepart in the establish

ment of the Huddersfield and Upper Agbrigg Infir

mary,and of the Huddersfield College. On the occasion

of the first half-yearly examination of the pupils in

the Philosophical Hall, when he occupied the chair,

he was seized with serious illness. Shortly after

family devotions on Friday evening, February 7th, he

retired to rest, when a severe pain in the head struck

him. Assistance was speedily secured, but within an

hour he peacefully slept in Jesus. He was interred

in one of the vaults of the Queen Street Chapel, of

which he was a trustee. About two hundred gentle

men of the town, of all denominations, testified their

respect by accompanying the funeral procession to

the chapel. A funeral sermon was preached by the

Rev. Robert Wood on March 1st, 1840.

Almondbury also sustained a loss in the death of

the venerable A bra/zam Moss. On receiving his last

ticket from the Rev. Robert Wood, he said, “I am

waiting till the summons comes, and I hope it will

not be long.” Nor was it. A few days after he

exchanged time for eternity, in the ninetieth year of

his age. He had been a member of the Society

seventy years, and a local preacher forty-eight years.
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The seed that in life’s few and fleeting hours

His hand unsparing and unwearied sowed,

Hath decked his grave with amaranthine flowers,  

And yielded fruits divine in heaven’s immortal bowers;

One of Mr. Wood’s colleagues was the Rev.

Samuel Sz'mpson, who was three years at Holmfirth

before he entered on the Huddersfield Circuit. His

fame preceded him. He was a diligent student, and

made careful preparation for his pulpit work. Always

“ fervent in spirit,” his preaching was at times marked

by unusual pathos, and attended with much power.

He took part in the ceremony of stone-laying‘ of the

Longwood New Chapel in 1837, and his addresses on

that occasion, with the knowledge of his attractive

and useful ministry in Holmfirth, intensified the desire

to secure hi m for the Huddersfield Circuit. The

appointment was justified. A gracious work became

general, and many turned from the error of their ways.

The Pontey C/zapel, Kirkburton, became too small

for the congregation, and \Villiam Alderson, a devout

man, and mighty in prayer, retired into the plantation

and prayed that God would interpose and impress

favourably toward them the heart of Benjamin

Cocker that he would be willing to give land on which

to build a chapel. The prayer was answered, the land

was given, and on Good Friday, 1844, the foundation

stone was laid by the Rev. James Caughey, the

popular American evangelist. The chapel cost

£1,000. The trustees had a loan of £150, which was

repaid in ten yearly instalments. Kirkburton has,

witnessed memorable times of soul-converting power,

and many towns have been the richer spiritually for
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the exodus of young men going ‘thence from time to

time. At the Jubilee celebration the past and present

teachers and scholars and members of the congrega

 

 

WESLEYAN CHAPEL, KIRKIXURTON.

tion assembled and marched in procession, headed by

the Kirkburton brass band, by way of North Dean to

Pontey, where, opposite the old chapel, they sang

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun

Doth his successive journeys run-—
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to the tune of Edwinston ; then marched through the

village and back to the school, where tea was served

to about 300; and in the evening an enthusiastic

meeting was held, in which several spoke of the

“good old times.”

In 1844 and ’45 retlz'val servz'ces were con

ducted by Rev. James Caughey, in Huddersfield,

when a profound impression was made. The

series of revival services was carefully arranged,

and the Churches co-operated with the revivalist.

The town and neighbouring districts were deeply

interested and impressed. Hundreds earnestly

sought mercy in the forgiveness of sins through

faith in Jesus Christ, and many testify at this date

that over fifty years ago they were led through the

ministry of James Caughey to renounce sin and

turn to the Saviour. The Huddersfield Circuit

reported at the 1845 June Quarterly Meeting 3,023

members, being a net increase on the quarter of

542, with 382 on trial. The town Societies, which

included Lockwood and Crosland Moor, numbered

1,684 members.

For some time it had been thought advisable

to divide the Huddersfield Circuit, and the great

ingathering of that year brought the question

prominently to the front. The Conference of

1845 acceded to the urgent request of Hudders

field, and the Circuit was divided, making Queen

Street and Buxton Road the respective heads of the

two Circuits. -

The division numerically was equitable and

desirable. When first proposed, more or less of
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opposition arose from a feeling of unwilling

ness to appear to be no longer one against evil

and in common interest. The prejudice died

away in the growing conviction that the common

cause would be promoted and the kingdom of

Christ extended by an amicable division of the

Huddersfield Circuit into two. The proposal re

ceived the hearty adoption of the Conference. The

division was a new starting—point, which meant

renewed consecration and increased vigorous working

of the Societies.

To the newly formed Buxton Road Circuit

the Revs. Thomas Dicken and James P. Dunn

were appointed. The new Circuit numbered 1,586

members. The Societies and their numerical

strength were :

Buxton Road 513 Slaithwaite 108

Lockwood 75 Outlane 24

Crosland Moor and Longwood . .  . .. 33

Crosland Hill 143 Netherton 55

Honley 167 Newsome 44

Linthwaite 165 Taylor Hill 35

Deadmanstone 179 -—

Marsden 45 Total 1,586

Lockwood, Crosland Moor, and Crosland Hill were

associated with the new Circuit. On the chapels in

the Circuit was an aggregate debt of over £7,000,

Buxton Road owing £4,250, and Honley £1,300, and

the other places about £1,500. The value of the

Trust Property in the Circuit was estimated at a little

over £17,000.

The Lockwood classes received a special impetus.

For five years a class for women had been held at



112  METHODISM IN HUDDERSFIELD,

Bentley’s Brewery Lodge on Thursday afternoons, of

which Mrs. Cowdill was the leader. Prayer meetings

were conducted on alternate Sunday evenings at the

houses of Messrs. Wood and Lodge, where quarterly

preaching services were held, when kitchen and

parlour would be crowded by an attentive congrega

tion. On the division of the Circuit there was a well

attended class of sixteen members, with four on trial,

of which Mr. T. Chapman was leader. The class

was conducted in Mr. Chapman’s house, “ Highgate,”

in Hanson Lane. A second class for women was

formed, and Mrs. John Kaye was appointed leader.

Three other classes were held, ofwhich Messrs. Joseph

Armitage, Joseph Livesey, and David Thornton had

charge.

Crosland Moor, up to this date, had for near

twenty years had a class\ and preaching in various

private houses, when a small chapel was built.

Among those associatedwith early Methodism on the

moor were Messrs. William Charlesworth, George

Copley, George Lee, George Richardson, and John

Garside. The conversion of William Charlesworth

was brought about somewhat remarkably. During a

cottage prayer meeting Charlesworth and his com

panions challenged each other to go. Charlesworth

was pushed into the house, while the -rest ran away.

He, however, stayed, and in the meeting resolved

to join the Society. To the surprise of his com

panions he declared his intention, and their endeavours

to dissuade him were in vain. In the course ofa year

or two he became a local preacher. In a revival some

of his former comrades were led to the Saviour.
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Ske/mam‘/zorpe was now the scene of spiritual

awakening. Prayer meetings were held night after

night, and notorious characters were arrested. Men,

who had for long years yielded to open sin, with strong

cries and tears prayed the publican’s prayer, “God,

be merciful to me ! ” And their after years were con

secrated to holy pursuits.  In this they were greatly

encouraged by the zealous labours of Mr. Isaac

Marsden, who was a native of this village.

The Revs. George B. Macdonald and William R.

Williams were on the Queen Street Circuit, and the

Revs. Francis A. West and Amos Learoyd on the

Buxton Road Circuit, during the years of 1848 and

1849. They were all devoted ministers, greatly

beloved and eminently useful. As in 1797 so in

1848 civil disquiet told on the ecclesiastic. The

reform agz0tatz'o1z was at its height soon after -1848,

when nearly all the thrones of Europe were menaced.

An eager desire for political changes was supreme.

History repeats itself. The Government of Moses,

when spoken against by the few, came to be

resisted by the multitude, and Absolom succeeded

in raising a revolt against “the Lord’s anointed.”

In a time of national agitation, when political

and social changes are sought, there is imminent

danger of the Church being affected by the

prevalent spirit, and, like Diotrephes, begin to

prate against the powers that be and the principles

that obtain. Huddersfield Methodism suffered im

measurably. The spirit of controversy engendered

strife and bitterness, with the inevitable result of loss

of members and injury to congregations. That was

8
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the most serious agitation Methodism has ever known.

The loss to the Connexion was estimated to be one

hundred thousand members. As in 1796 so in 1849,

anonymous papers, called the “Fly-Sheets,” filled

with grievous slanders against the leaders of Metho

dism and the Conference, were circulated broadcast

throughout the Connexion. The Revs. James Everett,

Samuel Dunn, and William Griffith were placed on

their trial on charges arising from the accusations

published in the “Fly-Sheets.” They declined to

submit to conditions absolutely necessary to the

peaceful prosecution  of the work of the ministry,

and their continuance as ministers of the Wesleyan

Methodist Conference became impossible. Ulti

mately the sentence of expulsion was passed on

them. Against that sentence not a single hand

was uplifted in the Conference. The expelled

ministers began a public agitation forthwith, and for

five years the war-cry was, “ No surrender! N0 seces

sion! No supply! ” The devastation caused in many

Circuits was to leave them a ruinous heap. The late

Right Hon. W. E. Forster described the agitation as

“the last civil war ever fought in England for the

sake of religion.” A third part of the city of

Wesleyan Methodism fell. Fifty thousand of those

who ceased membership with the Wesleyan Societies

were scattered as sheep that had no shepherd, and it

is to be feared an incalculable number suffered irre

parable spiritual loss. The harshness,-bitterness, and

violence of the Reform agitation gave occasion for

the enemies of Christ to blaspheme and to rejoice.

Though controversy endanger peace, its avoidance



HOLMFIRTH, AND DENBY DALE. 115

cannot be “ bought at any price.” There are lessons

to be gathered from deplorable experiences. Astro

nomic knowledge is indebted to the darkness of the

night. And in these days of Evangelz'cal /lllia1lce all

Christians desire the “unity of the Spirit” in “bonds

of peace.” Spiritual unity is more than organic

unity. There have been cases where organic unity

could only be maintained at the sacrifice of spiritual

unity. In such cases external organic union, com

promising or sacrificing internal spiritual union, is to

be deplored. Rather than surrender Christian “unity

in the bonds of peace” we hail the increase of de

nominationalism. Corporate unity is not essential to

Christian unity. It has sometimes been destructive

of it. Corporate union, co-extensive with nationality,

is not the need of the world, nor ought it to be the

desire of the Churches. The unity of the Inde

pendents is in their separateness. A federation of

Christian Churches, retaining denominational dis

tinctions and combining Christian forces, is the

re-union needed; and not the amalgamation of the

Churches in universal organisation, involving a

loss of denominational characteristics and of that

“unity of the Spirit” which is the true unity of

the Church in Christ. Church union and Church

re-union are not identical, and never can be. There

are worse things than secession. The sorest enemy

of the Church is not outside, but within the Church.

The results of unfriendly attacks on any true Church

from without are increased stability and strength,

But a Church “divided againstitself cannot stand.”

The secessions from the Wesleyan Methodist Church
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have never been for doctrinal reasons, but for reasons

of polity. Government and not creed has been the

occasion. The establishment of other communities

is not an unmixed evil. Greater peace, unity, and

usefulness may follow. There is unity in diversity.

The golden lamp-stand in Zechariah’s vision, with its

olive trees and bowls and pipes of gold, is an emblem

of the Church of Christ. There were varied sections

of the one lamp, yet all contributing to the one end.

The greeting of Boaz—“ the Lord be with you ”—

and the response of the reapers—“ the Lord bless

thee ”—-is the spirit of Christian unity of the several

sections of the one Church of Christ. In accordance

with that spirit of unity the Conference of 1896

appointed the Rev. Dr. Stephenson and Percy W.

Bunting, Esq., M.A., as a deputation to the Confer

ence of the Methodist New Connexion, held in

Sheffield in June, 1897, to convey to that Connexion,

on the celebration of its centenary, “the congratula

tions and prayerful good wishes of the Conference.”

The fraternal greeting of our Church is extended to

“ all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity,”

in the belief that such consideration will “provoke

unto love and to good works.”

The testimony of Dr. Adam Clarke, the learned

commentator and Methodist preacher for fifty years,

made a few weeks before his death in 1832, is not

without suggestiveness. “I have lived more than

three score years and ten; I have travelled a good

deal by sea and land; I have conversed with and

seen many people in and from different countries;

I have studied all the principal religious systems
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in the world ; I have read much, thought much,

and reasoned  much; and the result is from a

long and thorough knowledge of the subject I am

led most conscientiously to conclude that Christianity

itself as existing amongst those called Wesleyan

Methodists is the purest, the safest, and that which is

most to the glory of God and the benefit of men.”



  

CHAPTER VI.

STORR AND CAUGHEY.

HE ministers on the Huddersfield, Holmfirth,

and Denby Dale Circuits were men of under

standing and judgment, and well able to discern the

signs of the times. With patience and fidelity, with

hope and heart, they strove to maintain the discipline

of the Societies under their charge and to encourage

and to establish in the faith once delivered unto the

saints those who continued with them in the fellow

ship of Christ and the Wesleyan community.

Despite their zeal, there was a considerable decrease

of meméers/zijfi. In the Buxton Road Circuit the

membership fell from 1,403 in March, 1849, to 1,350

in March, 1850; and the following year showed a

further decrease of 478. The number of members at

the March visitation in 1851 stood at 872; at the

following March visitation of the classes there was

another decrease of 54 members. From that year

there was a gradual rise, with one exception, until,

in 1888, there were 1,598 members. The Society at

Lockwood, which, two years before, had taken a large

room in Crosland’s Mill, and fitted it up as a chapel

118
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and Sunday School, and was at that time in a

flourishing state, was reduced to 2 members. The

two were T. Chapman, the leader, and Betty Wood.

The leader continued in his office until his death, in

I858, when his widow succeeded to the position until

February, 1866, Betty Wood continued her member

ship until her death in 1863.

The school at Kz'rkburton, built in 1848, at a cost

of £650, and having about 300 children, gave promise

of much good. The tone of the school was an

encouraging contrast with the state of things thirty

years before, when the first school was commenced.

Then the Superintendents were only too glad if others

would open the school by prayer rather than pray

themselves. On one occasion a scholar was requested

to take this part, or probably the opening prayer

would have been dispensed with. While the scholars

were taught writing and received velvet caps and silk

neckties for recitations at the anniversary of the school,

the supply of Bibles and Testaments was insufficient

and the management of the school inadequate. All

this was changed. Definite religious teaching and

judicious oversight told on the behaviour and

character of the children.

At Hinc/zlzf 1111']! a different order of school life

obtained. For many years a unique experience

of Sunday School teaching was endured. There were

three schools, considerably apart, occupied by four to

five hundred children. Decentralisation was incon

venient for the teachers and injurious to the scholars.

In 1785 Joshua Thewlis and one or two others

gathered a few children on Sundays into a cottage
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room at Waterside and taught them. Subsequently

a larger room, which belonged to Mr. Joseph

Brammah, was secured, and in 1812 a room was

rented at Longwalls. Here, in 1815, the Lancas

terian system of teaching was introduced, and super

intended by Mr. George Wilson, who attained the age

of I00. The schoolroom on the Cartworth side of

Hinchliff Mill was opened on the 12th of August,

1827, with 152 children from the room at Longwalls,

together with 20 new scholars. Once a month,

weather permitting, the children attended the Holm

firth Chapel for service. In 1850 a second school

room was erected behind the one built in I827,|and

the schoolroom in the chapel basement was enlarged.

The want of suitable school accommodation did not

deter from energetic and evangelical instruction.

Religious impressions were made, and practical

evidences testified to the good work accomplished.

The disastrous Hohnfirt/z Flood, which occurred early

on the morning of Thursday, February 5th, 18 52, in

cluded a teacher and eleven scholars among its eighty

one victims. The teacher, Joseph Marsden, was a

promising young man, who had attended the Sun

day School from his youth. One of the scholars was

brother to Joseph Marsden, a bright, sharp lad, and

ringleader in fun and frolic yet not insensible to duty.

On one occasion on leaving the afternoon school he

was heard to say to some of his class-mates, “ We’ve

been too bad with teacher to-day, lads.” Another

scholar on that fatal winter morn ran to his poultry,

saying, “But I mun ha’ my hens.” Had he hastened

his escape he would have been saved ; but he did not,
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and his hens cost him his life. At the time of the

flood the school was in a prosperous state, as the

report, read at the succeeding annual meeting in May,

represents: Numberof teachers,47; numberofscholars,

493. Of these, boys 241, girls 252; there being an

average attendance of 456. The year 1852 will be

ever associated in the district with that most calami

tous reservoir catastrophe, when eighty-one lives were

sacrificed. The Bilbery Reservoir was at the head of

the Holme Valley, where “ banks, trees, and skies in

thick disorder run,” and enclosed about seven acres of

surface available for storing water. The construction,

owing to a spring, was defective; the by-wash had

become stopped up, and the rush of water and strong

wind caused the-embankment to part as if it had been

struck with lightning, and the mass of masonry and

earthwork to give way with thundering crash, when

the pent-up waters rushed through and down the

narrow gorge with irresistible velocity and disastrous

results. Hinchliff Mill suffered the loss of forty lives.

Bridges, houses, and mills were doomed; the Wesleyan

chapel and graveyard at Holmfirth were flooded.

The waters rushed on toward Honley and Lockwood,

and carried death and destruction in its course. Men,

women, and children lying calm and peaceful in their

nightly sleep were swept away at a moments notice,

while others barely escaped death by drowning. The

mournful calamity evoked deep and active sympathy.

Many who had hitherto turned aside from the con

sideration of the spiritual and eternal, seriously

reflected on the possible suddenness of death, and the

supreme wisdom of living in readiness. The whole
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neighbourhood breathed the fervent prayer, “ Teach us

to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto

wisdom.” The Sunday-school teachers and preachers

were not slow to avail themselves of the occasion, and

with renewed consecration and increased earnestness

they urged the importance of personal salvation and

the immediate yielding to the Spirit’s striving. There

was an intense personality in their exhortations.

Every preacher and teacher delivered a personal

message demanding personal consideration, and in

sisted on the necessity of personal religion. The

“ me ” and “ ye ” came home to individual consciences,

and sinners prayed the old prayer, “God be merciful

unto me a sinner.” The flood damaged considerably

the Holmfirth chapel, which four years before had

been renovated, re-pewed, and altered. The damage

was repaired, towards which the flood committee

made a generous grant of £174.

Deadmanstone Socz'ety was numerically weakened

by the Reform agitation. Some went to Salem New

Connexion, and others to the Honley Reform Chapel.

In after years there was a return to the old spiritual

birthplace. No little feeling of resentment was pro

 voked by the cessation of writing in the Sunday

School. In lieu thereof, week-night classes were

commenced, in which both writing and arithmetic

were taught. Each teacher received from Messrs.

John Brooke and Sons an annual gift of a suit of

clothes. The night-school classes were continued until

the Board School was opened in Berry Brow. There

was a debt of £200 remaining on the chapel for over

forty years, but during the Rev. R. Thompson’s
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ministry in the Circuit Mrs. Joseph Vickerman

arranged that, although the interest was to be paid

during her lifetime, yet at her decease the debt was

to be cancelled. The Rev. fo/zn H. Fuull, in the

Holmfirth Circuit, in his pulpit ministrations was

mighty and successful. He aimed chiefly at saving

souls, and many, in response to his powerful appeals,

were induced to yield themselves to God. In after

life, when nearly blind and deaf, he would spend

several hours each day wrestling with God in prayer.

In 1851 the ministers on the Queen Street Cz'rcuit

were Revs. fame: Carr and Alex. Mc/lulay, men of

great earnestness, and eminently successful in turning

many to righteousness. Mr. Carr was wont to-say,

“Having been so many times to the cross myself, I

have learnt the nearest way.” Alexander McAulay

was a man of tender sympathy and evangelistic

fervour and unflinching fidelity. He had a remark

able capacity for enlisting and organising the labour

of others. He was appointed President at the

Nottingham Conference, 1876, and the year of

Presidency was distinguished for the promotion of

the Work of God by conventions held in various

parts of the country, which his personal presence and

generous gifts greatly assisted. When more than

seventy years of age he went on an evangelistic tour

to Africa with all the ardour of youth.

The year 1857 was a year of peril and trial to the

Society at Queen Street. With the exception of a

few the members formed a separate Church, designated

the “ Free Wesleyan Church.” The division of the

Society and congregation meant a loss of many of
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the Ofi0ICl8.lS. The Fountain Street School, built in

1845 at a cost of £1,500, was left with one teacher

and her class. This one teacher, like Martin Luther

at the Diet of Worms, said, “ Here I stand ; God help

me.” An announcement was made asking any who

were willing to join in school work to meet in the

vestry. Ten or twelve scholars and eighteen or

twenty teachers went, and with hearty goodwill,

earnest prayer, and hopefulness the work was con

tinued.

There shall never be one lost good; what was shall live as

before.

The evil is null, is naught, is silence implying sound.

What was good shall be good, with, for evil, so much good

more.

On the earth the broken arcs; in the heaven the perfect

round.

Subsequently a more eligible site was secured and

reserved for school-building purposes, and in 1866

schools were built, costing £4,091. The number of

scholars was 450. The growth of the school con

tinued, and in a few years there was an efficient staff

of teachers and more than a thousand scholars. The

school has contributed to the growth of the Church

This is the end and aim of the teachers, by bringing

the young people to religious decision by organising

classes for their mental and spiritual culture, and by

offering every facility by habitual attendance on

worship.

In 18 56 Honley, Ifolmfirt/z, Meltkam, and Nether

ton were greatly strengthened and rejoiced by the

revivalistic services of Mr. n/o/m Storr, of Pickering,

a man full of the Holy Ghost and of faith. His preach
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ing was earnest, with special directness to the con

science. The announcement and reading of the hymns

were impressive. Several of his texts are remembered

and spoken of to-day. “Save now,I beseech Thee,

O Lord; O Lord, I beseech thee send now‘ prosperity,”

“Ye have not inclined your ear, nor hearkenod unto

Me,” “God is love,” “Buy the truth and sell it not”

were texts from which he preached, and which under

God furnished truths which awoke the slumbering soul,

fastened conviction on the heart and led to personal

decision. After earnest appeals the prayer meeting

was begun, and while prayer was being offered the

preacher was in and out of the pews speaking to one

and another. Meltham witnessed fifty additions to

the Society. Honley had the same gratification of

seeing the same number joining the Church. The

services were memorable seasons and the chapel

crowded, and every available place in the aisles, the

pulpit steps, and within the Communion rails was

occupied. Like times of refreshing were granted to

Holmfirth and Hinchliff Mill. Scores found peace.

Some of the cases were most encouraging. Aged and

hardened sinners bowed in tears and prayers and con

tinued in supplication until with exultant heart and

voice they rose and sang:

My God is reconciled,

His pardoning voice I hear,

He owns me for His child,

I can no longer fear ;

With confidence I now draw nigh

And Father, Abba Father cry.

From Hinchliff Mill Mr. Storr went to Longwood,
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and night after night services were conducted, and

many felt “the word of God” to be “quick and pow

erful, and sharper than a two-edged sword, piercing

even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and

the joints and marrow, and adiscerner of the thoughts

and intents of the heart.”

Netlrerton shared in the visitation of grace, and

over eighty were added to the Church. For over

thirty years a small Society continued to meet in

fellowship, and on their number being increased they

acquired, in 1844, a room and fitted it with pulpit and

pews. On Christmas Day, 1848,a public tea meeting

was held for the purpose of raising money toward a

new chapel, when £6 was raised, and deposited in

the bank. About the same time a Sunday School

was established by a few young men and women, who

had previously gone as teachers to Berry Brow.

They urged the prayer of the Psalmist, “ Remember

me, O Lord, with the favour that Thou bearest unto

Thy people: O visit me with Thy salvation.” God

heard that prayer, and had “mercy upon Zion; for

the time to favour her, yea, the set time was come.”

They had known the work of seed time, and come to

know “the joy in harvest as men rejoice when they

divide the spoil.” There was an increased moral and

spiritual strength. The real power of the Church was

intensified; a power which cannot be measured by

statistics nor tabulated in reports. Progress in

numbers is desirable. Progress in character is more

important. In every place where a special work of

grace was experienced there was a revived interest in

Christian work, and a quickened zeal in personal
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salvation and growth in‘ grace. This is as it should

be. The answered prayer is a call to press forward.

In the hour of victory the true soldier redoubles his

efforts. “ Thy people shall be willing in the day of

Thy power, in the beauty of holiness from the womb of

the morning.” Pure religion and willing co-operation

were strikingly evidenced by the Churches enriched

by refreshing seasons and renewed souls. Envy and

strife were lost in peace and good-will, and, like the

disciples before the day of Pentecost, they “continued

with one accord in prayer and supplication.” As it

was in the beginning it is now and ever shall be.

Divine resources are available to faith and prayer.

“Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for

great is the Holy One of Israel in the midst

of thee.”

The general revival, in which all the Circuits

shared and received permanent good, was on the

close of a successful and deeply appreciated three

years’ ministry of the Rev. G87’?/dS€ Smz?/z in the

Buxton Road Circuit. His attractive preaching was

marked by manly and earnest advocacy of Gospel

truth, by direct and vigorous appeals, and by rich and

ready rhetoric. In 1873 Dr. Smith was elected as

Secretary of the Conference, and two years later to

the Presidency. In 1874 he was appointed British

Representative to the first General Conference of the

Methodist Church in Canada, and three years after

selected to attend the Australasian Conference and to

visit the Districts in Polynesia. For nearly twenty

years he was Secretary of the Metropolitan Chapel

Building Fund,-and in 1880 succeeded the Rev. John
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Rattenbury as Treasurer of the Auxiliary Fund. On

his last day of perfect consciousness he asked that

the hymn “Come ye that love the Lord,” might be

sung, and would have the last verse repeated once

and again. He spoke of joining his friend, Dr.

Punshon, and at intervals said, “Jesus, my Saviour l ”

and “Hold Thou my hand ! ” Thus, on April 22nd,

1882, he passed beyond the veil.

The year 1858 stands out as a spiritual epoch in

the history of Huddersfield Methodism. The Rev.

james Caug/zey, of America, held special services

that were wonderfully popular and richly owned of

God. Many remarkable conversions were recorded.

Every age and every grade came under the soul-con

verting power of the Word. Every Church in the

town and district reaped bountiful harvests

of encouragement and blessing. The Buxton

Road Circuit tabulated an increase of 209,

with many on probationary membership. All

the various departments of Circuit organisation

were vitalised with new life and vigour. The prayer

meetings and week-night services were well attended.

The other means of grace were resorted to with

incalculable results. The Conference at this time

appointed the Rev. Frederz'c/a ].  /obson, D.D., to the

Queen Street Circuit, with the Revs. William Davison

and George W. Olver, B.A., as colleagues; and the

Revs. Robert Newstead and William Jessop to the

Buxton Road Circuit. The appointments were highly

approved, and eminently successful. With commend

able tact and ability they unitedly encouraged and

countenanced the revival, and by vigilant, pastoral,
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and faithful ministry, successfully conserved the

increases. They were men of rare gifts and excellent

spirits, whose services were freely rendered and duly

appraised. The esteem in which Dr. Jobson was held

by the Conference was testified by his appointment to

attend foreign conferences as a deputation on two

occasions, by his appointment to the office of Book

Steward, and by his election as President, 1869. Dr.

Jobson had for his junior colleague during his second

year the Rev. Ishmael _/ones. The Welsh preacher

was deservedly popular as a preacher and pastor.

He revelled in books, and healthfully assimilated

what he read. He was a good man, whose heart was

“ full of Christ, and longed its glorious matter to

declare.” He was diligent in pastoral work. The

sick and sad received kindly visits and loving counsel.

The testimony of the Rev. Nehemiah Curnock, who

supplied for Dr. Jobson during his visit to the Austra

lasian Conference, and who knew Mr. Jones intimately,

is peculiarly pleasing and trustworthy. Mr. Curnock

testifies “ He was an ideal pastor. At all times and

everywhere he was the Christian minister, as eloquent

and instructive in fireside talk as he was in the pulpit.”

Mr. Jones married Miss Taylor, of Almondbury.

After two or three days’ illness, knowing the end was

drawing near, he asked his wife to write these words,

“The greatest fact of history is—God is love.”

In 1859 extensive renovations were done at

the Lz'ndley Chapel, which, when added to an

existing debt, left a liability of £930; and, three

years after, land was added to the burial ground

at a cost of £388. Mr. Norris Peel is the only

9
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surviving member of the then trustees. The con

gregation, believing they should arise and build, and

confident of generous support, resolved on the erec

tion of a new Gothic chapel, the designs of which

were prepared and submitted by George Woodhouse,

Esq., of Bolton, and late of Lindley. The foundation

stone was laid by Mrs. J. Neild Sykes on January 5th,

1867, and the chapel was opened on June 10th, 1868.

Within three years of the opening the debt was

cleared. In a few years an excellent organ was

erected, and the old chapel adapted to Sunday School

requirements. The spirit of liberality has been most

marked in the Sykes’ family. They have nobly

encouraged the enterprising and aggressive action of

the trustees and friends. Not only once and again,

but always, Methodism and the well-being of the

residents have received their generous consideration

and help. The members and congregation have

responded to necessary appeals, and liabilities have

been readily met and the work left unhampered by

debt.



  

CHAPTER VII.

I-IOLMFIRTH.

NDER the superintendence of the Rev. Michael

Johnson the Holmyirt/z Cz'rcuz't made gratifying

progress. Chapel schemes, constitution of trustees,

reduction of debts, consideration of the customary

details of Circuit work, and projects for spiritual

aggression came under wise notice and firm treat-.

ment. On the New Year Day of 1862 over one

thousand old scholars and teachers partook of tea

in the schoolroom, Holmfirth. The tea was provided

by the ladies of the congregation. In the evening a

meeting was held, presided over by Mr. Joshua

Moorhouse, J.P. On the following day five hundred

and fifty teachers, scholars, and friends met for tea;

and the evening meeting was under the chairmanship

of Mr. Joseph Butterworth. The two gatherings

were in many respects remarkable. They suggested

the unabated affection for the old place. Many came

from long distances, despite advanced age and dark

winter nights. It was clear to the observant that

memories were revived, and that life had witnessed

checkered scenes. Like Jethro and Moses, “they
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asked each other of their welfare,” and the sym

pathetic enquiry elicited a willing narration of sorrow

and joy, and of the merciful dealings of Providence.

With one consent the grateful tribute rose in earnest

song, “Praise God from whom all blessings flow,”

while the lip, tremulous with emotion, declared

“Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.” From Holm

firth Schools have gone many into the ministry at

home and abroad. The seed scattered in prayer and

faith, and at times ’mi(l tears and fears, has yielded

in this and other lands bountiful harvests. Of those

who have entered the ministry and who were natives

of Holmfirth were Rev. John Beaumont, father of Dr.

Beaumont, Ben Hudson, Jonas Jagger, George Roe

buck, Jonathan Barroclough, James England, Joseph

Roberts, J. C. Sykes, C. Woodcock, Martin Dyson,

who went to Australia and entered the ministry there,

Richard Butterworth, Agar B. Gardiner, Joshua

Haigh, Amos Dyson, John Jagger, Henry Haigh,R. Broadbent, Willie Hirst, and Herman Stephenson.

These are names held in loving remembrance. Some

have finished their course and have gained the prize.

Their works follow them. Their labours are im

mortal, and live in the moulding influences and

inspirations of other lives. And the rest continue to

bear witness to the truth, the efficacy and the claims

of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

In the material aggression, [Welt/mm took its part.

The school, built in 1852, and opened by Dr. Pun

shon, who preached from “Walk in wisdom toward

them that are without, redeeming the time,” and by

Dr. Hannah, who preached from, “ Lor
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shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life,”

was enlarged at a cost of £300. For forty years,

Sunday by Sunday children had gathered and

received varied instructions, and many who received

what education they had at the school, and were

enabled to meet the cares of life the more courageously

and wisely than otherwise they would have done,

spoke of the school with becoming reverence.

Among reminiscences given, we hear that in 1820

the posters advertising the school anniversary had

the intimation : “Silver is expected in the gallery” ;

that the Sunday School children wore white dresses

and occupied a rising platform specially erected for

the school anniversary ; and that at Whitsuntide beer

was brewed for the older people—a custom which was

discontinued because it encouraged intemperance.

Of teachers and friends of the school mention is

made of honoured names. _‘}'ame.r Dyson, who kept

the Co-operative Stores, was a local preacher, class

leader, and trustee; most methodical in business

and, we may add, exemplary in all his commercial

transactions. On returning from the market, cus

tomers in the shop were served at the old rate, but

any coming after would be served at the current

market price. The chapel trust-deeds were kept at

his house, there being no Circuit or Society safe for

their custody. Samuel Lockwood, Sunday School

superintendent and class-leader, was highly respected

for his integrity of character and genial disposition.

His name is a household name, and retains the

perfume of his gracious personality. Mention is

made of Moses Taylor, a class-leader, in whose house
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Methodism was first introduced to Meltham. He

I was accidentally killed while engaged at his work in

a stone quarry. Then there was “ Old Sackey,” the

sexton, chapel-keeper, class-leader, and sick visitor.

At any time, night or-day, he would accede to the

request to visit the sick and dying. In domestic

circumstances of severe and prolonged affliction

he never yielded to despondence nor suffered un

belief. In the day of trial hope and faith, prayer

andeffort, were his, and the day would be cheered by

frequent singing of the songs of Zion. Samuel Lees

is not forgotten. His attachment to the house of

God was a striking feature, and with emphasis he

maintained preachers of the Gospel were, of all others,

“ the excellent of the earth. The Rev. I/Vz'llz'anz

Dawson, Superintendent of the Holmfirth Circuit,

and nephew of the famous Yorkshire local preacher

of the same name, after preaching at Meltham in the

afternoon on the “Syrian Maid” and in the evening

on “The Rich Man and Lazarus,” was accompanied

homewards by Samuel Lees. Going up Woolf’s

Stones Hill, Mr. Dawson said: “Samuel, we shall

soon have climbed our last hill.” So it proved to the

minister. The following Tuesday he had an apoplectic

fit and died the same day.

The Crosland Moor Society had reason to re

member the Reform agitation. The faithful few met

for Christian fellowship in the house of Mrs. Bywater,

with Mr. William Charlesworth as leader. Here

preaching services were conducted in a room furnished

with a pulpit constructed out of soap-boxes. On

one occasion the Rev. James Loutit was present,
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when the congregation could not crowd into the

room. Mr. Loutit stood in the doorway and preached

to the company in two rooms. The subject of a new

chapel was frequently discussed. The chief difficulty

was the familiar one of “ ways and means.” It was

faced and surmounted. The site deemed most eligible

was owned by an old man, who was opposed to

selling. Mr. Loutit sought an interview. The old

man at first flatly declined to,dispose of any part

of the land. During the interview Mr. Loutit held

two golden sovereigns in his hand, and baited his

request with the golden coin, saying, “Well, my

friend, you are an old man ; the land is not bringing

you in much money, and a few of these bright pieces

of gold will be more serviceable to you. Just think

how much more comfortable you might be with many

more sovereigns like these.” The appeal answered

its purpose, and land was acquired at 6s. 8d. per

yard. The foundation-stone of a school-chapel that

would hold IIO persons, with accommodation for I00

scholars, was laid by Mr. Loutit in October, 1864.

The Sunday School at Crosland Moor has been

wonderfully helpful to the Society. On its establish

ment in the chapel on Sunday, September 24th, 1865,

there were fourteen teachers and twenty-seven scholars;

at the end of the first year there were 123 scholars,

and in 1897 about 350 scholars. Those who are taking

a leading part in the school and Society have, in the

majority ofcases, passed through the school as scholars.

Substantial additions to the building were made

imperative by the rapid growth of the school and con

gregation. The Society has risen to the occasion,
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and by dint of perseverance in gifts and preparation

for bazaars has been able to extend their boundary

from time to time. Four cottages and land were

acquired, and in 1877, on Good Friday, a memorial

stone for an extensive enlargement was laid by Mr.

Thomas Mallinson. The scheme involved the re

modelling and re-pewing of the ground floor to seat

250, providing a new pulpit and communion, and

altering the entrance to the chapel and ingress to the

gallery. On the occasion of the stone laying, the

children presented purses amounting to £71 3s. 0d.

The Society and school have greatly prospered, and

are united in aim and action. Further improvements

are contemplated. Recently a three days’ bazaar was

inaugurated, and openedon Saturday, April 17th, I897,

in the large room of the Crosland Moor Board School,

which realised £408. At Crosland Moor unity has

been strength. One and all have worked with will

and heart. No effort has been spared and no sacri

fice withheld. The cause and place are endeared by

unnumbered blessings. Thomas Shaw, a highly

respected superintendent of the school, died after a

short illness, April 18th, 1885. The teachers and

scholars and friends were present at his funeral in

large numbers.

Zacc/zeus EIZVIZS/zdZU took an active and useful

part in the school and church. Many testimonies are

borne to his loving appeals leading to conversion.

Sick rooms were brightened by his presence, and

dying ones comforted by his word. He often re

marked in the class meeting that “he was living in

-Beulahland.” Plain and humble, of strong common
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sense, and sympathetic heart, “Old Zacchy,” as he

was familiarly known and affectionately called, has

left an imperishable impress on the heart and life of

many. It would be invidious to mention names that

survive. Prudence forbids. Suffice it to say it would

be an easy and pleasant matter to mention many in

this and other Societies that will be in “everlasting

remembrance.”

The Jubilee of the Queen Street Chapel was taken

advantage of for the raising of £2,000 towards the

£3,000 debt. Great enthusiasm was evoked. Meet

ings were held for consultation, counsel, work, and

encouragement. While concerned about the accom

plishment of their purpose there was a growing

spiritual tone accompanying the provocation “to love

and good works.” Every meeting convened was

hallowed by the Divine presence sensibly guiding

the deliberations and focusing means. On the com

pletion of carefully-arranged plans, services were

conducted on Sunday, September 19th, 1869, by the

Rev. Richard Roberts, a former minister in the

Circuit, and on the following Friday highly gratifying

meetings held, presided over by W. M‘Arthur, Esq.,

M.P., and Sir Francis Lycett. The meetings were

remarkable for holy enthusiasm, inspiriting speeches,

and generous giving. At the close of the evening

meeting the announcement that the £2,000 had been

raised was received with rounds of applause. Part

of the heritage of freeing chapels from debt is a

deepening desire to get into debt by the adoption of

further schemes of enlargement and improvement.

It has been notably so in and around Huddersfield.
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In 1876 a new organ was erected, and twenty years

after the old high, straight-backed pews replaced by

low, sloping-backed pews, the heating apparatus
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renewed and extended, the organ enlarged and

hydraulic engine added,a carved oak rostrum built,

and the interior of the chapel painted and a defective
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ceiling thoroughly restored, involving an outlay of

£4,000. The energetic congregation, by the adoption

of well-tried means frequently resorted to in former

days, has again proved equal to the occasion. The

re-opening of the chapel by the President, Dr.

Randles, brought them within sound of again de

claring the chapel free of debt. The enormous

amounts raised on behalf of the Queen Street cause

represent an untold wealth of devotion and service

which cannot be tabulated. The material progress is a

faint symbol of the spiritual. The services, the means

of grace, and the general tone bespeak life and energy,

heart and hope, comparable with those of former years.

There has been a long succession of foremost preachers

appointed to the Circuit, with whom many have

co-operated as local preachers, class-leaders, teachers,

and visitors of the sick. The Queen Street Society

has been a centre from whence have radiated light

and life. The men’s Sunday afternoon class, ably

conducted for many years by Samuel Learoyd, Esq.,

and others, has proved most effective for good.

Many have been retained in the school, and received

into the Church, who otherwise would not have been.

The same is equally applicable to the men’s Sunday

afternoon class conducted at Buxton Road. For

over thirty years Mr. Richard Riley has presided as

teacher, assisted by others. Both classes have been

imbued with a decidedly practical spirit. The sub

jects of gambling, intemperance, impurity, which are

the dry rot of the nation’s life, have been intelligently

discussed, with the pronounced result that Christian

membership should mean more thorough and direct
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Christian citizenship by a personal and sustained

application of Christian principles in matters muni

cipal and political. The principles of Saint Paul are

the actuating principles of a Christian citizen. An

intelligent application of them in every department

of national, social, and economic life is one of the

most urgent needs of our time. Prevalent social evils

have become so appalling in their extent and so

demoralising and ruinous in their influence as to

make it incumbent on every Christian man to

offer the most uncompromising resistance. Week by

week these classes have accentuated individual

responsibility. The reflected force has been in the

home life, business transactions, and in the casting of

votes at elections. Several marble tablets are erected

in the Queen Street Chapel. The following are the

inscriptions :

Sacred to Faith, Hope, Charity, all eminently exemplified

iu the life and spirit of Timothy Bentley, of Lockwood, Esquire,

who fell asleep in Jesus, March 31, 1830, in the 62 year of his

age.

Mary, the wife of John Carr, and third daughter of the late

Timothy Bentley, Esq. Died in the Lord, Dec. 5, 1832,

aged 36.

Betsy Bentley, relict of the late Timothy Bentley, of Lock

wood, Esquire. Born July 12, 1780. Died March 7, 1863.

William Maclardie Bunting. Born Nov. 25, 1805; died

Nov. 13, I866.

Harriett Bunting (ue'e Bentley). Born May 7, 1807; died

April 1, 1891.

Inscribed by the trustees of this chapel to the memory of

Joseph Thornton, of Huddersfield, who was born January 1,

1765, died February 20, 1831.
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In memory of the Rev. Mark Day, who died June 30, 1831,

aged 38 years. He survived Jane, his amiable consort, only

five weeks and two days.

Sacred to the memory of George Wilson, of Huddersfield,

Esquire. His death occurred February 28, in 1837, the 75th

year of his age.

Sacred to the memory of David Shaw, who departed this

life May 13, age 56 years, 1841.

For twenty years no Methodist place of worship

existed in Lockwood. Those who were members met

in Society at Buxton Road, and worshipped there.

The ministry of excellent men of God was highly

appreciated, and conducive to the cultivation of

personal godliness. Crosland Moor, Linthwaite, and

Netherton have abundant reason to tell of the deep

interest taken in the material welfare of the respective

Societies by the Rev. jfames Loutz't. He was delighted

to preach in the farmhouse or labourer’s cottage, and

gained the affection of the Circuit by his self-sacrificing

efforts. He was the first Wesleyan Methodist class

leader, local preacher, and minister raised up in

Zetland, and was a nursing father to our poor

Societies there. When fierce northern storms injured

their manses and chapels he was ready to beg and

give in support of the mission work of which he was

a first-fruit. In the few lucid intervals which marked

the end of a long life, he frequently said, “I know

whom I have believed.” He died in the triumph of

the Gospel on the 18th of June, 1885, aged 83.

n7o/m S. Worlvnan is a name ever beloved. His

impassioned appeals to the unsaved to be reconciled

to God led many to the feet of Christ, and his tender
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pathos and intense enthusiasm irresistibly swayed his

congregation. The pastoral visitations were seasons

mighty in spiritual power, and rich in blessing to the

sick and to others. The temperance movement

received his special attention. The Societies were

impressed with his characteristic zeal and self-con

suming desire for the salvation of men. In the three

years of his ministry in the Buxton Road Circuit

the membership rose to 1,156, being an increase of

eighty-four. And that after the year in which 209

had been enrolled as new members. The Rev. yo/m

Wood, B.A., was on the Holmfirth Circuit three years

from the Conference of 1864, and subsequently spent

six years in Huddersfield, having appointments of

three years respectively in the Buxton Road Circuit.

Everywhere and always he spoke and acted as one

who consciously realised the solemn responsibility of

his ministerial life. He often said his “eye was ever

upon the Judgment Day.” He laboured in both

Circuits with great acceptance and marked success.

His colleague, the Rev. Yo/m H. Lord, had previously

travelled on the'Queen Street Circuit. He still sur

vives, and in his retirement from the active ministry,

full of years and full of grace, the aged father in

Israel is lovingly remembered by many who sat at his

feet and were instructed in the kingdom of God

during the years of his superintendency in the Queen

Street and Buxton Road Circuits. Methodism in

Huddersfield and district is especially indebted to

him for his biography of Squire Brooke. The Rev.

Rz'c/zard Roberts was with Mr. Lord during the three

years in the Queen Street Circuit. His fame as a
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preacher was sustained and extended. Large con

gregations gathered, and an interest in the preached

Word aroused. The influence of Methodism grew in

proportion to the increase of congregations, and the

fruit of the Gospel appeared in industry of work and

integrity of life. The Revs. john C/ulow and Rz'chard

Green are associated in blessed and pleasant memories

of the past, and are held in honour and affection.

Mr. Green, the revered Governor of the Didsbury

College, with the Revs l'Vil/z'am jfessop and Rz'chard

Martz'n, two honoured names, and other esteemed

former ministers in the ‘Buxton Road Circuit,

appeared on the platform on the occasion of the cele

bration of the Jubilee of the Circuit. In the afternoon

of that day Mr. Green preached an impressive sermon

from Zechariah i. 5, “Your fathers, where are they?

and the prophets, do they live for ever?” The

“fathers” and “prophets” of the Huddersfield

Methodism were fellow-labourers in God’s vine

yard and fellow-heirs of the grace of life, and

“zealously affected always in a good thing.” In

this they were a striking contrast to the divided

purpose and spirit of the “fathers” and “prophets”

of whom Zechariah inquired. Though the prophets

of old prophesied the fathers rejected the counsel of

God and died in their sins. At that service, Mr.

Joseph Goodwin, of-Paddock, was present, and was

righteously proud of the fact that he was at

the opening of the Buxton Road Chapel in 1837. He

was on the Sunday-school Committee for many

years, and took great interest in the welfare of the

school and the church. Mrs. Sizer, the other only
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surviving Methodist present in 1837, and for many

years a member of Society, was equally thankful and

exultant at a life-long connection with the Society.

Both have since passed away from the Church

militant to the Church triumphant. The honoured

names and ministerial influence of the Revs. John

Roberts (A), John Moore, John G. Cox, and James

Nance live enshrined in the hearts and memories of

those who rejoiced to hear and receive the Word

declared in love and faithfulness. Of these names

John Roberts and John Moore were colleagues.

Under their united ministry the Church was edified

and built up. In the last year of their appointments,

the two houses adjoining the chapel, and held until

further school developments, were pulled down, and

on the site the new schools were built. Their en

forcement of truth, sympathetic pastorate, and

considerate administration inspired a willing people

with confidence and energy. Mr. Nauceis vividly

recalled as a preacher. His sermons are said to

have been “marked by clear and close thinking, great

plainness and simplicity of speech and doctrine,

vigorous appeal, and steadfast fearlessness of man.”

During the four years from the Conference 1870 to

the Conference 1874, the Buxton Road Circuit made

marked progress in chapel building and enlarging,

school erections and alterations, formation of mission

bands and bands of hope.
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CHAPTER VIII.

BUXTON ROAD.

'1” Buxton Road the Band of Hope was in

augurated on Monday evening, June 19th, 1871.

Two months later, largely through the generosity of

Mr. George Brooke, five hundred and fifty Bibles and

one hundred and fifty Testaments to the scholars,

andeighty copies of Farrar’s Bz0blz'cal and Tlzeologiazl

Dz'ctz'onary to the teachers, were presented. At this

time the scholars and teachers felt the inconvenience

of an overcrowded school, which, from the year of

erection of the present chapel, had been conducted

in a room under the organ gallery. Tentative pro

vision had been made in attaching part of the school

to the iQueen Street Chapel and in renting the

Philosophical Hall. From the time of its establish

ment to the year 1872 ten thousand scholars passed

through~the school, and in that year the number of

scholars was 884, there being 426 girls and 458 boys,

with eighty-five teachers, seventy-four of whom were

members of Society. Though many as the waves,

yet one as the sea. The schoolroom was totally

inadequate and unsuitable, and the work of the school

146
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was crippled. Teachers, congregation, and friends

resolved to arise and build. Schemes and plans were

suggested, subscriptions invited, and a general active

interest was aroused. By-and-by plans were designed

and approved, and tenders received, and the new

school-building let. The foundation-stone was laid

by Isaac Holden, Esq., in the presence of a large

gathering of spectators. The scholars formed a

procession headed by a brass band, paraded the

neighbouring streets, and, on their return to the site

of the school, occupied a platform erected for the

occasion. The cost of the new schools was £2,000,

and the collections, subscriptions, and promises prior

to the laying of the stone were £1,561. The opening

of the school was on Wednesday, July 9th, 1873,

when the Rev. W. O. Simpson preached in the large

assembly room, and in the evening delivered his

lecture on “William Dawson.” At the New Year’s

meeting in 1874 the secretary reported 775 scholars,

149 of whom were members of Society. Afresh the

teachers gave themselves to God and the work

of Sunday-school teaching, and tokens of enrich

ing mercy were bestowed. Awakened interest,

quickened zeal, generous gifts, devout service, and

deepened spiritual life were the characteristic features

during the ministry of the Revs. George Curnock,

Richard Martin, and George Kenyon. Every place

in the Circuit shared in the general prosperity ; times

of refreshing were continuous. The spirit of unity,

zeal, and faith, rested on the Societies, and near 350

were added to the Church. These good men, co

labourers in the work of the ministry, were able to
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report, quarter by quarter, cheering results. Mr.

Curnock was in labours abundant and incessant,

and his colleagues rendered willing, efficient, and

invaluable services. They were men greatly blessed

of God, prudent in administration, and faithful in

friendship. The Rev. Gemge Kenyon, servant of

Jesus Christ, earnest Methodist preacher, and faithful

friend, entered on the service and rest of heaven on

New Year’s morning, 1895. The closing words of

the farewell sermon of Mr. Martin, after a particular

reference to the itinerancy, were: “Three years ago

I came to the~Buxton Road Circuit because you

invited me, and, while I had other invitations, I pre

ferred this to any, and I have no disposition to regret

the step. Churches and pastors should both have some

power of choice, and, while not able to explain the

fact, we are sure that human and Divine agency

combine in the events of life. Belief in Providence

makes a pilgrim’s life cheerful, for

Joined in one spirit to our Head,

Where He appoints we go.”

Lockwood was fast growing in population, and

Methodism was not represented there. The light had

nigh gone out. At length a solitary star of hope

appeared in the holding of services on Sunday even

ings outside the house of Mrs. Buckley in Victoria

Street. A Society class was formed, of which Mr.

John Kaye was the leader, in 1870. In the course of

two years the mission chapel was opened. The

Society class met in the mission chapel, and the

number of those united in order to pray together, to
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receive the word of exhortation, aud to watch over

one another in love, increased from fifteen to fifty.

Other classes were duly formed, and the im

portance of Church fellowship was urged. The help

of the Society class became increasingly manifest.

The preaching was regularly continued, and the con

gregation grew. The theme of justification by faith

was supreme. The prayer meetings following the

Sunday evening services witnessed the earnest seek

ing of the blessing, and the joyous experience of the

newly-saved. The Sunday School, opened in June,

numbered eighty-six scholars and seventeen teachers

in six months. At Christmas, 1872, one hundred and

forty persons sat down to a public tea. The mission

chapel became too strait for the congregations, and it

was resolved to enlarge the borders. A fruitful

Christmas tree yielded £35, and a bazaar produced

£220, while friends promised £1,143. A site was

secured in Lower Mount Street, and on June 19th,

1880, memorial stones of the present chapel were laid

by Messrs. George Mallinson, Herbert Harpin,

Benjamin Broadbent, John Hall, and Richard Riley.

On that occasion the children of the Sunday School

presented sixty-four purses containing £100 14s. Id.

The chapel, which will seat 655, was opened by Dr.

Jenkins, the President of the Conference, on Whit

Tuesday, June 7th, 1881. The sermon, based on

Isaiah lx. and 13th verse,“ I will make the place of

My feet glorious,” was one of mingled beauty and

strength, and replete with assurances of the Divine

presence and of prospering blessing. Other opening

services followed, conducted by the Revs. Robert N.
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Young, M.A., Joseph Bush, Dr. Bruce, Dr. Dallinger,

James Nance, J. Porteous, and J. S. Workman. A

caretaker’s house was built. The basement and five

class rooms were utilised by the Sunday School. A

special feature of Lockwood Chapel are the annual

services held on Honley Feast Tuesday. The day is

a general holiday, and the chapel is invariably

crowded. Additions to the Church have been con

stant and real. The Society is vigorous and united.

Every department of Church organisation is effectively

worked ; none more so than the Sunday School. The

growth of the school has exceeded the most sanguine

expectations. The scholars soon numbered 500, with

an average attendance of 300. The demand for

more suitable premises became imperative. Again

the “ways and means” taxed the serious considera

tion of the friends, and in 1884 additional ground

was secured, and £700 raised and invested in the

names of the Connexional Board of Trustees to pay

the ground rent of the two plots. Constrained by

the love of Christ unceasing efforts were made, and

£1,000 was placed to the credit of the Society in

March of 1896. Plans for a new school, prepared by

Mr. Ben Stocks, were accepted, and on Saturday.

March 27th, 1897, several memorial stones were laid.

A public tea and meeting followed. The report

stated there were 490 scholars and 52 teachers. The

Temperance Society has a membership of 88, and the

Band of Hope 197. The school has a library of 420

books. The proceeds of the day amounted to £412,

making a total of £2,000 toward the £4,000 necessary

for the completion of the scheme. The late Mr.James
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Hobson, who recently died in America after a short

residence there with his family, was a Sunday-school

teacher, class-leader, and local preacher, and the

means of inaugurating a young men’s annual mis

sionary meeting. Mr. Thorpe, .who was the chapel

keeper for sixteen years, has joined the innumerable

company. He took great delight in Zion, and was

universally respected for his unobtrusive manner, his

integrity and kindness. The Society numbers several

who have come from the Holmfirth Circuit, and is

largely indebted to their fidelity and enterprise. The

people are indefatigable in the work of faith and

labour of love. For fifty years the first Wesleyan

Sunday School at Slaz'tkwaz'te was continued in the

“Long Boke.” The first anniversary sermons were

preached in 1820 by the Rev. John Storey, and the

collections for the day amounted to thirteen shillings,

which was considered excellent. The foundation

stone of the present school was laid by Isaac ffolden,

Esq., April 24th, 1871. There are about 300 scholars.

The association of the late Sir Isaac Holden with

Slaithwaite dates from 1828, when he was a

school teacher, and entertained thoughts of enter

ing the Methodist ministry, from which -he -was

deterred by a fear of inadequate provision in case
of premature failure of health, and enforcedl super

numeraryship. The following is a copy of a Minute

of the Huddersfield, Queen Street, 'Wesleyan

Methodist Local Preachers’ Meeting, held September

29th, 1828. “ The Rev. James Bromley in the chair.

Question: What brethren are received from other

Circuits? Answer: Brother I. Holden from the Leeds
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Circuit, on condition he produces a recommendation

from the last Circuit, and gives satisfaction after

having preached a trial sermon.” A brief sketch of

the baronet’s life will not be out of place. Sir Isaac’s

birth-place was Hurlet, near Paisley. He began to

earn his living at the age of ten, in the year 1817.

Weaving was his first work, and next he laboured

fourteen hours a day in a cotton mill, and educated

himself at night. When about fourteen his father was

able to give him a little more schooling, and he learned

Latin and book—keeping. At fifteen he was appren

ticed to a shawl-weaver in Paisley. At twenty he

became a schoolmaster successively in Leeds, at

Lingard’s Grammar School, Slaithwaite, in Reading,

and in Glasgow. At twenty-three he became a book

keeper in Yorkshire, and remained in that position for

sixteen years. He invented and patented a wool

combing machine, and made an immense fortune. Sir

Isaac gave the following account of his discovery of

the lucifer match to a select committee of the House

of Commons; “I began as an inventor on a very

small scale. For whatl know I was the first inventor

of lucifer matches; but it was the result of a happy

thought. In the morning I used to get up at four

o’clock in order to pursue my studies, and I used at

that time the flint and steel, in the use of which I

found very great inconvenience. I gave lectures on

chemistry at the time at a very large academy at

Reading. Of course I knew, as other chemists did,

 the explosive material that was necessary in order to

produce instantaneous light; but it was very diffi

cult to obtain a light on wood by that explosive
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material, and the idea occurred to me in the

year 1829 to put under the explosive mixture

sulphur. I did that, and published it in my next

lecture and showed it. There was a young man

in ‘the room whose father was a chemist in London,

and he immediately wrote to his father about
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it, and shortly after lucifer matches were issued

to the world. I believe that was the first occasion

that we had the‘ lucifer match. Iwas urged to go

and take out a patent immediately ; but I thought it

was so small a matter, and it cost me so little labour,

that I did not think it proper to go and get a patent,

otherwise I have no doubt it would have been very
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profitable.” There was about Sir Isaac the wondrous

charm of a sweet simplicity in taste and character all

his days. A modest and generous man who took a

true interest in the welfare of young men. He was

first elected to the House of Commons for Knares

borough in 1865, and represented that constituency

for three years. In 1882 he was elected for the

Northern Division of the West Riding (afterwards

the Keighley Division), and was returned unopposed

in 1886 and 1892. He was created a baronet by Mr.  

Gladstone in 1893. A short time before his death he

said to Sir Henry Mitchell of Bradford, “I owe

everything I have to Methodism.” He died suddenly

' at his residence, Oakworth House, Keighley, on the

morning of Friday, August 7th, 1897, in his 91st

year.

When it was first proposed to build a new chapel

at Marsden some laughed and others marvelled, say

ing, with Sanballat, “ What do these feeble ” folk. The

last sermon was preached in the old chapel by the

Rev. George Curnock on Sunday evening, April 23rd

1871. It was not without the reviving of chastened,

memories “ Good-bye ” was given to the loved edifice,

Names and faces were recalled, and the unceasing

mercy of God was recounted, while with tremulous

lip and voice the full heart said, “Thank God for all

his goodness. Hitherto the Lord hath led us.”

On Saturday, June 10th, the foundation stone

was laid. The day was most auspicious and the

hills looked lovelier than ever while re-echoing

the strains of the “Old Hundredth ” sung by an in

terested and enthusiastic crowd. Many visitors were
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from Huddersfield, Holmfirth, Meltham, Saddleworth,

and elsewhere. The proposed outlay was £1 ,5oo,which,

in consequence of additions to the original plan, was

greatly exceeded. The opening services were com

menced on Good Friday, 1871, when sermons were

preached afternoon and evening by the Rev. F 

Griffiths, of Bradford, and continuation services were

held on Easter Sunday. The Rev. Peter McKenzie

preached on Shrove Tuesday, 1873, and in the evening

lectured on “Joseph and his brethren.” At the close,

the Chairman, J. B. Robinson, Esq., read a list of the

contents of a tray full of purses, amounting to

£159 5s. 8%,~d., which made a total contribution from

all sources of £1,707 11s. 9d., leaving a sufficient sum

in hand to furnish the schoolroom and minister’s

vestry. All joined in singing “Praise God from whom

all blessings flow.” '

The cause at Marsden has greatly -0prospered 

The Sunday School interest has been wide and deep.

The Young Men’s Bible Class has been popular, and

through it and other means, the congregation has

largely grown. A further extension became necessary,

and with commendable promptitude moneys were

given, and a successful bazaar held in 1892, and two

years later 449 square yards of land were bought, and

in 1897, May 8th, foundation stones of an enlarge

ment were laid. On the occasion, County Alderman

Robinson gave interesting reminiscences of Marsden

Methodism. An after meeting was held, presided

over by Mr. Jonathan Holroyd, when it was announced

£1,135 was in hand toward the £2,000 required for the

extension scheme. Since the laying of the foundation
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stones in May, the widow of Mr. Wz'lliam Schofield

has departed this life. She was a mother in Israel,

“an Israelite in whom there was no guile.” She will

be missed, and Marsden will be the poorer for her

death. The Crosland Hz'/l Society lost by death,

October 27th, 1871, Mrs. Rebecca Shaw, relict of

William Shaw, local preacher, and mother of the

Revs. William Shaw (B) and Mark Shaw, Wesleyan

ministers. The house of Mrs. Shaw was opened for

religious worship, and for fifty years preaching services

and class meetings were held there. She witnessed a

good confession, and was “faithful unto death.”

Other societies were bereft. Linthwaite sustained

a loss in the death ofMr. yoseph Holroyd, of Ramsden

Mill, October Ioth, 1871, aged seventy-two. He wasa

member ofthe Wesleyan Society over thirty years, and

received his first ticket from the Rev. Robert Wood.

For twenty-five years he was a class leader, and for

a considerable period led two classes, which office he

filled with conspicuous ability. He was most con

scientious and consistent. His manner had aquiet

dignity and charm. Prayer and the study of the

Scriptures were his delight. He died in victorious

peace.

A few weeks later, at the age of sixty-four,

Mary, relict of Edward Helme, died suddenly yet

triumphantly. She was converted when nineteen

years of age. In her earlier days it was her

constant practice to rise at five o’clock on Sabbath

days to attend the early morning prayer

meeting. She manifested through life a spirit of

earnest piety. As a tract distributor, Sunday-school
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teacher, and collector for the Missionary Society she

laboured with unabated zeal ; and for twenty years was

an efficient class leader in the Buxton Road Circuit.

“The memory of the just is blessed.” Though the

standard bearers fall, the battle is the Lord’s. The

loss is great, but the heritage of noble example and

gracious influence and inspiring memories is great

also. In the remembrance of this, and in full belief

of Providence, its wisdom and love, the Societies

bowed submissively and said,“ The Lord gave and the

Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the

Lord.”



  

CHAPTER IX.

LONGWOOD.

IN 1871 the Longwood Sc/zool secretary’s book

chronicled 36 teachers, of whom 32 were members,

and 180 scholars, ofwhom 26 were members of Society.

The interest in the school was deep, and a growing

belief in its relation to the Church and the importance

of early religious life was sensibly felt. With greater

earnestness, and with a more direct aim at spiritual

results, the duties of a teacher were discharged. The

increased attendance and the visible tokens of pros

perity had been recognised for some time past.

With the recognition there was a corres

ponding preparation for enlarged premises and

more favourable conditions of teaching. Liberal

things were devised. With hope and zeal the needle

was plied, meetings held, subscriptions sought, and a

new school scheme decided on. Mr. John Broadbent,

who had ever befriended the cause, and proved a wise

and safe guide, was unanimously requested to lay the

corner stone. Mr. Broadbent received the request as

a mark of affection, and readily complied. The

stone was laid on Saturday, September 3rd, 1870.

158
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The newly-appointed ministers, the Revs. George

Curnock and George Kenyon, were present, and a

representative company testified the general interest

and good wishes. The following year the school was

opened with every encouraging indication of in

creasing success. At the public meeting, following a

public tea, on Saturday, September 16th, 1871, the

report represented the total of subscriptions and

collections with amounts from other sources greatly

exceeded the cost of the building, and the committee

hoped, after placing a warming apparatus, to hand

over about £40 towards the enlargement of the

chapel. The school and chapel were one, and the

prosperity of one was the prosperity of the other.

With renewed purpose and consecration the good

work was sustained and extended, amid tokens of

Divine favour. The school maintained its efficiency,

and varied organisations, to meet the needs of the

people and advance the interests of the Church and

the extension of the kingdom of God, received the

general approval and co-operation. The proposal to

enlarge the chapel was carefully considered. The

consideration was how shall we meet the difficulty

of either building in the front or the rear of the

chapel? If in the front then the sacred remains of

much-loved friends and relatives would probably be

disturbed; if in the rear the sudden rise in the hill

would mean a large amount of excavations and

damp. Of the two difficulties the latter was faced;

and the chapel was lengthened 18 feet, affording

space behind the pulpit for an orchestra, with

room for the scholars on each side of the organ,
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and minister’s vestry beneath. The ceiling was taken

down and about two feet gained in height, and the

organ renovated. The pulpit was improved with two

flights of stairs, terminating at the base in a massive

Communion rail; and the floor of the chapel was

pewed in pitch-pine, and sundry other improvements

made. The re-opening services were commenced on

Thursday, March 13th, 1873. There was a warm

glow of satisfaction on the completion of the difficult

enlargement. The work of the Lord was not arrested

by a disposition to fold arms, and the adoption of a

“rest and be thankful” policy. Quiet and steady

progress accompanied the spirit of work and prayer.

The means of grace were characterised by cheering

light and life, and the Society and school added to

their numbers continually. Three months after the

re-dedication of the chapel and of the people, the

Society sustained the loss of Mr. Butterwort/z Broad

bent. His resolve to consecrate all to God was active

and abiding. Writing to his mother, on his twenty

first birthday, he expressed himself thus: “ Twenty

one years of my life are already gone, and what have

I done? This has been a source of rather melancholy

and profitable reflection to me the last few days.

However, it is some satisfaction to think that I enter

upon my manhood with the determination to con

secrate my future days to the service of God. What

ever God shall be pleased to bestow—l0ng life, wealth,

honour--I would consecrate all to him.” In the same

strain he wrote to his brother: “In looking back

upon my past life there is much to cause me deep

humility and gratitude. I rejoice that the last yea

/
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of my youth has undoubtedly been the best of my

life. I have tried to do something for God in the

Sabbath school, and the formation of a Bible Class,

and occasionally in speaking to persons privately. I

have resolved, by the grace of God, that I will con

secrate my future life to His service.” Shortly after

he wrote: “At our school feast we had a very

pleasant walk, Abel Mortimer and I leading the

procession. After tea we had a meeting. Imagine

my feelings to see one after another of our

teachers—John and Henry Scarlett, D. Dyson,

and John Burns--stand up and declare how great

things God had done for them during the past year ;

all of them having been the subject of my prayers

and efforts.” The work in the Society at Outlane

absorbed a great part of the time and thought and

strength of Mr. Butterworth Broadbent, and the fruit

thereof has been abundant. The welfare of young

people more and more engaged the prayerful atten

tion of the Buxton Road Circuit, and several places

made energetic efforts toward the enlargement of

schools, in the hope that more efficient work would

be done, and results appear in the association of the

young men and women and youths of the school

with the Church of Christ and Christian enterprises.

At Honley, on Saturday evening, October 28th,

1871, a public tea was held for the inauguration of a

movement for the erection of a new school building, as

a memento of the life and labours of the late Edward

Brooke, Esq. The scheme proposed involved an

outlay of £2,500. At the meeting, one little girl

said “she would give ten shillings out of her ‘save

II
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all.’ ” Young men promised various sums per week

for twelve months to come. About £400 was pro

mised. The friends parted at the close of that

meeting, with full determination to do their best. In

the lapse of years the interest and effort did not flag.

The goal was kept well in view. The yearly reports

of the progress of the school stimulated to con

tinuance in well-doing; and the foundation of the

present Brooke Memorial Schools was laid by Mr.

George Mallinson, of Linthwaite, in the year 1878.

The day was one of intense interest to young apd

old. At the after-meeting, grateful memories were

revived and told, and the guiding hand of God

recognised. The school was opened in the following

year, toward which Mr. Edward Brooke and others

gave handsome subscriptions. The debt was cleared

off in 1887, when a thanksgiving meeting was held

of old scholars, presided over by Mr. Edward Brooke.

Honley has passed through changeful spiritual ex

periences. There have been seasons of apparent stag

nation. In these seasons prayer has been made unto

God continually, and the Word of the Lord has been

preached in all fidelity of spirit and hopefulness.

There have also been seasons of great joy and

quickening. Believers have been blessed and sinners

brought to Christ. During one of these visitations of

grace a workman came to a special service, he stayed

to the after meeting, and with cap in hand walked up

to the Communion rail as a penitent. He hid his

face in his cap and prayed earnestly. The light

shone upon him, and with immeasurable gladness he

exclaimed, “Eh, what 8. leet! Eh, what a leet!”
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And the minister responded, “Arise, shine, for thy

light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon

thee.”

For several years the Society and school at

Paddock struggled against adverse circumstances.

An old Circuit record, written June 18th, 1795, states

there was a Society of thirty-two members. That

record is within four years of Wesley’s death. The

village for many years was scantily supplied with

Methodist services. Squire Brooke gave considerable

attention, in the way of home mission work, to the

place. He sought for a house but failed in meeting

with one. The matter was made the subject of

prayer. He became impressed there was a house at

the top of Paddock. On enquiry it was found as he was

impressed. The house was bought and transferred

on trust to the Wesleyan Conference, for which he

received the thanks of the Conference. In 1872 a

few of the members felt that a new chapel was most

desirable. The growth of the population and the

crowded house of worship called for other and con

siderably larger accommodation. A site was secured

from Sir John William Ramsden on lease for 999

years. Eventually arrangements were completed for

memorial stones laying. That ceremony was willingly

performed by eleven friends on Saturday, the 27th of

January, 1872. Many gathered on the occasion.

As elsewhere so here the children themselves must

be in evidence. For weeks the children had been to

friends, done little pieces of work, and gone errands

in order to add to their contribution. No one was

more thankful than they when in great gladness they
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placed £22 11s. 3d. on the stones. Their noble gifts

moved many hearts to pray, “God bless the children.”

The friends afterwards partook of tea at the Buxton

Road Chapel. Three hundred were present. A

meeting was afterwards held. The report stated

there were sixty members of Society, seventy-four

scholars, and eighteen teachers and superintendents.

The last preaching services in the one-storied, one

roomed building were conducted on Sunday, February

9th, 1873, by Mr. Cuttell, who preached from Eph. v.

16, and by Mr. David Roebuck, whose text was “The

Lord our God be with us, as He was with our fathers :

let Him not leave us nor forsake us,” I Kings viii. 57.

On the following day the dedicatory services of the

new chapel were held, when Dr. Jobson preached

excellent sermons based on the texts “Rejoice ever

more. Pray without ceasing. In everything give

thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus

concerning you,” and “ If thou canst believe, all things

are possible to him that believeth.” With Society

Class held at Mr. Roebuck’s, and other meetings at

the chapel, with Sunday School in the area, the'Society

slowly gathered strength. The children who collected

toward building the chapel had not forgotten their

gifts of love. Some were in the first Bible Class of

girls, and that class gave a tea and entertainment

which realised £10. The amount was handed to the

school treasurer as the first instalment toward new

schools. The incident was full of happy significance.

The Church was weak and the work hard, but the

£10 was an inspiration. The services were more

regularly attended, and keener interest in the welfare
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of the Society taken, and the faithful few patiently

endured. Though removals and changes from time

to time seemed to arrest progress, notwithstanding

the congregations and Society improved. Some of the

old and honoured members were called to rest from

their labours. II/[ary Howe received religious impres

sions in the Sunday School, and at the age of thirteen

began to meet in class. Her father was the leader,

and the meeting was held in her father’s house. She

took delight in the service of God. In her diary she

wrote, “Went to the Sunday School, and I felt my

duty to be my delight.” On the approach of death,

July, 1872, she frequently said :

By faith I now join hand in hand

With them that’s gone before,

And greet the blood-besprinkled band

On the eternal shore.

She died in peace, aged sixty-two years. During the

interment at the Milnsbridge church the skies dark

ened and the thunder rolled, and, on the conclusion

of the service at the grave, the Rev. George Curnock

sang two verses of the hymn :

Hark, a voice divides the sky.

Happy are the faithful dead.

The effect on a large number of persons present was

thrilling, and many wept aloud. Another aged

Christian, in the person of Mrs. Hanna/z Brown,

Fenton Row, Manchester Road, died in October,

1873, aged seventy-two. Soon after Squire Brooke

began preaching it was her privilege to hear him, and

through his instrumentality received good. Her
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husband was a devoted Christian and a class leader,

which office she also sustained for many years with

gratifying efficiency. She took delight in visiting

her members, and in dispensing the alms of the

Church to the sick and poor. She was strongly

attached to the Methodist denomination, and in her

will left the following legacies: To the Wesleyan

Foreign Missions, £5 ; Local Preachers’ Sick

Society, £5 ; the trustees of the Buxton Road

Chapel, £5; and Buxton Road Wesleyan Sunday

School, £5.

Throughout the Holmfirth Cz'1'cuz't there was

spiritual advancement and an earnest desire for

continued aggression. A three days’ bazaar had

been held in the Town Hall, when £955 was

realised. The spirit of enterprise was possessed.

The House of God was well attended, and the

Sunday School was in a vigorous state, and a few

were led in early life to consecrate themselves to

God, while others in the congregation lingered

on the outside of the Church, who seemed to

be near the Kingdom, and were ready to do

many Christian duties, except uniting in full fellow

ship.  Much was being said and done toward the

building of a new chapel. The usual sewing meetings

and other meetings were in requisition, and willing

hearts and nimble fingers were busily intent on great

things. Again the word went forth, “Let us arise

and build,” and with one consent they arose to the

occasion, and on April 20th, 1871, the foundation

stone was laid by Isaac Holden, Esq. Again the

children were to the fore. No one was more loyal,
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and no one more heartily rendered help. One hun

dred and four purses were put on the stone by chil

dren of the Sunday School. The contents of the

purses ranged from 2s. 6d. to £13, and the total

amounted to £231 9s. 6d. The day’s proceedings in

collections and subscriptions realised the locally un

precedented sum of £2,825 17s. 0d. The chapel was

opened September 12th, 1872, by the Rev. Luke Wise

man, President of the Conference. Other services

were conducted by the Revs. John Farrar, Michael

Johnson, F. Friend, and Peter McKenzie. The

chapel accommodates 950 persons. Four years later,

anniversary services were held, when it was decided

to clear off the debt. Considerable alterations

were made for the choir, and other improvements

effected near the communion table in 1884; and in

the following year a new organ with modern improve

ments and a patent hydraulic engine was erected at

a cost of £630. The whole of the cost was raised and

the chapel freed from debt. Holmfirth has been long

noted for the excellence of its Mzkszonary —/Weetilzgs

and for the enthusiastic interest taken in them. For

many years a young men’s missionary meeting was a

special feature. Many godly and promising young

men have taken part, and the remembrance of the

meetings has left a lifelong impression. The

essential spirit of Methodism is missionary, and is at

once benevolent and diffusive as the light. Through

out its organisations, its doctrines, and its hymnology,

there is the spirit of its founder, who went as

missionary to America, and of Christ, who said, “ Go

ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every
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creature.” Its limit is the world, and its object the

world’s salvation.

Inseparable from the Holmfirth Circuit is the

honoured name of Alderman Henry Butterwort/z, j.P.,

Heald Carr, Hinchliffe Mill. His death, which, after a

few days’ illness, occurred on Saturday, July 31st,

1897, is an irreparable loss to the Methodist Churches

in the Circuit, and to many civic and philanthropic

interests in the district. He was a great gift of God

to the religious and public life of the neighbourhood.

The greatness of the gift appears in the high sense of

duty, exemplary Christian spirit, uniform sympathy,

and unfaltering integrity, that adorned his character.

Leading incidents may be summarised; but of the

life and its abiding spiritual influence and inspiration

there can be no human record. He lost his father

when fifteen years of age, and the death of his father

was sanctified to him, for at that time he was able to

say by the spirit of adoption and the Holy Ghost

“Abba Father.” At 19% he was entrusted with a

class of twenty members, and at twenty became a

local preacher. His first sermon was preached at

Wooldale, on December 1st, 1848, from the text,

“For God hath not given us the spirit of fear,

but of power and of love, and of a sound mind.” The

last sermon he preached was from the text : “ Let not

your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe

also in Me. In My Father’s house are many mansions,

etc.” For forty-eight years he preached chiefly in the

neighbourhood of Holmfirth, and during that time

preached about 2,020 times, being an average of forty

two sermons a year. As a local preacher and advocate
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of foreign missions he was powerful and convincing,

and his services were highly appreciated. He took

an active part in other spheres of usefulness. For

many years he was a member of the Board of

Guardians, and rendered able and valuable service as

a magistrate and alderman of the County Council.

The District Synod in May last elected him as a lay

representative to the Wesleyan Conference, an honour

he had frequently had, and in that capacity he attended

its sittings on Monday, July 26th. He felt ill, and

returned home. On Thursday night he was seized

with apoplexy, and, despite medical aid, Henry

Butterworth passed peacefully away on the morn of

Saturday to the “fulness of joy, and pleasures for

evermore.”

At the Queen Street June Quarterly Meeting in

1884, Mr. George Hall drew attention to the advisa
bility of doing something forlRowley Hz'll, where

there was no provision for public worship. The

sympathy of the meeting was evoked. Mr. T.

Mellor and others resolved to visit the village during

the week, and the conviction that it presented a

sphere for immediate work was deepened. Week

evening services were arranged for, and the favourable

co-operation of the neighbourhood was secured. In

due time a house was rented. At the services twice

the number the house conveniently accommodated

were in attendance. The first anniversary services

were held in the open air on Sunday, August Ist,

1886, when the meetings were addressed by several

friends. Memorial stones were laid on Saturday,

August 14th, 1886, by Mrs. Wilson, Southfield;
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Messrs. James Haigh, Ashenhurst ; Brook Lockwood,

Manchester; and Joseph Barrowclough, Lightcliffe.

The occasion was signalised by the attendance of

many friends, public tea, and an enthusiastic evening

meeting. The inaugural sermon on the opening of

the chapel on Saturday, February 5th, 1887, was

preached by the Superintendent, the Rev. T. M.

Thorp. About that date one Mr. Liversedge, an old

man, was soundly converted. The thorough change

was most marked His old companions said, “He

has been made over again, and he is a grand new

man.” He died some three years after, triumphing

through Jesus Christ. There is a good attendance at

the chapel. The villagers have always looked upon

the work with keen interest and evident satisfaction.

The Sunday School has about one hundred scholars,

with an average attendance of eighty, and from the

commencement the scholars have retained their

association with the school. Those most intimately

acquainted with the work at Rowley Hill thank God

and are encouraged. The total outlay has been

about £465.

C/zarlotte Sykes, mother of the Rev. George Sykes,

who for thirty-nine years has rendered excellent

service as a missionary, died in great peace on Sep

tember 6th, 1873, in her seventy-ninth year. She

became a member of the Wesleyan Society about the

year 1834, and took a deep and intelligent interest in

the cause of Christ. Hers was the charm of a meek

and quiet spirit, and the restfulness of a calm and

strong faith. The following extract of a letter written

to her son on his becoming a missionary is a beautiful
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illustration of her unselfishness and resignation: '

“ It certainly does require a great effort to think with

composure of parting for an indefinite length of time

from one who is both near and dear to me ; but I do

strive, and at times succeed. Indeed, if one word

from me would deter you from your purpose I dare

not say it. Glad as I should be for you to remain in

England, your impression appears so decidedly in

favour of going abroad, that I should feel as if doing

wrong to, in the least, oppose it. Yes, my dear son,

you are not, and I trust never will be, forgotten in my

poor prayers. It is the sincere wish of my heart that

the comforting influence of the Holy Spirit of God

may be your daily portion. To this end you must,

as I trust you ever will, live much in the spirit of

faithful prayer, which the hymn tells you

Brings every blessing from above.

I shall often think of you and in imagination realise

your presence with me, though whether we shall ever

see each other again is more than we can tell. Well,

the same Providence is over the mighty ocean that

reigns on the land, and He holdeth ‘the wind in His

fists.’ May His protecting care be over you on the

water, and on the land when you arrive. May He

bless you and make you a blessing to many others.

This is the prayer of your mother, CHARLOTTE

SYKES.” The Rev. George Sykes became super

numerary at the Conference of 1897. On his retire

ment the Conference expressed itself thus: “ In

permitting the Rev. George Sykes to become a super

numerary, the Conference recalls with devout
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gratitude the long and faithful service he has rendered

to Christ as a Missionary in British Honduras and the

West Indies. Thoughtful and fervent as a preacher,

calm and sagacious as an administrator, he has

enjoyed the confidence of ministers and people.

From 1894 to the beginning of this year he has held

the responsible and honourable office of President of

the West Indian Conferences. After forty years of toil

abroad, Mr. Sykes has returned to his native land and

‘to his own people.’ The Conference prays that he

may be long spared to preach that Gospel, the diffusion

of which has been the passion of his life.” Mr.

Sykes resides in the Gledholt Circuit, and continues

to render excellent service to the Church by his

earnest ministry and visitation of the sick.

The Conference of 1875, in its Annual Address,

warned the Societies against old errors called by new

names. Sacerdotalism and Rationalism, dressed in

modern garb, were old enemies of the truth. The

enthronement of either in the Church meant the de

thronement of Christ. The “truth as it is in Jesus”

shall alone triumph. And “ no weapon that is formed

against thee shall prosper.” In the same address

there was a special call to guard the sanctity of the

Sabbath. The drift of worldly pleasure and the race

for mammon threatened to break down the fence

which guarded from intrusion and desecration. The

Sabbath is the birth-right of the human race for the

direct worship of God and individual spiritual welfare.

Against the then growing evil in the Church on the

one hand, and the evil in the world on the other, the

word of appeal went forth to the Methodist Societies.

NI‘
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Huddersfield needed the word of warning, and the

ministry was not slow to echo the word. One of the

most important features of our educational work was

the inauguration of the Connexional Sunday School

Union in 1875. The objects of the Union are the

conservation of unity in teaching and organisation, to

furnish a higher class of Sunday-school literature in

harmony with our standards of theology, and to bind

together the whole Sunday-school work in one

common bond of brotherhood and effort. The Union

has made its presence and utility felt in this town

and neighbourhood. The teachers of the many

schools have been encouraged and helped by the

gatherings of the Union, the papers read, and the

fraternal spirit shown.

George Cleg , a child of many prayers, had the

advantage of a godly mother’s example, influence,

and care, and was in early life led to the Saviour.

He would tell how, when very young, he used to

follow his mother when she went to the class meeting,

and stood outside the door of the cottage house

listening to the prayers and the singing, and that at

that early age he felt he would love God and serve

Him. On his removal from Emley to Huddersfield

he joined the Buxton Road Society. In his last

illness he said to a friend, “I was never so happy

as now. I used to doubt; but my doubts are gone,

and the promises of God, like streams of consolation,

enter my soul.” At the age of fifty-seven, August

18th, 1873, he triumphed in death.

The name of 111r. Moore Sykes lives, and will con

tinue to live. Though not quite thirty-three when he
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died, he had lived long in a short life. His character

and worth and work made an indelible impression in

the Church and political life of Huddersfield. Early

converted, his natural ability was used for the moral

and material good of others. His intelligence, ready

speech, and high sense of duty and integrity com

bined to make him a power in the Church and town.

He became a local preacher in the Buxton Road

Circuit when twenty-three years of age. In 1872 he

was elected co-teacher with Mr. Richard Riley of the

Young Men’s Bible Class, the duties of which he

diligently and efficiently discharged. His clear,

manly deliverances from the pulpit, the desk, and the

platform reflected a mind swift to grasp and strong to

pronounce. After a short illness he died at his

residence, Manchester Road, July 31st, 1875. Hud

dersfield mourned the loss of so promising a citizen
andlChristian, and testified its sincere affection by

the procession to the cemetery on the day of interment.

A good work was going on in Huddersfield, Holmfirth,

and Denby Dale. The Word of God was mighty to

prevail. The classes were increased in number and

power. The Sunday Schools were active and pros

perous, and the united Church membership of the

four Circuits at the Conference of 1875 was 3,254.

The Conference of 1875 appointed two large and

influential committees to meet for the purpose of

considering how “some direct and adequate repre

sentation of the Laity in the transaction of the

business of the Conference, in consistency with the

recognised principles of our economy and the pro

visions of the Deed Poll,” might be best secured.
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The committees met and laid their recommendations

before the succeeding Conference “that Laymen be

admitted into the Conference during the transaction

of the financial and temporal business of the Con

nexion.” After prolonged and prayerful consideration

the Conference adopted the recommendation, and

remitted the details of the scheme to the considera

tion of the District Meetings and a committee of

laymen and ministers to meet after the May District

Meeting and report for final settlement to the Con

ference of 1877.

The effect of the decision of the Conference on

this important question was a greater determination

in all the Circuits to unite more than ever in the ful

filment of the glorious mission of Methodism. In the

expression of that determination there w.as a manifest

desire for the more prayerful personal culture of the

spiritual life, and a quickened zeal in the ministries of

work and love. A new hymn book, prepared for the

worship of God in our chapels, and enriched by some

of the finest poems of Charles Wesley, was presented

for the first time for congregational use. The enlarged

hymn book contains many of the choicest hymns and

spiritual songs known to the Church of God. The

numerical returns to the Conference of 1876 chronicled

an increase in Queen Street of 90, in Buxton Road of

49, in Holmfirth of 23, and in Denby Dale of 50,

making an increase on the year in the four Circuits of

212. The Rev. David Hay died in I877. His

preaching was peculiarly earnest, evangelical, and

effective. The affairs of the Circuit were in a flourishing

state, and a prayerful spirit prevailed with an earnest
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desire for richer outpouring of the Holy Ghost. At

the time Mr. Hay was in the Queen Street Circuit the

Rev. George Dz'ckenson was the Superintendent of the

Buxton Road Circuit. Mr. Dickenson possessed rare

qualifications for an attractive and powerful preacher.

His were a rich voice, fine presence, vivid imagination,

and deep feeling. His racy humour, good nature, and

happy conversational power made his companionship

a treat, and his friendship a treasure. The Rev. E.

Horton was in the Denby Dale Circuit for one year.

For near forty years he had preached as a Methodist

minister the Gospel of peace through faith in Christ.

He entered into the labours of the Rev. William

Watson (B),whose impressive and thoughtful ministry,

with especial pastoral attention to the sick and poor,

had been eminently successful. -

In 1877 the Denby Dale Chapel underwent thorough

overhauling and extensive alterations. The estimated

cost was over two thousand pounds. In that year Mr.

James Schofield made an unsolicited gift of 700 yards

of land adjoining the Trust premises. The enlarged

chapel has sittings for 800, and is free from debt. At

this time the Rev. W. O. Simpson was in labours

most abundant. Busily engaged the week round 

advocating the claims of the Mission with zeal,

pathos, and power peculiarly his, preaching the Gospel 

he so much loved and so masterly expounded and

enforced, pleading the cause of righteousness in its

application to municipal, national, or Church life with

strong intellect, catholic soul, and patriotic feeling,

the Circuits in Huddersfield, Holmfirth, and Denby

Dale shared his ungrudging aid, and held him in
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loving esteem for the rich resources of his mind, his

wide missionary experience, and his whole-hearted

ness of service. He was a Yorkshireman, and

nowhere was he more beloved than in the West

Riding. The District Synod held its meetings in

Huddersfield in May, 1881, in the Queen Street

Assembly Rooms. He took his accustomed—part in

its deliberations, and on Wednesday, the 18th, when

ministers and laymen were present, after a charac

teristic speech on business then before the meeting,

he immediately left the room, complaining of faint

ness. Two hours afterwards he passed beyond the

veil to dwell for ever in the presence of Christ.

The loss of Mr. Stan/zope Smart was not without

significance. His father was a trustee of the Queen

Street Chapel, and for many years interested in the

advancement of Methodism in the town. The son

followed in the father’s footsteps. He lived a long

and blameless life. He was an intense lover of art

and music, and accounted proficient as a musician,

and master of drawing. He bequeathed £400 to the

Queen Street Chapel.

The inconvenience of decentralisation of the

[fz'nc/zlg'fe Mz'/l Sunday Schools was increasingly felt,

and, after much toil and many gifts and eager

anticipations, the foundation stone of the present

spacious schoolroom was laid by the late George

Wilson, Esq., on May 14th, 1877, and, eleven months

after, opened by the Rev. W. O. Simpson. Up to the

time of laying the foundation stone, about 3,000 chil

dren had passed through the schools. The beneficent

results are beyond knowledge. Some of the results

I2
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are known and partly known only. There have been

frequent personal testimonies borne and many happy

deaths witnessed as the outcome of the work. And

others have taken the seed of the Kingdom, the Word

of God, and, by their preaching and holy example,

have scattered the beginning of bountiful harvests.

Throughout the nation there was deep anxiety

by reason of the increasing prevalence of Rz'tual

ism. Every day ten thousand nimble feet moved

in obscurity, and ten thousand tongues whis

pered in quiet places to the spiritual injury of.

myriads, and the attempted substitution of the

priest for the One Mediator and the Crucifix for

the living Christ. More than ever the teaching of

the New Testament was‘ acknowledged to be the

duty of the Christian ministry, and the great and

urgent need of the masses and of young people. The

attention of the Conference and of the Circuits was

especially directed to the important subject of the

Pastoral Oversight of the Young. In the several

Circuits of the Huddersfield district special thought

was given to Junior Society Classes, with gratifying

results. Still it was felt there was room for greater

enterprise for, and real belief in, the conversion of

children. -The inauguration of the Sunday-school

Union and the increased facilities for Scripture

instruction and personal dealing with individual

scholars were quietly telling on the young people,

and solving the question of their relationship to

the Church. The new order of securing to the

lalty of /lie!/zodz'sm a more direct, adequate, and

formal participation in matters of administration not
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purely pastoral came into operation at the Conference

of 1878. The change was effected without the

estrangement of a single minister or the loss of a

single member. The Huddersfield, Holmfirth, and

Denby Dale Circuits joined in the substantial mone

tary celebration which such a peaceful development

in the Methodist Organisation was justly deemed

worthy of, and by their gifts represented in a tangible

manner their sincere loyalty to the Methodist Church.

The suburb of Far Town was rapidly de

veloping and a colony of houses built. The

Society of twelve members held the preaching

and other services in a hired room. A de

tachment of thirty-three members from Queen

Street resolved to make the spiritual needs of

the rising place their prayerful consideration. Con

siderable anxiety was manifested on the part of

others lest the carrying out of a proposed Chapel

building scheme should tap the Queen Street congre

gation and Society. Enthusiasm and prospects grew,

and with them the resolve to launch out. Plans for

the erection of a Gothic building at a cost of £5,450,

to accommodate 760 persons, were prepared and

accepted, and the memorial stones were laid in 1880

and opened October 13th, 1881, when the Rev.

Benjamin Hellier preached in the afternoon and the

Rev. Francis J. Sharr in the evening. While there

was remarkable material progress there was no less

remarkable spiritual progress. In a few yearsastrong

and flourishing cause was established, sustained by

the united, self-denying labours of the congregation

and friends.’ The Sunday School started at the
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opening of the Chapel, when ninety names of scholars

were enrolled, and in five years there were 242

scholars and 33 teachers and a well-appointed staff

of officials. The Band of Hope and Library have

been satisfactorily founded and developed. Mutual

Improvement Classes were started and encouragingly

attended. The Society Classes were increased in

number and converts were multiplied. On Saturday,

September 28th, 1889, memorial stones of a new

school to cost £3,800 were well and faithfully laid in

the name of the Holy Trinity, and successful dedi

catory services conducted September 4th, 1890, when

the door was publicly opened by William Child, Esq.,

in the presence of a large and intensely interested

crowd. Dr. Stephenson and others took part in the

meeting which followed the ceremony of door-open

ing. The school has 400 scholars and is a source of

strength and help to the Church.

The Conference of 1879 appointed for a third

year the Rev. Richard Brown, to the Buxton Road

Cz'rcuz't. His colleagues, the Revs. John Wood,

B.A., and Amos Dyson were excellent men, able

preachers, and conscientious pastors. Mr. Brown

had spent forty-three years in uninterrupted minis

terial service, and at his death six and a half

years later, was the oldest member but one among

us in full circuit work. He is remembered as an able

expositor of the Old Testament Scriptures, having

had a considerable knowledge of the Hebrew text.

He was a busy man, never unemployed nor triflingly

employed. Still the membership remained about

stationary, if anything it decreased. It is difficult to
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fix on cause and effect. Sometimes causes may be

traced back several years. Visible tokens of success

are most encouraging; if withheld, discouragement

should not reign. The patient, faithful seed-sowing

must tell sooner or later to the joy of reapers. Years

of depression were not peculiar to the Church. They

were felt in trade and agriculture. Some subtle law

of reflex influence was present, the material sensibly

telling on the spiritual. Good men and true gave

themselves to self-examination, prayer, and the re

consecration of their gifts, and sought to stem the

ebbing tide.

In common with other sections of the Christian

Church the commencement of the Sunday-school

institution was heartily commemorated. Elaborate pre

parations were made for a united demonstration, and

the event proved successful. The preparatory meet

ings, in which representatives of the Churches and

schools met, were marked by unanimity of feeling and

brotherhood. The rentenaryyear ofMr. Raikes’ bene

volent undertaking of Sunday Schools was one of

devoutthankfulness thattheinstitutionhad been worked

with vigour and with marvellous results. Our Sunday

school Report presented to the Conferenceshowed there

were more than sixty-two thousand young people

in our schools, either members of the Society or on

trial. The celebration of the centenary strengthened

the resolve to bend all movements connected with the

education of our young people to one issue--their

conversion to God.

In October of 1880, Elizabeth, wife of Mr. Elz'

Mallz'nson, of Linthwaite, departed this life. From
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infancy she lived in the bright and vivid assurance of

the favour of God. Unassuming and unobtrusive,

gentle and generous, she endeared herself to a wide

circle of friends. With a parting message for her

children “ to love Jesus,” she died happy in the Lord.

A decrease of membership was reported from each of

the four Circuits to the Conference of 1881. There

were, however, clear indications of a good work. The

prayers had not been offered in vain. Conversions

were witnessed, and from every Circuit there were

cheering numbers “on trial.” The succeeding Con

ference recorded the following :

Queen Street 824; an increase of 18, with 102 on trial.

Buxton Road 1,440; ,, ,, 68, ,, 148 ,,

Holmfirth 810; ,, ,, 14, ,, 103 ,,

Denby Dale‘ 369 i >1 11 462 n 40 n

The two subsequent years marked a further slight

increase of membership, with the total of 444 on trial

for the year 1883, and 333 on trial for the year 1884.

These returns represent the four Circuits. All of them

shared in the general prosperity. The times of re

freshing were many, and for the result there was

unfeigned thankfulness. The bloodless victory was

gained through the strength of Him who leadeth in

triumph in Christ. We are reminded that it is one

hundred years since the Deed of Declaratz'on was

signed by Mr. Wesley: an instrument which legally

assured our property and conferred a legal recognition

on the Wesleyan Methodist Church, and in the eye of

British law assigns to the Conference the power of

appointing preachers to all Wesleyan Methodist
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Chapels, and of saying who are or are not preachers,

and of admitting “ on trial” and into “full connexion,”

and of expulsion. It gives the Conference power to

delegate any member, or members, of their own body

to act with full power in Ireland or in any other

part out of the Kingdom of Great Britain, and to

perpetuate its legal name and power by defining what

persons are to be members of the Conference, and pre

scribing the mode of election to fill vacancies. In one

sentence the constitution, privileges, and powers of the

Conference are settled by the provisions of the Deed.

For twelve months the cause at [Mount had

rendered a felt supply of means to a neighbour

hood that was comparatively destitute thereof. The

Mission Band held cottage prayer- meetings and

rented a house, in which a Sunday School was started.

Fourteen names were registered as scholars. The

name of the first was Emma Hirst, who during revival

services found Christ, and on her death-bed told the

Mission Band to continue their services. A disused

pulpit was removed from a barn at Longwood Edge

and conveyed to the preaching house; at the first

public service about thirty persons were present and

joined in the hymn

Praise ye the Lord, ’tis good'to raise

Your hearts and voices in His praise.

At the first meeting eight names were entered in the

class-book. After the increase of the working staff

by the addition of six young men from Longwood

Society, a granary over a grocer’s shop was fitted up

for the accommodation of 100 people. There is a
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Sunday School of seventy scholars, and a Senior

Society Class of twenty-five, and two Junior Society

Classes numbering thirty members. The Mission

Band has joined with Lindley and Kew Hill in open

air Early Sunday Morning Services, at which hundreds

have been present, and notorious characters have come

within sound and power of the Gospel.

The stone-laying of the new chapel, ll/eltham, in

1884, was an occasion of deep and wide interest.

The Rev. William Wilson, Chairman of the District,

gave an able address. Mr. George Mallinson per

formed the ceremony of stone-laying, and briefly but

effectively spoke. The chapel will hold 720, and was

erected at a cost of about £4,000. The congregation

has a reputation of being second to none in appre

ciation of good men and hearty services.

George Brooke, Esq, J.P., died at Springwood

Hall, Huddersfield, March 19th, 1884, aged  73 years.

From boyhood he was associated with Buxton Road

school and chapel. At the age of seventeen he was

a teacher of the sixth class, and when twenty-five he

became the superintendent and continued in that

office for nearly five years, when, through physical

indisposition, he relinquished the duties. On his re

covery to health he again was appointed superin

tendent, and continued to faithfully discharge the

work of the appointment until 1872. In April, 1849,

he had the oversight of a Society Class, which was

afterwards divided into two classes, and he was the

leader of both. The offices of poor steward, society

steward, and circuit steward were also sustained by

him. For over a quarter of a century an annual
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knife and fork tea and half-a-crown have been given

to 100 poor people through the liberality of Mr.

Brooke. His influence, energy, and service were

freely given to the cause of Christ. A tablet placed

in the building of the baths of the Huddersfield In

firmary bears the following inscription : “ These baths,

the gift of George Brooke, Esq., J.P., of Springwood

Hall, were built by him for the alleviation of suffering

and cure of disease, and in recognition of the eminent

ability and unremitting services of Mr. Turnbull, M.D.,

who for sixty years has held the office of physician

to this infirmary. 1876.”

On Saturday, May 30th, 1884, a plot of ground

at Farn/ey Tyas was leased of the Earl of Dartmouth.

An old member of Society, Deborah Shaw, took off

the first sod in the presence of a few who were

friendly to Methodism. The programme on the

occasion was short and simple, but the event was

memorable. With great feeling and strong faith the

dedicatory prayer invoked the prospering blessing of

God. Two months after the foundation stones were

laid, and on April 22nd, 1885, opening services were

taken by the Revs. Wm. Wilson and J. \/V. Crake.

Old Deborah had looked forward to the chapel

opening, and had often spoken of the event with

thankfulness for many proofs of Divine guidance

hitherto; but she was not permitted to see

the long thought and often-spoken-of event. Sick

ness unto death laid her aside. During her

sickness, and, as she lay in bed, she said, “ Od aimed

to live to see the day 0’ chapel op’ning; but I

near think I shall. Om getten owd and nearly
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finished my life. But it is all right. Ov had my day

and a breet day it’s been. Jesus is best- sunshine, un

I hope soon to see my Saviour in the Heavenly

sanctuary. But I’ll tell you what. Yo see that ham

that is up there. That there ham mun be saved for

chapel op’ning, and yo mun gee it for tea party.”

The request of the aged saint was complied with.

Whether the merits of the sermon preached in the

afternoon by the Chairman of the District were spoken

of report does not ‘say; but old Deborah was not

forgotten nor her resourceful thoughtfulness unappre-1

ciated. ‘

Two or three brief extracts from an account of Mr.

George Mallinson, of Linthwaite, we take from The

Huddersfield Examz'ner for April 11th, 188 5 :

“ Mr. George _/Vlallz'nson departed this life on Good

Friday, the 3rd inst., after a few days’ illness, aged 66

years. For nearly half-a-century he has been the

most prominent inhabitant in the township of Linth

waite. Born and brought up there, by dint of enter

prise, perseverance, and economy he was successful in

redeeming himself and largely his neighbourhood

from comparative obscurity and want. He was a

decided Methodist, and held tenaciously to the old

forms of Primitive VVesleyanism, and regarded innova

tions as a sign of denominational decay. To his

honours and successes he never seemed to pay heed,

ever preferring lowly habits, and cherishing to the

latest moment of his active life the bonds of sym

pathy with the poor and working classes. Many a

golden coin has he slipped into the hand, and

encouraging word into the ear of men whom he
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believed were towing hard against the tide of poverty,

and these acts of kindness have borne their quiet fruits.”

During a brief period of clear consciousness, and

grasping the hand of his son in the ministry, he, with

deep feeling, quoted the verse, “Happy if with my

latest breath,” and added words telling of the precious

ness and presence of Jesus.

In 1886 the Buxton Road Society suffered the

loss of 111r. James Clegg. His memory is recalled

with chastened feelings. A native of Thurstonland,

where he lived until forty years of age, in 1875 he

removed to Huddersfield. In the Holmfirth and

Buxton Road Circuits he rendered invaluable service

as a local preacher and as an official in other

positions. He took a foremost part in the erection of

the Mount Pleasant Chapel, Lockwood. He was a

faithful Christian and a loyal Methodist. He died at

Blackpool, where he had gone in the hope of recruit

ing failing health, in 1886, aged fifty-one years.

The year 188 5 opened with tokens of great good.

On the Societies came showers of blessing. Gather

ings for prayer and fellowship were deeply impressed

with a keen sense of the presence and power of the

Holy One, quickening devotion, searching the heart,

and deepening love. While there was the continuance

of the accustomed round of Circuit work, there were

special revival services conducted with encouraging

success. Within the Church’s purview there was a

careful attention to detail, with a view to the attain

ment of ends by the adjustment of effort. There

was the quiet growth and the culminating harvest in

the congregation, the school, and the family. Amongst
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the young people there was a general and thorough

work of grace. For three years the number of

scholars becoming members of Society had gradually

increased, and the Societies in the Huddersfield

Circuits were recruited from the young people in

the schools. The schools. proved what they were

often called, “the nurseries of the Church.” The

striking feature in Sunday-school enterprise was a

firm determination on the part of the teachers not

to sanction the false and harmful notion that early

decision for Christ is neither to be looked for nor

thought desirable. The unscriptural notion had

wrought in former years incalculable mischief, and

many teachers testified from experience that they

themselves had been unfortunate victims. The belief

that prevention was better than cure did not prevent

the rescue of the submerged, but strove to save the

young from swelling the number of the submerged.

The imperious calls to reach the masses were in

various ways seriously responded to. Outdoor ser

vices were held, and a vigorous house to house

distribution of religious literature made. The result

did not immediately appear, and in the evangelistic

work the workers were not always happily free from

feelings of fear and discouragement. Nevertheless,

the seed was scattered, and earnest petitions accom

panied the sowing.



  

CHAPTER X.

\

EXTENSION OF METHODISM.

N April, 1886, an interesting work was begun at

Mars//, where many years before a Society class

had been held, but which had long ceased to exist.

The neighbourhood was growing, and was likely to

become'an important suburb of Huddersfield. Asmall

room was rented for services, and soon an iron chapel

built and two Society classes formed. For three years

a home missionary was supported, and slowly the

work progressed. The state of Methodism, while

hopeful, and for years had made general progress in

the town and district, was not regarded with unquali

fied gratification. There was a feeling that there

might have been more glorious aggression, and that

Huddersfield Methodism had lived too long on its

former deeds of daring and Connexional fame. The

two Circuits had forces in them which might be

more economically used and more widely developed.

The thought of a third Circuit being formed

was entertained. The thought became more fre

quent. Conversations were started, and occasionally

prolonged, on the question of a third Circuit.

159
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Divine guidance was sought; representatives of the

two Huddersfield Circuits were convened to a united

meeting to consider the state of affairs, and to declare

themselves on the proposed subject of extension.

Recommendations of the division of the two Circuits

into three, and that the respective Quarterly Meetings

of the Queen Street and Buxton Road Circuits should

form a committee each, to constitute a joint commit

tee of the Circuits, were formulated and submitted to

the Circuits, approved and adopted most heartily.

The crisis was one of anxious thought and grave

difficulty, yet withal of united co-operation and intelli

gent conviction. There were in both Circuits men of

understanding to accurately read the signs of the

times—men whom God had qualified for the special

work whereto they were called, as truly as Peter was

prepared, and sent as the minister of Christ “to them

of the Circumcision,” and as truly as Paul was qualified

by God to preach to the Gentiles the “riches of Christ.

The joint committee met on March 2nd, 1888,

under the presidency of the Rev. T. Moorhouse

Thorp, and the Circuit boundaries, claims, and

interests were considered. The pervading thought

was, How can we best promote the welfare of Hud

dersfield Methodism? The solution of the problem

was believed to be in making a third Circuit, with

Gledholt at the head. The aggressive scheme in

volved the building of two large chapels, one at

Gledholt and the other at Milnsbridge, with certain

other important alterations. The proposed new

Circuit included Lindley, of the Queen Street Cir

,cuit, and about halfof the Buxton Road Circuit. It



HOLMFIRTH, AND DENBY DALE. 191

was thought that a common fund of £10,000, from

which an agreed proportionate sum for the three

Circuits might be drawn for alterations necessitated

by the division, was necessary. Said one: “Let us

begin a subscription list to-night.” The suggestion

was at once acted on, and in ten minutes £3,311 was

promised. The meeting throughout was cordial,

enthusiastic, and unanimous. The project was

auspiciously launched, and an important chapter

in the history of Huddersfield Methodism opened.

The Circuits cordially accepted and adopted the

action of the joint committee, to which they

had given authority to accept the course deemed

desirable. Plans for the effective canvassing of

the Circuits in aid of the common fund were

carefully sketched, and carried out with extra

ordinary monetary results. The scheme, which at

first was one of extreme difficulty and not in

frequently an occasion of anxious solicitude, opened

up as clearly and safely as the road through the Red

Sea for the passage of God’s Israel. Providing the

fund reached £10,000, the proportion assigned to the

prospective chapel at Gledholt was £3,600, and that to

Milnsbridge £1,600, the remainder, in agreed fixed

proportions, going to the Queen Street and Buxton

Road Circuits.

The District Synod of 1888 unanimously recom

mended the Conference to sanction the Huddersfield

division scheme, and the Conference adopted the

recommendation of the Halifax and Bradford Synod

The Conference appointed on the Gledholt Cz 'rcuz't,

the Revs. T. Inglis Walsh, Frederick Cunningham,



192 METHODISM IN HUDDERSFIELD, I

and Arthur J. Summerhill—three efficient and suit

able ministers. The numerical returns at that Con

ference were :_

Queen Street 1,020. On trial 38

Buxton Road 1,598. ,, 64

Gledholt — ,, —

Holmfirth 750. ,, 17

Denby Dale 351. ,, 59

At the first Quarterly Meeting, held at Lindley, on

Monday, September 17th, 1888, the Rev. T. Inglis

Walsh reported a membership of 898 and 110 meet

ing in Junior classes. The new order of things

provoked deep thankfulness for its most amicable

settlement and high hope of increased prosperity.

With fresh life and zest the work was taken up, and

with considerable sagacity Circuit affairs were ad

justed and Circuit officials appointed. The appoint

ment of the new Superintendent was in every respect

thought most admirable. Mr. Walsh was also the

Chairman of the District Synod. The inscrutable

Providence decreed the sickness and death of the

beloved Mr. Walt/2. It was to him a severe trial to

be laid aside under circumstances which seemed to

demand his careful and continuous oversight; but the

trial was in part mitigated by the delicately mani

fested love of the Circuit officials and friends, often

referred to by him in tones tremulous with grateful

feeling. Mr. Walsh so far recovered as to be able to

preside over the May District Synod. His last public

service was in connection with the meeting of the

Local Preachers’ Mutual Aid Association in Brad
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ford, at which he gave a sacramental address. The

address was beautiful in diction, appropriate in thought,

and deeply spiritual. Had he seen an angel beckon

ing him away, he could not have spoken words more

impressive and sacred. On the eve of his death he had

a long and memorable conversation with one of his

colleagues on the departure of the soul from earth to

heaven. The mystery was solved by next morning,

June 13th, 1889, when he passed within the veil in

the twenty-eighth year of his ministry and the forty

ninth of his age. The Circuit was much affected by

the death of its first Superintendent, who had endeared

himself by his rich qualifications to all, and gained the

fullest confidence and affection by his wise administra

tion, devotion to duty, and attractiveness as a preacher.

To the bereft widow and four children the Circuit

expressed its condolence, and, with others in the

district, magnanimously responded in a practical

manner to the mitigation of domestic exigency.

The ministers in the other Circuits were working

with great acceptance. The year was the last of the

three years of the Rev. Samuel Henry Morton, who was

an ever-welcome occupant of the pulpit. His ministry

was interesting and instructive. Twoyears after leaving

the Buxton Road Circuit his ministry closed on earth.

At the Conference of 1889 the membership

of the new Circuit, Gledholt, was 1,016 with 63 on

trial. The loss of the Superintendent was sanctified

to the Circuit, and the labours of the bereft colleagues

and the many labourers in the various Circuit depart

ments were signally owned of God. There had been

during the year an addition of 118 fully-accredited

Is
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members and 63 others on probation for membership.

A remarkable visitation of grace and converting

power had been during the year vouchsafed to Denby

Dale and Circuit. They reported 83 on trial. At

that Conference the greatly-respected Joshua Johnson

received his last ministerial appointment to the Denby

Dale Circuit—a brother beloved, full of geniality and

abounding in labours. His precious anticipations of

eternal rest were realised on the morning ofJune 5th

1895.

Relying on substantial aid from the projected

common fund on the division of the Circuits, building

operations of a chapel at Gledholt to cost £7,500

were commenced, and the memorial stones were laid

on Saturday, October 12th, 1889, when addresses

were delivered by Dr. Bruce, of Huddersfield, Dr.

Jenkins, of London, and the Rev. Featherstone

Kellett, the Chairman of the District. The day’s

proceedings evoked deep interest, and indicated much

zeal, love, and service. The chapel was dedicated to

theworship of God in October, 1890, when sermons

were preached by Dr. Moulton, the President of the

Conference. The opening services amounted in col

lections to £633 6s. 9d. There was required con

tinuous and fervent toil for the breaking up of the

soil. The chapel was large and costly, and the con

gregations small and Methodistically untrained. From

the first there was a prospect of patient waiting

and hard working. The employment of Mr. H. H.

May was a decided move in the right direction.

The Sunday school is worked by earnest teachers.

The school has encouragingly flourished, and the



HOLMFIRTH, AND DENBY DALE. 195

many in the senior Bible classes indicate a strong

attachment to the place. There is, under the able

ministrations of the ministers and the energetic mis

sioning of the people, a decidedly improved attendance
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on the public worship of God. The annual Covenant

Service is, in its attendance, hopefully significant.

The Covenant Service is a distinctive feature in

Methodism, and instituted as early as 1756. The
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service came to be held on New Year’s Day, and now

on the afternoon of the first Sunday in the year.

There is an interesting reference to a Covenant Ser

vice in Wesley’s Journal under date Sunday, January

3rd, 1790: “ I suppose near two thousand met at the

New Chapel (City Road) to renew their Covenant

with God—a Scriptural means of grace which is now

almost everywhere forgotten, except among the

Methodists.”

The Chrz'stz'an Workers’ Band is rendering excel

lent and fruitful service in the visitation of the sick -

and sorrowful, in the making such cases known to the

ministers, in the distribution of leaflets, and in the

prevailing of parents to send their children to the

school and in persuading of the parents to attend

some place of worship.

Mzlnsbrz'dge was the residence of a few Methodists

some years previous to the division of the Hudders

field Circuit into Queen Street and Buxton Road.

Classes and prayer-meetings were held in private

houses at Casson Buildings and Spring Mill. On the

death of Mr. William Shaw, of Crosland Hill, who

was the leader, the members living at Milnsbridge

formed a separate class, and met in the house of Mr.

William Cusworth, Whiteley Bottom, with Mr. Abel

Taylor, of Longwood, as the leader. Mr. Bills, of

Paddock, afterwards led the class. On his removal to

Buxton Road, Mr John Atkinson, who was a member

of the class, was appointed at its head. John was

reluctant to take charge of the class on the ground

that there were others who were his senior. But the

Rev. Robert Thompson replied, “If you thought you



HOLMFIRTH, AND DENBY DALE. 197

were fit for this office, we should have less confidence

in you. It is not what you think, but what the

Buxton Road Leaders’ Meeting thinks, and it is at

your peril to decline the office.” There were addi

tions to the class from elsewhere and from conver

sions. The building of a preaching-room at Crosland

Moor, in 1862, delayed or put off altogether taking

like action at Milnsbridge. There was great difficulty

in fixing on a suitable site, with the result that preach

ing was held in houses, first at Mr. James Beaumont’s,

Scarr Wood Terrace, then at Mr. John Cordingly’s

and Mr. Harry Howe’s, Crow Lane Terrace. After

wards a room in Whiteley Bottom was secured. The

room was opened in October, 1879, by Rev. Benjamin

Weaver, who at that time was a student at Didsbury.

Mr. Butterfield, the Society class leader, had 17

members in his class. The Conference of 1888

appointed the Rev. A. J. Summerhill to reside at

Milnsbridge on the formation of the Gledholt Circuit.

The appointment was exceptionally successful. Mr.

Summerhill was ably sustained by the help of Mrs.

Summerhill, who formed a Society class, and in many

ways rendered invaluable service. The division of

the Circuit provided for the building ofa chapel and

Sunday-school. A good site was secured, and a

chapel seating over 700 persons, with schoolroom and

class-rooms, erected. The memorial stones were laid

on August 13th, 1889. The congregation removed

into the schoolroom in the following summer, and the

chapel was opened on the 13th November, 1890, by

the Rev. Edward Smith, ofBradford. The opening

services were continued on three following Sundays
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and sermons preached by the Revs. F. Kellett, the

Chairman ofthe Halifax and Bradford District; George

Denton, of Leeds, and H. J. Pope, of Manchester.

Rev. Richard Roberts, of London, and Thomas

Allen, of Sheffield, preached on week evenings. The

Society and school have grown beyond the most

sanguine expectations. The school numbers 427

scholars, and has a staff of earnest Christian teachers,

many of whom have received the truth as scholars at

the school. In June, 1897, there were 137 members

in Society, and 30 in junior classes; 150 members

of the Band of Hope; teachers 50; scholars 427.

The library contains 187 volumes.

In 1888 the trustees of the Lz'ndley Trust received

the generous gift of a minister’s house in Temple

Street from J. Neild Sykes, Esq. The gift is one of

several from the same gentleman. A few years before

there was a gift of two and a half acres ofland ; and in

1889 a new wing was added to the school building

and later still, Ivy Cottage and garden with land

were transferred by Mr. Sykes to the trustees. On

January 6th, 1894, in celebration of the twenty

fifth anniversary of the opening of the new chapel, a

superb stained glass, four-lighted window was placed

in the west end of the chapel by the members of the

congregation in memory of Mrs. James Neild Sykes, of

Field House, who laid the foundation-stone of the

chapel. In due time, and after careful consideration,

it was resolved to commemorate the centenary of the

first Methodist chapel in Lindley by the addition of

a chancel, the removal of the galleries, and the reno

vation of the interior of the chapel built in 1867.
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The stones were laid July 27th, 1895, and the re-open

ing services, by Dr. Waller, the President, were on

March 25th, 1896 ; and within one year the liabilities,

£2,242, were entirely defrayed by the hearty co

operation of friends and the, as usual, liberality of

Mr. Sykes, the treasurer. In the chancel is a rich

stained glass window representing our Lord’s re

surrection and the visit of the women to the

sepulchre, dedicated by Mrs. Whitehead and Miss

Sykes, “ To the glory of God and in loving memory

of our dear mother, Anne Sykes, and of our sister

Lucy Jane—1895.” There is room for great spiritual

work and accession of converts. No Society has

a better plant, and no Society need have a better

record of soul-saving results.

Crosland Hz'll Chapel.—-On the death of Mrs.

Shaw, the Methodist preaching services were dis

continued. The Free Methodists rented a house and

afterwards built a chapel, which, in 1888, was bought

by the Wesleyans for £400. The chapel has accom

modation for 100 sittings, and the conducting of a

Sunday-school of 80 scholars. There is a member

ship of eight. The school is conducted mostly by

teachers from Buxton Road and Lockwood. The

Connexional Chapel Committee made a grant of £15,

and the remaining debt was cleared off by means of

a bazaar held at Christmas, 1896.

In October, 1888, the interior of the Nethert/zong

Chapel was re-arranged and re-pewed, and a memorial

organ erected at a cost of £400. On the organ is

affixed a brass plate with the following inscription:

“This organ is erected to the memory of Martha
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Woodhead,daughter of Charles and Sarah Woodhead,

of Deanhouse, who for twelve years faithfully dis

charged the duties of voluntary organist of this sanc

tuary, the cost being defrayed by the congregation,

Sabbath-school teachers, scholars and friends.—Died

November 14th, 1885.—October 18th, 1888.” A

memorial rostrum was built and presented, having

on a brass plate the inscription: “This rostrum

was presented by Joseph Barber, John and George

Barber VVoodhead, as a memorial of Daniel and

Sarah Woodhead, their father and mother,

who for many years were intimately associated

with the congregation worshipping in this sanc

tuary.—October 18th, 1888.” The re-opening was

by John Dyson, Esq., of Thurgoland, who forty

five years before had officiated on a like occasion.

A former scholar and secretary of the school is

Mr. George R. Lees, F.R.G.S., who for some years

was engaged in educational work in Jerusalem,

and the author of jferusalem Illustrated, for which

book the Turkish Government passed sentence on him

of banishment from the Holy Land. There are en

during names which memory recalls and loves to dwell

on with gratitude—the names of Joseph Roberts, hale

and strong at the age of eighty ; always at the Sunday

morning 7 o’clock prayer meeting, full of sunshine

and ready for any good work. One of his daughters

became the wife of the Rev. David Stoner. On his

death-bed he enjoined two local preachers who were

present: “Go on preaching the old Gospel. The

grass withereth, the flower fadeth, but the Word of

our God shall stand for ever.”
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David Hobson, who in middle life could not remain

longer from Christ. By night and day, at home and

the stable, he prayed continuously for peace, but found

it not. Resolved to succeed, in the spirit of desperate

abandonment, he cried : “Lord, tak me, just as I am,

an’ tak all I ’av.” That was the moment of salvation,

At the love-feasts he would say: “Jesus Christ was

born in a stable, and au’ wer born at back 0’ the heck.”

He was a frequent visitor of the sick, and would not

refuse to “say a few words” from the pulpit if the

appointed preacher failed to come.

yames yagger, father of the Rev. John Jagger.

died in June, 1896. He served faithfully and well the

Methodist cause as trustee, leader, and local preacher.

For seventy-four years he was a member of Society,

receiving his first ticket at the age of eight. Other

names from the Society at Thong have gone to

different parts, lived exemplary lives, and, after serv

ing their generation by the will of God, have died in

the faith and triumph of the Gospel.

In 1890, the new chapel at Cowms was opened.

It has provision for 350 persons. The school will

accommodate 300 scholars. Cowms is an instance of

the direct benefit of Methodism in villages and the

wide-spread influence of lay preaching, without which

innumerable villages would have continued in dark

ness.

It is computed there are 17,000 Methodist local

preachers in Great Britain, by whom five out of seven

preaching appointments are filled. Among the

local preachers there are men of the finest character

and highest culture. What Southey said of John
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Nelson, the Birstall stonemason and one of the first

lay-preachers, can be truly said of thousands who

have served the Church in this capacity, “He had as

high a spirit and as brave a heart as ever English

man was blessed with.”  

From the Buxton Road Socz'ety many have been

called to better service and fuller life—Oates Bair

stow, trustee, local preacher, and circuit steward;

Henry Wilkinson, class leader, trustee, circuit steward ;

Richard Moody, the sweet singer and happy saint,

the successful class leader and friend of all; John

W. Bairstow, superintendent and secretary of the

Sunday-school, class leader, and leader of the choir.

His last words were, “ I’m going home ; I’m going to

die” ; Charles Wood and his wife, both of them, had

a long and close association with Buxton Road

Society, and both died full of years and greatly

esteemed; Charles Stovin Smith, local preacher,

class leader, society steward and trustee; Father

Raynor, one of the old local preachers, whose presence

in the pulpit was as true a benediction as it was heartily

welcomed; Thomas Haigh, class leader, circuit

steward, and trustee; and Job Whiteley, converted

when sixtccn,class leader and local preacher of no

mean order, sick visitor, and a helpful friend bf young

people. These endeavoured to take their part along

with many kindred spirits, and strove by holy living

and continuance in well-doing to be faithful unto
death. It is not necessaryltodwell on their several

qualifications; their record is on high and the

influence of their example and work is immortal.

“They rest from their labours, and their works do
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follow them.” Death does not sever them and us.

It only appears to do so, but not actually so. “Of

whom the whole family of heaven and earth is

named.” '

There are names associated with other Societies

that must find mention here. Much might be

written of them, and it would be in some respects

most fitting they should be specially referred to.

With them might be joined names known in the five

Circuits, but unknown to the writer. This personal

lack of knowledge and want of information will,l

am sure, be received by all as the one reason for all

such names not finding a place in this history.

William Donkersley, Charles Kellett, T. Townsend,

all of Honley, and all highly esteemed local preachers,

faithful stewards, and excellent class leaders. Then

there were the Taylors Abel, of Longwood,

and Laban, of Gledholt—both preachers and both

mighty in prayer and effective in the use of “the

sword of the Spirit which is the word of God.”

There was James Holroyd, of Linthwaite, class

leader and trustee, a ‘man of much prayer and sys

tematic reading of Scripture; and Arnold Broadbent,

of Longwood, only son of Butterworth Broadbent,

bright and active, a trustee, Society steward, and

leader of a Junior Society Class of seventy boys, the

friend of all and beloved by all; T. W. Haigh, of

Longwood, teacher, class leader, preacher, and a tower

of strength; and George Cockcroft, also of Longwood,

who for fifty-nine years was a consistent member,

and for fifty-six years an effective and highly appre

ciative preacher, class leader, and a faithful friend
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and guide of young men; T. Charlesworth and

Blakeley, of Netherton, class leaders and co-labourers

in the school and church, and Joseph Baxter, local

preacher; and Ann Riley, who for seventy years was

a member of the Wesleyan Church, and at the time

of her death was the oldest member in the Buxton

Road Circuit, and whose character was beautiful and

strong through intelligent piety and cheerful trust

in God. Within a fortnight she lived of her eighty

seventh birthday. These all died in faith, and now

“inherit the kingdom prepared for them.” The

Church on earth cherisheth their memory.

Even now by faith we join our hands

With those that went before,

And greet the blood-besprinkled bands,

On the eternal shore.

The Rev. W. Rodwell Jones was appointed to the

Gledholt Circuit as successor to the late T. Inglis

Walsh. The appointment could not have been better.

Mr. Jones wisely and successfully followed up the

work auspiciously begun. During the three years’

ministry of Mr. Jones two hundred were added

to the Church roll of membership. His preaching

and administration were alike able and effective.

The names of other ministers in the five Circuits,

though not here recorded because of their recent

appointment, are held in high esteem and spoken of

with gratitude.

Kew Hz'll formerly belonged to the Primitive

Methodists of the Elland Circuit. Godly women held

cottage Sunday services and occasional week—even



HOLMFIRTH, AND DENBY DALE. 205

ing services in their own bedrooms. The services for

years were well attended. The chapel, built in 1868,

holds 120, and has in the basement a room for 100

scholars. The “Charity” is held out of doors, and

the Lindley Brass Band speak of it as “yar charity.”

In 1890 the chapel was bought by the Wesleyans,

and, after considerable repairs, was re-opened on

-November 22nd of the same year. On the first

Sunday an old man sixty years of age was led to

decide for Christ. In his own way he tells the story

to the joy of all : “I thowt I wod gee my ’eart to the

Lord. I wor owd enough. ’nd it wor ’igh time. First

Sunday neet I went after Jolm Armitage to rail i’

mectin’. Butl did not get saved theer. It wor at

whom at neet. Iprayed a nour, and all at once it

coom so easy. I believed, and I wor saved. My wife

and me sang and prayed all next day, we wor so

happy.” The Sunday School was commenced in 1891.

Three years after, Mr. Bunn,a Joyful News evange

list, conducted successful mission services, when

upwards of a dozen young men and several young

women were soundly converted. A Society of

Christian Endeavour was formed in 1895, which has

proved most helpful and interesting. Often over forty

are present. Occasionally services are held on Lindley

Moor, and at some of these hundreds have been pre

sent. In 1897 the membership is thirty, with several

on trial. John Armitage is the respected class leader.

During the seven years twenty-two new members have

been enrolled in Church fellowship,

In the year 1890 important steps were taken to

build a large Sunday School immediately behind the
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chapel at Paddock. The school had been hitherto

conducted in the chapel, which became a serious

hindrance. Three hundred square yards were bought,

and memorial stones for the new school were laid on

Saturday, March 29th. The assembly room and

suite of class rooms form a substantial and valuable

addition. The school continues to be energetically

worked, and every teacher and scholar looks on the

building as a second home. The cost of the new

school was £ 1,600.

Berry Brow Society and school had all the best

proofs of vitality. Energetic work, increase of num

bers, frequent conversions, organised evangelical

plans, purposes and pursuits, all joined in the further

ance of prosperity. The old place became altogether

too small and inadequate, especially for the Sunday

School, and two large classes of young men and

young women. It became imperative something

by way of enlargement or new erection should be

done. A strong committee was formed, and a fund

definitely commenced called “The New Chapel

Building Fund.” Almost insuperable difficulties

arose, and some declared a new chapel scheme im

possible. A congregation of artisans, and in receipt

of only moderate weekly wages, had before them an

undertaking involving several thousand pounds. The

band of noble working men constituting the building

committee, along with ladies who formed the sewing

committee, worked incessantly summer and winter.

Their example told powerfully on others. The self

denial of some of the workers is worthy of being told

and remembered. Some with large families and
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small wages paid for many years 2s., IS. 6d., or IS.

per week. There were widows who went out for a

day’s washing in order to contribute weekly to the

fund. One young woman, an invalid, made “toffee,”

and sold it, by means of which she was able to raise

and contribute the large sum of £20. “Rock

Toffee” has become very popular in the village, and

its sale is quite a feature among the weekly purchases.

Easily the result of united and persistent effort can

be forecast. The inevitable stone-laying came. It

was a bright day in July, 1892, when Mrs. Thomas

Brooke, of Armitage Bridge House, Mrs. Dawson, of

Parkgate House, Alderman Reuben Hirst, Mayor of

Huddersfield, and John Coates, Esq., of London, per

formed the ceremony in the presence of a large crowd

of spectators. The last service in the old chapel

was conducted by the late Rev. John Gibson, of

blessed memory. The service will never be forgotten.

After a life of marked spirituality and zeal, Mr.

Gibson died at Accrington, in great peace, on

Nov. 20th, 1897. A beautiful church, accommodating

600 people, has been erected, along with school and

class rooms for 400 scholars, which are already in

actual attendance. The total cost amounted to

£4,275, the last item of which in 1897 has been paid

and the place stands free of debt. The opening

sermon was preached by Dr. Jenkins on Saturday,

October 14th, 1893, and was continued on the follow

ing Sundays by the Revs. Joseph Posnett, \/V. L.

Watkinson, George Kenyon, and Dr. Newman Hall.

From the opening days good congregations have

attended, and a great work has been attempted and
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accomplished amongst the young people of the dis

trict. The large number of young men who regularly

attend the services every Sunday morning and evening

is cause for grateful recognition and faith. Despite

the heavy strain upon resources for the removal of

all debt on the church and school the income for the

support of missions, the circuit ministry, the hospitals,

and the poor fund had almost doubled. The Society

numbered in October, 1897,‘148 members.

Steady progress was made in the town Circuits

under the esteemed superintendence of the Revs.

T. Overton, J. R. Gleave, W. Rodwell Jones, Albert

Clayton, and James Finch, and their ministration of

Methodist polity was deemed wise, tending to the

general co-operation, peace, and prosperity.

The Honley C/zapel in 1893 was renovated and

decorated at a cost of £1,800. The old entrance was

removed and a new one built, having two doors ; the

gallery window sills were lowered and new windows

with coloured margins fixed; the interior was re

pewed, and the ceiling divided into panels ; staircases

placed at the south end, minister’s vestry and choir

room at the north end, with separate entrance at the

east side of the building, and the organ was enlarged.

In January of 1897 one of the Joyful News evange

lists held successful mission services, when about

forty were added to the Society. The visit of

the missioner resulted in an invigorated and united

spiritual life 

On October 2nd, 1891, the ministers of the town

Circuits met at Glenside and unanimously recom

mended the formation of a Illet/zodz'st Councz'l for
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Huddersfield, Holmfirth, and Denby Dale. Several

suggestions were made in respect of its constitution

and business. The Circuit Quarterly Meeting of the

Circuits favourably accepted the recommendation.

The lay members are elected annually at the December

Quarterly Meeting on nomination, without speeches.

The objects of the Council relate to united action in

such evangelistic and aggressive work as can best be

carried on by a union of the Circuits, as, for example,

Temperance, Religious Observance of the Lord’s Day,

Social Purity, Peace, Re-arrangement of Circuit

Boundaries, and suggestions of Sites for Chapels,

Schools and Mission Halls in spiritually destitute

neighbourhoods, the consideration of“ Old Chapels,”

the congregations of which, owing to changed circum

stances, have greatly declined, arrangements for hold

ing Conferences of Local Preachers, of Class Leaders,

and of Sunday-school Teachers, and questions of a

social and moral character as may hereafter arise

The Council has no power to interfere, by resolution

or otherwise, with the rights of any Quarterly Meet

ing, but the Council may make recommendations and

offer suggestions to Quarterly Meetings in harmony

with the Minutes of Conference. (See Minutes of

Conference for 1889, page 234.)

In harmony with the non-political character of the

Wesleyan Methodist Church, which does “not exist

for the purpose of party,” no subject shall be dis

cussed which the Council shall by vote, without

 discussion, decide to be of a strictly political character.

The Council has already rendered valuable service in

matters affecting the observance of the Lord’s Day,

14
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the existence of “Cots,” and the extension of village

Methodism, and in other ways justified its formation

and demonstrated its usefulness. The first president

of the Council was the Rev. Thomas Brackenbury,

and the succeeding presidents the Revs. James Finch,

John Gibson (B), Albert Clayton, and John

Nancarrow. Each in his own order sought to guide

and strengthen the purpose of the Council. Mr.

David Illingworth, the first Lay Secretary for several

years, ably fulfilled his duties. His successor as

secretary is Mr. Rigby, whose services are duly

appreciated. Other officials seek to make the busi

ness thoroughly practical and unmistakably useful.

The work of the Lord continued in a hopeful and

prosperous state for several years, and at the Con

ference of 1895 the returns of the five Circuits were

as follows :—

Queen Street 931 On trial... 72

Buxton Road 1,030 ,, 95

Gledholt 1,197 ,, 80

Holmfirth 797 ,, 23

Denby Dale 378 ,, 41

Making a total of 4,333 and ,, 311

These figures represent the highest number of

members ever returned. At the Conference of 1896

they were slightly down, and at the Conference of

1897 they were still lower. The aggregate returns 

for the five Circuits are 4,178, with 188 on trial.

There is no disposition to fix the cause of the decline

during the last two years. Every minister, local
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preacher, class-leader, and steward is believed to be

loyal to Methodism, and, what is considerably more

important, loyal to God. There is a profound belief

in the power of the Gospel. Fidelity in the declara

tion of the truth and its application to character and

life, accompanied by the demonstration of the Spirit -

is the anchor of the Church. Methodism can never

expect to grow as a spiritual power by the adoption

of any means other than those employed and such as

are in harmony therewith. Even numbers are not to

be taken as a safe standard of spirituality. These

may decrease and yet the spiritual may increase. This

fact, however, is not enough to satisfy the Church of

Christ. There must be increase of both. Enquiry is

provoked and zeal directed by a prayerful investigation

of facts. Peace reigns in our borders, and this with

earnest prayer and unfeigned faith will mean prosperity

in our Churches. The ministers have laboured with

great acceptance, and the discipline of Methodism is

maintained and enforced, while every lay helper gladly

renders useful and sustained service, and pleads for

the outpouring of the Spirit and the ingathering of

souls. Upbuilding and consolidation are the ends

sought, and to this end there is an intelligent and

Scriptural adaptation of the means.

The Conference of 1894 brought to remembrance

the first Conference held in Moorfields, London, one1

century and a half ago. That first Conference in

1744 formed a new era, and, like other important

developments in Methodism, was at the beginning

purely incidental. There were present John and

Charles Wesley, four other clergymen, and four lay
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assistants. The Conference lasted five days, and the

conversations dealt with the “best methods of carrying

on the work of God.” The first question was “ whether

any of our lay-brethren should be present?” It was

agreed to invite from time to time such of them as it

was judged proper. That gathering of six clergymen

and four laymen was an unconscious laying of the

foundation of a Church destined to survive and to

number amongst her adherents people of all nations

and languages. The TZ08lZ/E Rules of a Helper then

formulated constitute the marching orders of a

Methodist preacher to-day. In the 153 Conferences

since the first there has been an annual review of the

work, results reported, and plans of action for the

year ensuing agreed on.  

On two Sundays in April, 1894, acensus of attend

ance in the chapels of the five Circuits was taken,with

the following result :

 

Attendance

April 22nd, 1894.

Circuit. "Chapels Sittings- Population. Ap:}ilnIe;C]‘:nIc8e94 

l ' Morning Evening MorningllEvening

Queen St. l 12 4,202 49,719 1,526 1,483 1,581 1,489

Buxton Rd.‘ 9 3,776 36,478 1,489 1,647 1,392 1,722

Gledholt . 11 4,991 40,397 1,979 1,815 1,718‘ 1,666

Holmfirth 16 4.359 23,899 1,944 1,499 1,897‘ 1,733

DenbyDale 9 2,355 17,886 1,045 1,086 1,059‘ 1,194

  

 

51 19.674 168,379 7,983 7,521‘ 7,647l7,894

The best attendance was in the morning of April

15th, there being 7,983 or 40% per cent. of the sitting

accommodation. Taking the best attendance in com

parison with the sittings in each Circuit we have the

following
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Denby Dale 1,194 50¢ per cent.

Buxton Road 1,722 45; ,,

Holmfirth... 1,944 42% ,,

Gledholt 1,979 39% ,,

Queen Street 1,581 37% ,,

At the same time the number of members in

Society and of Sunday School scholars in each

Circuit was taken :

 

Circuit. Members of Scholars on the

 

 

Society.   Bqoks.  _

Queen Street 941 2,623

Buxton Road 984 2,605

Gledholt 1,235 2,988

Holmfirth 749 2,462

Denby Dale... 381 1,136

Total... 4,290 11,814

These figures are eloquent. They point us to the

Church’s growth and strength, and bid us recall the

prayer and patience, faith and fortitude, care and

conflict they imply, and tell us of the undiminished

watchful activity and spiritual life they necessitate.

While the figures tabulate numbers in actual associa

tion with us as members of the churches or congrega

tions, or scholars of the schools, they fail to represent

the unnumbered thousands who have received their

first spiritual desires and aspirations, and lived and

died in the hope of the Gospel by means under God

of Wesleyan Methodist teaching and influence. “The

Kingdom of God cometh not with observation.”

The Methodist cause at Cawthorne, though

numerically weak, is historically interesting. Mr.

Charlesworth, born in 1805 and now in his 92nd year,
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says his mother used to take him to meetings and

services held in a cottage owned by Mr. Beatson of

Cinderhill, near Cawthorne. Mr. Beatson gave the

cottage and the adjoining one to the few Methodists,

who adapted them into a chapel with accommodation

for 120. There was a well-pitched circular gallery,

and part of the floor was pewed, singers’ pew raised,

and the pulpit fixed, and the room utilised for school

purposes. At length the place was again altered to

satisfy the requirements of the Society and modern

taste. Here the few godly members worshipped, and

here the truth as it is in Jesus was received. In 1895

one of the best sites available in the lovely village was

given by Colonel Spencer Stanhope, while the

generous donor and his family further contributed

£50. The gifts were not thrown like bones to a dog,

but respectfully bestowed with sincere expressions of

goodwill for the success of the Methodist enterprise

Already a sum of £600 had been collected. The

building committee invited and accepted plans de

signed by Mr. Robert Dixon, of Barnsley, and on the

31st August, 1895, memorial stones were laid amid

the usual tokens ofjubilant celebrations. In one year

-the chapel of Renaissance architecture was built,

The opening ceremony was on Thursday, August 6th,

1896. The chapel and vestry doors were unlocked

by Messrs. G. W. Moxon, of Denby Dale, and John

Townsend, J.P., of Barugh Green, and Mrs. Charles

worth, of Cawthorne ; and a statuette ofJohn Wesley

was unveiled by Mr. Swift, brother of the sculptor,

Mr. S. Swift, of London, and formerly of Cawthorne.

Divine Service was then conducted by the Rev. S. T.
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' House, of Leeds, who in the evening delivered a

lecture on the “Signs of the Times.” The chapel,

which will seat 180, has cost £1,500, towards which,

at the close of the first opening day, there was £1,100

in hand. On Thursday, November 4th, 1897, Mrs.

Spencer Stanhope opened a bazaar to wipe off the

debt of £150. The energy and zeal of friends in the

building of the Cawthorne Chapel have been most

commendable. The real power of the Society is not

gauged by numbers, but by its moral and spiritual

forces. Encouraged by God’s prospering blessing

the few Methodists of Cawthorne will hold fast the

privileges and responsibilities of their high calling.

They share in the broad sympathy and generosity of

the Stanhope family.

About 1890 Captain jessop of Honley was applied

to by the Ingbz'rc/zwort/z friends for land requisite for

a proposed new chapel. He generously gave 516

square yards and a donation of £25. He neither

begrudged land nor gold. A new Trust Deed was

executed, and the ceremony of cutting the first sod

was performed on March 25th, 1893, by Mr. G. W.

Moxon, the senior Circuit steward and secretary of

the Building Committee. Memorial stones were

placed on Saturday, June 17th, and Saturday, Septem

ber 16th, 1893. Every possible occasion was made

to serve the interests of the building of the chapel,

and the holiness of the purpose reflected sanctity on

the occasion. The opening of the place of worship

was on Saturday, May-19th, 1894, when three doors

were formally unlocked, and fervent hopes expressed

that God would take possession and grant tokens of
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His manifold mercies in his abiding presence, fulfilled

promises and prospering grace. The President of

the Conference preached from Isaiah lxii. 6 and 7,

and a public meeting was held in the evening, pre

sided over by John Dyson, Esq., J.P. The Sunday

School was opened on Saturday, August 25th, 1894,

when the top stone was laid by Mr. J. Holmes, and

the key turned by Miss Home of Ingbirchworth, and

a service conducted by a minister from Huddersfield,

who preached from Eccles. xii. 1. In the evening a

public meeting was held, presided over by Wm.

Child,-Esq , of Huddersfield. The Rev. R. Burdon

received a presentation during the meeting of £24

and a silver tea and coffee service in recognition of

his pastoral labours during the three years’ ministry -

in the Denby Dale Circuit. The chapel, school,

apparatus, and boundary walls cost £1,160, and the

total amount received from subscriptions, collections,

sale of work, teas, etc., left a balance in hand of

£31 16s. 6d. The people gave willingly as in the

days of the building of Solomon’s temple. The

whole premises are a credit to the friends who took'a

delight in Ingbirchworth Methodism,and the villagers

are not indifferent to the golden help of many who

are not inhabitants there. They love the gates of

Zion and the worship of. God in His house: “One

thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek

after ; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all

the days of my life to behold the beauty of the Lord,

and to inquire in His Temple.”

Temperance advocates have cause for thankfulness

for remarkable advances during the last few years.
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Changes of a social and moral nature have been

wrought, and the question appears to have reached

a crisis in its history. The sentiment of Methodism

is “the time has come when all parties in the State

and all sections of the Church should combine to

promote new legislation on the subject.” The ques

tion still remains as one which concerns the well

being and credit of the nation at large, and one which

should be dealt with apart from political partisanship

and sectarian bias. There is every need for united

and persistent action against a sin which is a

reproach to the land, a hindrance to the king

dom of Christ, and a ruin to the health, peace,

and prospects of tens of thousands of our brothers

and sisters. '

The establishment of a Young People’s Guild

receives most thorough care. For years the Wesley

Guild was under consideration, and its advent has

already been attended with exceptional good.

Though a new organisation, it does notinterfere with

existing institutions, and places within reach of our

young people opportunities of usefulness that will

prove a lifelong benefit.

The Almondbury Socz'ety resolved to add to several

improvements in the chapel and school an extension

of Methodist plant in the buildingvof a minister’s

house. The advantage of a resident minister at the

place had been demonstrated in an increase of

Methodist interest and of professed adherents. The

site of the house, which is freehold, was given by

C. W. F. Taylor, Esq. The cost of the house is about

£1,000. On Saturday, September 12th, 1896, stones
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were laid by a minister’s daughter and several gentle

men. Public tea was served and an after-meeting

held, presided over by Samuel Learoyd, Esq.; and on

Wednesday, April 7th, 1897, a three-days’ bazaar was

opened by Councillor R. Redman, of Hebden Bridge,

which raised £400.

In 1896 a scheme for alterations and extension of

chapel and school at Upperheaton was completed at

a cost of £450, and the opening services were con

ducted by the esteemed Superintendent, the Rev.

Albert Clayton. The enlarged chapel has room for

210 persons, and the school for 120 scholars. There

are also three -new vestries. There is a Band of

Hope of 80 members. The village, like many remote

rural districts, would have probably remained in com

parative moral darkness had not the light been up

lifted and kept shining by the Methodist community.

 Many of the sturdy villagers, into whose life and

heart the true light has shone, have become honoured

reflectorsof the light to the glory of God.

T/zor/Mon Lodge, in the Buxton Road Circuit, was

rapidly opened up and built upon. Lockwood and

Buxton Road were the nearest Methodist chapels.

The populous district required a near place of wor

ship, and-the Methodist forethought and courage rose

to the occasion. A chapel, so constructed that it

may be easily converted into cottages, was built at a

cost of £700, and opened on Wednesday, February

24th, 1897, when the Rev Amos Dyson, of Man

chester, preached two sermons. A public tea was

provided in the schoolrooms. A special invitation

by circular to the parents of the neighbourhood,
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whose children went to no Sunday School in conse

quence of the distance to other places of worship,

was encouragingly responded to. On the following

Sunday, February 28th, there were thirty-nine scholars

in the morning and sixty-three in the afternoon.

Success may not be rapid, but it will be certain.

There is every reason for a strong and growing

Church, and before long there may be urgent demands

for enlargement.

In 1896 the chapel at Skelmant/zorpe was dis

covered to be in a dangerously dilapidated state,

and forthwith the trustees resolved to take down

the building and build another on the old site.

Mr. Samuel Field was in full sympathy -with every

movement pertaining to the spiritual prosperity or

material safety of the cause and chapel. He gave

largely in support of the new chapel, which was in

course of erection at the time of his sudden and

much-lamented death. Toward the proposed cost

of the new chapel gifts amounting to £1,600 were

in hand, leaving only £200 or‘£3oo to raise. On

May the 22nd of 1897, doors were formally opened

and a service conducted by the Rev. Albert Clayton,

after which a public tea was provided, and a public

meeting held, presided over by the late Henry

Butterworth, Esq., J.P. On the following Sunday

the Rev. J. S. Banks, of Headingley College, preached

twice. There are sixty members of Society. The

Sunday School, established in 1840, was held in the

old chapel until 1874, when the new school was

erected, costing £800. Other considerable expenses

have been incurred in the erection of the heating
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apparatus, etc. There are 200 scholars and 24

teachers. Methodism in Skelmanthorpe, repre

sented by the Vi/esleyan Methodist Church, has

endeavoured to develop and perpetuate ‘the work

and purpose of its founder. There is still need for

earnest prayer and persistent work. With courage

there will be care, and the Lord who has hitherto led,

and who changeth never, will continue to lead even-~

unto the end. His presence is strength and salvation.

The position and prospects of Methodism in Hud

dersfield, Holmfirth, and Denby Dale have not been

attained without strenuous effort against adverse

influences. The various difficulties that have‘ arisen

have never"arrested progress. The intended line of

action may, from motives of policy, have -been

deviated from, but the one great purpose of progress

has been sustained. As a ship has been compelled

by contrary winds to tack about, yet has made pro-'

gress, so has it been with Methodism in this district.

The contrary winds ofmpersecution, sin, worldliness,

greed, and the stolid indifference of the natural heart

hav e never thwarted the resolve to continue in the

work of faith and labour of love. Progress has ‘ been

more or less steady, patient, and sure. It is said

when Stanley crossed Africa and reached the end of

his perilous journey, and for the first time for fifteen

months saw his own weather-beaten face in a mirror,

he cried, “Can that be me ? ” If John-Wesley could

see the moral likeness of Huddersfield to-day, con

trasted with what it was when he first visited

Huddersfield, with like astonishment he would ask,

“Can this be Huddersfield?”
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TRUSTEES OF

BUXTON ROAD and QUEEN STREET WESLEYAN CHAPELS,

HUDDERSFIELD,

From the Year 1775 to 1894-.

Prepared by Mr. GEO. GELDER, June 26th, 1895.

 

BUXTON ROAD CHAPEL TRUSTEES.

Wm. Brook

Thos. Goldthorpe

Joshua Collingwood

VVm. Brook

Thos. Ludlam

\Vm. Haigh

John Haigh

John Bell

John Crowe

Wm. Wilks

Timothy Bentley

Joseph Thornton

Joseph Brooke

Beaumont Taylor

Joshua Lockwood

John Scott

1775.

Thos. Hudson

Richd. Pool

Jno. Hardy

1797.—26th July.

John North

Saml. Booth

George Dyson

David Taylor

John Milnes

Joshua Sykes

1814-.—28th June.

George VVilson

John Priest

David Shaw

Re-erected 1887.

Joseph Sykes

John Newhouse

Wm. Hirst

B. L. Shaw

Jno. North

Thos. Ludlam

Jas. Sykes

Thos. Goldthorpe

John Blackburn

Joshua Armitage

John Brook

Frank Vickerman

Thos. Smart

John Dyson

Geo. Mallinson

Edw. Brooke

Joseph Hammond

Joseph Webb
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Thos. Webb

John Carr

John Broadbent

John Cheeseborough

M. Hirst

Adam Oldroyd

Edward Brook

Joshua Riley

Richard Moody

Nehemiah Learoyd

Joseph Rothery

Joseph Turner

Edward Brooke

Joshua Riley '

George Brooke

John Broadbent

N. Learoyd

Oates Bairstow

Joshua Riley

Richard Riley

Charles Wood

Henry Wilkinson

J. O. Bairstow

C. W. Keighley

Edward Brooke

John Hanson

J. Sutherby

1848.

Thos. Mallinson

George Brook

John Taylor

Joshua Bentley

John Wilkinson

l857.—Aprll lst.

Joshua Lockwood

John Broadbent

Oates Bairstow

Joseph Booth

Thomas Haigh

Thomas Chapman

1870.—June 16th.

Richard Moody

Joseph Booth

Thomas Haigh

Richard Riley

Charles Wood

1889 

Edward Cockshaw

J. W. Bairstow

C. S. Smith

J. T. Clegg

James Sykes

Joel Mallinson

Wm T. Bygott

C. TV. Riley

James Shaw

Wm. Haigh

Samuel Milner

Joshua Riley

Jonas Jagger

George Brook

Samuel Stocks

Wm. Illingworth

Thomas Odcly

Wm. Keighley

Titus Schofield

Henry Wilkinson

J. O. Bairstow

C. W. Keighley

T. B. Haigh

E. Brooke, jun.

W. B. Oldroyd

James Frost

Edward VValker

W. G. Lee

P. VVilkinson

J. W. Sykes

G. F. Spurdens

W. Cleland
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QUEEN STREET CHAPEL TRUSTEES.

1801.

The Chapel was built on a plot of ground now occupied by Mr.

Thomas Chrispin’s shop, at that time an open close or field.

Ministers: Revs. GEORGE HIGHFIELD and Joan BARBER.

TRUSTEES ;

Joseph Thornton, Huddersfield Joseph Drake, Otley

Robert Hopkins, do. Matthew Moorhouse, Holmfirth

George Dyson, Newsham, do. Matthew Butterworth, Hillhouse

Joseph VVood, Denby Dale Cartworth, Holmfirth

John Wood, do. John Brook, Gulley, Holmfirth

John VVood, jun., do. John Walton, Wakefield

John Gaunter, Oldham Joseph Jackson, Hightown

Wm. Myles, Rochdale Thomas Crowther, Gomersal

Richard Reece, Sheffield Eli Hobson, jun., Honley

Queen Street Wesleyan Chapel built 1819. Trust Deed

executed June 8th, 1824- 

David Shaw Joseph Thornton George VVilson

John Dyson J oseph Sykes George Mallinson

George Sargeant Paul Hirst Beaumont Taylor

John Ne“-house Edward Brook Matthew Hirst

Joseph Hammond William Kaye Thomas Hirst

John Scott
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Joseph Sykes

John Newhouse

Joseph Webb

Thomas Mallinson

Richard Willis

Benjamin Thompson

Thomas Blenkhorn

Robert Wood

James Sykes

Henry Briggs

Sam Senior Kaye

Henry Briggs

Joseph Haigh

Eben. Coop

Wm. Hy Bedford

Joseph Barraclough

Thomas Chrispin

Edw. Dobson Haley

James Edward Bates

Stanley Chrispin

Thomas Mellor

l853,——Feb. 7th.

Geo. Mallinson, Genfn.

Edw. Brook, Thornton Lodge

 
Benjamin Hey

David Midgley

George Mallinson

Richd. Wooffenden Butterworth

OLD TRUSTEES.

NEW TRUSTEES.

Robt. Butterworth

Joshua Bentley

James Mallinson

1 858.

Rich.W. Butterworth

Alfred Smith

Edward Brook

Gaml. Berry

Joseph Haigh

l88l.—Dec.

Thos. Chrispin

Gaml. Berry

Joshua Whiteley

John Thos. Law

Thomas Jeffrey

1894.—Dee 2t st.

Jesse Clegg

Alfred Jowitt

Alfred Clegg

Charles Buckley

VVm. Hy. Taylor 1

William Harris

Thomas Chrispin

John Newhouse

Joseph Jowett

John Hardisty

Robert Wood

John Jeffrey

Jesse Clegg

Geo. P. Turner

W. Owen Clough

Samuel Learoyd

William Johnson

E. G. Learoyd

Henry Pullon

George Porritt
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tdmittcd ‘on Trial.

¢¢§0¢>¢"$"$¢>'€1>Q~i>

KY CIRCUIT,

No.[l PREACHERS.

l Superintendant

2 Assistant

3 John Philip

4- ohn Driver

5 omas Jackson

6 Isaac Wiuuau

7 John Kaye

8 John Saville

9 Richard Swindell

10 George Cullingworth

11 Joseph Robinson

12 George Wilson

13 Matthew Mallinson

14- George Castle

15 john Turtoa

Holden and Dawson, Pi-intern, l-mlhx.
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l . THAT no person
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val of such meeting.
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Preachers’ Meeting, or I
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excluded from the Plan,

N. B.-—S Sacrammt.—

"‘» Preachers will
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:No. PRAYER LEADERS.

PLM

\ 1. Kenyon, S. Sykes, Lacy,

Marsh. \/osej Thewlis.

King--5“-eetl 2. Burkitt, Cotton, Hammond,

—-—-—-1NT Tempest.

ew own’- 3. Watson, Kirk, Carver, Mars

Fartown, jo; den.

Armitage, Gill, Simpson,
Wells, \/am Thom

. Stewart, Sugden, A. Sykes.

. Smith, Kilner, Darley, Ellam.

J. Dyson, Nutter, Dawson,

Thomas, M. Dyson, Milner,

~ Hanson.
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Bedford, Greenwood, Riley.

Ashworth.

9. Stead, Cockill, Howarth, Lee.

0 . Wood, Sykes, Bowers,

Walker.

saszsafls-!H5?5E§5_§"'_'_—'_'__"'_""__'_"'_-"'

Manchcstef L2. Shaw, Bradley, Savil, Clark.
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Thorncliffe........38.J.T.

Roydhonse.......D.Dewsbury. -'L.Lovefenst.

Smithy-Place......S Sac,.,,,, ,m 

Highgate-Lane.....C.c°"°°“°"'

Hillhouse........

   

  

TnAVD_I_.I_.I.l‘4 'I0.]"l}‘ _Q epton..........30,Mm-sden,

Cawcli1Te.........3;:1‘§’|']l““"

Taylor33.Ashworth.

KirkheatonWorkhonse.

Dalton..........

34.W.C.

35.J.H.

36.B.D.1.mTr|'al.

37.S.W.

QuarterlyMeeting,October1.11.—-LocalPreachersMeetingtobeginatTeno'Cl0ckintheForenoonprecisely.

a(TSMARTPRINTERHUDDE.RSFlELD.l1~7/III
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